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Reporting on the hunger crisis 
in Spokane County communi-
ties and the response by Second 
Harvest to it, Melissa Cloninger, 
director of community and corpo-
rate relationships, said 25 percent 
more people were accessing food 
in their network of food bank 
agencies in 2012 compared to 
last year.

Speaking at the Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service on Thanks-
giving Day at the Unitarian 
Church, she told of the beginnings 
of Second Harvest.

In 1971, an economic time 
similar to today, social worker 

25 percent more people are accessing 
Second Harvest food banks in 2012

Neighborhood nonprofits partner
The Service League overwhelm-
ingly approved of partnering to 
meet this neighborhood need.

Spencer took the clothing dona-
tions that were at the center, and 
regularly takes new clothing dona-
tions.  If someone calls to donate, 
he suggests they take the items 
directly to The Windfall.  So far, 
he has taken nearly 20 bags.

“The voucher program is a re-
spectful relationship to let families 
shop in the store for whatever they 
need,” Lena said.  

Windfall volunteers ask families 
what they need and help them find 
items.

Ronalisa Notton, the center’s 
family service coordinator, set up 
the voucher program.  Because she 
is responsible for family intake 
to the center’s ECEAP program, 
she knows families’ backgrounds 
and children’s financial and health 
needs.  For refugee children, she 
has information in English on their 
sizes for shoes and clothing.

“Our goal is to create neighbor-
hood partnerships,” said Spencer.   
“There are many nonprofits in the 
neighborhood, and our need to con-
nect is obvious.”

For information, call 534-3888 
or 534-0957.
Related stories on pages 4 and 6

Kay Porta realized that with so 
many people out of work and 
neighborhood food banks lacking 
the capacity to meet their needs, 
she should do something.

She gathered groups like the 
Greater Spokane Council of 
Churches to establish a reliable 
resource, helping found the Spo-
kane Food Bank to provide food 
to 13 Spokane County food banks.

Last year, Second Harvest 
provided 20 million pounds of 
food to 250 food banks and meal 
programs in its network within its 
51,000-square-mile service area.

Melissa invited participants 

at the Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service to imagine the 55,000 
runners lined up for Bloomsday 
and transpose the image of that 
massive crowd into an image of 
55,000 standing in line outside a 
food bank.

“Collectively, that’s how many 
people our network of food bank 
agencies are serving each week,” 
she said, “and the numbers con-
tinue to climb.”

In the last two years, there have 
been record-breaking numbers of 
people in need coming.

“Today, 100,000 children in 
Eastern Washington are uncertain 
where their next meal will come 
from,” Melissa said.

One woman’s husband lost his 
construction job a year ago.  She 
lost her job as a preschool teacher.  
With four girls, they were strug-
gling to keep their home.  They 
were finding creative ways to 
serve rice and beans.  

Out of resources, they came to 
a mobile food bank, where they 
received fruit and vegetables, 
pasta, bread and more.

“We can’t provide a job, but by 

Lena Lopez Schindler said partnering helps thrift store serve more neighbors.

Continued on page 3

Day of Tolerance gives 
chance to uplift diversity

Seeking to build bridges on the Gonzaga University cam-
pus and with the community, Tracy Ellis-Ward, director of 
Gonzaga’s Unity Multicultural Center, said the third annual 
celebration of International Day of Tolerance was held to 
honor and advance tolerance, dialogue, respect and coopera-
tion between different cultures: “It’s a powerful presence to 
stand together.”

Leaders from the business, faith, education and government 
communities spoke on Nov. 16 as more than 200 participants 
formed a human chain by linking arms and standing together.

Councilman Mike Fagan read Spokane Mayor David 
Condon’s proclamation of the 2012 Day of Tolerance, held 
in recognition that “this is a multicultural society” and that 
diversity and inclusion “mean a quality of life.”

Spokane Councilwoman Amber Waldref said she supports 
honoring diverse individuals “in our midst and in our neigh-
borhoods,” because they often “experience oppression, bias 
and injustice.”

She said the gathering was not only a symbolic way to 
express solidarity but also a way for people to take action 
against hate.

Amber shared some statistics, including that 1.7 million 
young people are homeless, that 97 percent of rapists never 
go to jail, that 20 percent of hate crimes are based on religion, 
that half of Americans live in poverty, that Native American 
women are the most often raped and abused, that Hispanic 
people face discrimination in housing and that one in 10 drops 
out of school.

Continued on page 3

StorieS inSide 

education can change 
people’s minds  - p. 5

neighborhood ties are 
cross-cultural - p. 6

Vice principal is also a 
pastor - p. 7

downtown church is 
warming center -  p. 9

Micah 4:4

A thrift store and a children’s 
center a few blocks apart started a 
partnership in October to help them 
serve families in the South Perry 
neighborhood.

Liberty Park Child Development 
Center at 1417 E. Hartson had piles 
of donated clothing in plastic bags 
that took up space in the office 
and foyer.

Families would come in and go 
through the unsorted clothes look-
ing for things to fit their children, 
but there was no place to try on 
the clothes.

When Spencer Grainger began as 
program and development director 
in the summer, he started reorganiz-
ing space and looked for another 
way to redistribute the clothing.

He talked with Lena Lopez 
Schindler, president of the Episco-
pal Cathedral of St. John’s Service 
League, which runs The Windfall 
Thrift Store at 1024 S. Perry.

Lena experienced that connec-
tion as “a God moment,” she said.

The Windfall has a dressing 
room and volunteers to sort it by 
size and type, and hang it on racks.  
The child development center had 
“customers” and donated clothing.  
The center sends families there 
with vouchers they can use to shop.  

By Mary Stamp
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The 2013 Eastern Washington 
Legislative Conference program 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 2, at the Cathedral of St. 
John, 27 E. 12th, will address 
“Money: Grace and Justice.” 

The program begins at 9 a.m., 
with six issue information ses-
sions related to priorities of the 
Faith Action Network.  They 

are wage theft, criminal justice 
reform, revenue, immigration, 
environment and human services.

Those gatherings will be fol-
lowed by reflection sessions with 
area faith leaders.

There will then be three work-
shops on tools to help congrega-
tions engage in advocacy—social 
justice action tools, missional 

church tools and action network-
ing tools.

After lunch, there will be a 
speaker, legislative briefing and 
opportunity for networking.

Organizers for the event include 
The Fig Tree and the Faith Action 
Network of Washington.

For information, call 535-4112 
or 206-625-9790.

Legislative Conference presents overview

WCC welcomes appointment of Archbishop
Bishop Justin Welby, bishop of Durham in the Church of Eng-

land, has received congratulations and the promise of prayers and 
cooperation from the general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) following an announcement on Nov. 9 that he 
is to become the next Archbishop of Canterbury.

The Archbishop of Canterbury is primate of the Church of 
England and a founding member church of the WCC.  He also 
plays a leading role in the worldwide Anglican Communion.

Welby will take up these responsibilities following the departure 
of Archbishop Rowan Williams next month. Williams has accepted 
an academic appointment at Cambridge University.

The Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, WCC general secretary, de-
scribed Welby as “someone profoundly committed to being a 
leader of the church for both the present and the future.”

16 Days of Activism to end violence against women
The World Council of Churches (WCC) is participating in “16 

Days of Activism against Gender Violence” through reflections, 
prayers and action towards overcoming violence against women.

To put an end to violence against women at the core of defend-
ing women’s human rights, the 16 Days of Activism from Nov. 
25 through Dec. 10 cover the International Women Human Rights 
Defenders Day on Nov. 29, World AIDS Day on Dec. 1 and In-
ternational Human Rights Day on Dec. 10.

As part of the 16 Days of Activism, the WCC’s Women in 
Church and Society program has launched a resource kit on the 
WCC website to engage churches and civil society groups from 
around the world.  The resources were developed in collaboration 
with the World YWCA (Young Women’s Christian Association) 
and the World Student Christian Federation.  Online materials 
include Bible studies, theological reflections, videos, links, prayers 
and ideas for activities for churches and individuals.

“It is a time for raising awareness in preparation for a para-
digm shift away from the denial of women’s human rights,” said 
Fulata Lusungu Moyo, WCC program executive for Women in 
Church and Society.

The 16 Days of Activism focus on sexual and domestic violence 
against women, sexism in contexts of caste, class and race, human 
trafficking, as well as initiatives towards transformative masculini-
ties aimed at addressing violence against women.

 
Faith groups fight small arms in Africa

“The fight against proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weap-
ons (SALW) is critical for peace and security in Africa,” said Peter 
Omurangi Otim, head of the Peace and Security department of 
the African Union (AU) at a World Council of Churches (WCC) 
consultation in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, held in November.

He stressed that partnership with faith-based organizations is 
essential to address illicit proliferation of weapons and the devas-
tating impact on peace, security and stability in African countries 
related to drug trafficking, terrorism, transnational organized 
crime, mercenary activities, looting, as well as domestic violence.”

Faith leaders warn Congress, Administration
 Faith leaders from 16 states joined heads of national religious 

organizations to stop deep cuts to programs that help the most vul-
nerable, telling Congress, “Don’t push the poor off the fiscal cliff.”

On Nov. 29  at the Bread for the World office building in Wash-
ington, D.C., leaders of Christian, Jewish and Muslim organiza-
tions spoke on behalf of people living in poverty in the United 
States and abroad, those who did the least to create the country’s 
deficit problems, but may suffer the most because of them. 

Several national campaigns raise the moral principle of pro-
tecting the poor and vulnerable in federal budget debates, and 
to “speak the truth” to lawmakers that the deficit is the result of 
inadequate revenue, unnecessary military spending and a recession 
that has pushed even more people into poverty.
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Justice + Equality
= Achievement

Pacific Northwest United Meth-
odist Bishop Grant Hagiya will 
present the Faith Action Net-
work’s Lifetime Justice Award to 
Alice Woldt at the 2012 awards 
dinner, benefit and celebration at 6 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 8, at Temple 
De Hirsch Sinai, 1511 E. Pike St., 
in Seattle. 

Faith leaders and advocates will 
celebrate the state network’s work 
to build a just, compassionate and 
sustainable world.

Father Michael Ryan, pastor of 
St. James Cathedral, and the Hon-
orable Ron Sims, former deputy 

secretary of the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and former King County 
executive, will be on the program.

Alice served as co-director of 
the Faith Action Network with 
Paul Benz after the Washington 
Association of Churches, which 
she served as transitional director 
for several years, merged with the 
Lutheran Public Policy Office.  
Alice also gave leadership to 
advocacy work with the Church 
Council of Greater Seattle.

The Faith Action Network will 
also present its Interfaith Award 

to the Gurudwara Singh Sabha in 
Renton for the Sikh candlelight 
vigil held in August after the mass 
shooting of Sikhs in Wisconsin.

The FAN will also recognize 
the Vancouver United Church 
of Christ with an Advocating 
Congregation Award for organiz-
ing a Marriage Equality March 
last February from Vancouver, 
Wash., to Olympia during the 
2012 session.

Rabbi Daniel Weiner will offer 
a welcome and opening prayer.

For information, call 206-625-
9790 or visit www.fanwa.org.

Faith Action Network honors advocates

The Spokane Low Income 
Housing Consortium’s 2012 An-
nual Meeting is from 11:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 12, in the 
SNAP Administration Building at 
3102 W. Fort Wright Dr. 

Jonathan Mallahan, community 
and neighborhood services direc-

tor, and Jerrie Allard, director of 
community housing and human 
services, both of the City of Spo-
kane, will speak on “Together 
Is Better: Merging Housing and 
Social Services Departments.”

Rachael Meyers, executive 
director of the Washington Low 

Income Housing Alliance, will 
speak about her agency’s 2013 
state legislative agenda.

Along with business, the SLI-
HC will celebrate its 2012 ac-
complishments.

For information, call 325-3235 
or email cindy@slihc.org.

Consortium schedules its annual meeting

The Ministers Fellowship 
Union is hosting a Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Service from 7 
to 9 p.m., Monday, Dec. 24, at 
New Hope Baptist Church, 409 
S. Greene.  The Rev. A.S. Rhodes 
of Mt. Olive Baptist will give the 
message.

It will also hold a Watch Night 
Service at 7 p.m., Monday, Dec. 

31, at 7 p.m., at Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
Church, 645 S. Richard Allen Ct.

The Ministers Fellowship 
Union is an interdenominational 
forum for pastors in area com-
munities to engage in fellowship, 
mutual support, teaching, training 
and Christian service.  Its mem-
bers seek to build racial, gender 

and multidenominational unity.
Its president is the Rev. Jim-

mie Pierce of Unspeakable Joy 
Christian Fellowship and its 
vice president is the Rev. Lonnie 
Mitchell of Bethel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church.

For information, call 535-1336 
or email spokaneministersfellow-
shp@gmail.com.

Ministers Fellowship Union plans services

Cheney Outreach Center is 
collecting gifts and funds for 
Christmas gifts for children.  The 
deadline is Dec. 19.

Gifts or checks may go to the 
center at 616 Third St.

There are also collection boxes 
at EWU, local businesses, Cheney 
Medical Center, Cheney Dental 
Center, the United Methodist 

Cheney Outreach gathers gifts for children
Church, United Church of Christ, 
St. Paul’s Episcopal and Em-

manuel Lutheran.
For information, call 235-8900.

Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
CeLebration 2013 - SpoKane

Justice + Equality
= Achievement

Sunday, January 20
Commemorative Celebration
4-6 p.m.   Holy Temple Church of God in Christ, 806 W. Indiana Ave.
Ivan Bush - Former director Martin Luther King Jr. Family Outreach 
Center and retired equity officer for Spokane Public Schools
Freda Gandy - director Martin Luther King Jr. Family Outreach Center

Monday, January 21
Annual Unity March
10 a.m.   Old Convention Center, 334 W. Spokane Falls Blvd.
Community Resource Fair, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
1st & 2nd Floors, Riverpark Square, 808 W. Main Ave.
Children’s Activity Fair, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
2nd Floor, STA Bus Plaza, 701 W. Riverside Ave.

Questions?  Call 509-455-8722
www.mlkspokane.org
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Money:
Grace & Justice
2013 Eastern Washington 

Legislative Conference 

Saturday, Feb. 2, 2013
8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Episcopal Cathedral of St. John 
127 E. 12th Ave. - Spokane 

• Issue Information Sessions on wage theft,
criminal justice reform, immigration, environment 

revenue & human services
• Reflection sessions with faith leaders

• Tools for congregational advocacy
• Keynote   • Legislative Briefing

,For information, contact
Malcolm Haworth - The Fig Tree - (509) 535-4112 

The Rev. Paul Benz - Faith Action Network (206) 625-9790

TO RSVP 
Send suggested donation of $20 (scholarships available)
To The Fig Tree • 1323 S. Perry St. • Spokane WA 99202

Making 
Connections

Save the Dates • Host a Table for The Fig Tree’s 

2013 Deepening Our Roots 
Benefit Breakfast 

Wednesday, March 13
Buffet begins 7:15 a.m. • Program is 7:30-8:30 a.m.

Benefit Lunch 

Friday, March 15
Buffet begins 11:45 a.m. • Program 12-1 p.m.

BOTH at Cataldo Hall at Gonzaga University 

Celebrating recent stories of faith in action 
The breakfast and luncheon are complimentary.  Guests will be invited to donate to support The Fig Tree.

CALL 535-4112 or 535-1813
email mary@thefigtree.org  •  The Fig Tree, 1323 S. Perry St., Spokane WA 99202

4225 W. Fremont Rd., Spokane, WA 99224
Mukogawa Ft. Wright Campus (509) 326-6638

Waldorf Teacher Training 

Winter Faire 
Dec. 8thth, 10am - 2pm

Children’s store & crafts, puppet 
shows, local handmade items.

WINDSONG SCHOOL

www.spokanewindsongschool.org

SEEDING THE FUTURE
Parent and Toddler Mornings . Preschool 

Kindergarten . First Grade . After Care

Friendliest 
Christmas tree Lot in town!

L’Arche Spokane:
Changing the world, one heart at a time

Safeway Lot at Hamilton and Mission
Daily from Nov. 30 through Dec. 20

noon to 9 p.m., Sunday-Friday
9 a.m. - 9 p.m., Saturday 

Trees are fresh cut nursery raised • Grand fir and Fraser fir - 6 to 10 feet
Candy canes and goodies for everyone!

Purchase your special Christmas tree from L’Arche 
and help people with developmental disabilities

L’Arche Spokane – 483-0438

putting food on the table for their 
families, we can help them free 
up their meager cash resources to 
cover their bills,” Melissa said.

The people facing hunger to-
day, she said, are more likely to 
be educated, older, have a home, 
and have one or two jobs but be 
underemployed.

“They look like you, or you or 
you,” she said, pointing to people 
in the congregation.

“Hunger deprives children of 
more than food.  It’s hard for 
children to learn when they are 
hungry,” Melissa said.

She added that teens who are 
hungry may make choices that 
will undermine them in the future.  
Parents lose dignity and feel hope-
less that they are unable to provide 
for their children.  Children feel 
a profound insecurity that may 
lead to mental health issues in 
the future.

In the face of those difficulties, 
Second Harvest has been able to 
provide more food and is on track 
to provide 22 million pounds of 
food in 2012.  

It is partnering with Washing-
ton State University to educate 
thousands of clients about healthy 
food choices on a shoestring and 
the benefits of eating healthful 
food, and to connect with other 
resources to meet their needs so 
they have a future.

“For every $1 you donate, we 
can provide five meals for hungry 

people,” Melissa said.  “The gift 
of food is a gift of hope, letting 
people know they are not alone in 
their struggle and that tomorrow 
will be better.  It is an investment 
in the future of our community 
and in the indomitability of the 
human spirit.”

In a telephone interview, Rod 
Wieber, chief resource officer, 
said he is finding that some people 
seeking help now say that they 
used to be donors and volunteers.

“It’s tough all over,” he said.  
“The news says the economy is 
rebounding, but it’s hard to see 
those signs.”

Stories of clients and informa-

tion about ways to give are avail-
able at www.2-harvest.org.

For information, call 534-6678.

Continued from page 1
Spokane Police Chief Frank 

Straub said it was appropriate to 
mark the Day of Tolerance the day 
after the sentencing of a member 
of the police department, whose 
actions took the life of someone 
who represented many communi-
ties of disadvantaged people.  

“We are to serve people in the 
community, regardless of skin 
color, religion, language or opin-
ion,” he said.

Gonzaga students then read 
more statistics about unemploy-
ment, drop outs, domestic vio-
lence, homelessness, hunger, dis-
ability, lack of clean water, human 
trafficking, slavery, forced labor, 
disease, unequal income, environ-
mental hazards on reservations, 
access to health care, literacy, 
childhood deaths and the lack of 
prenatal care.

These facts, said Tracy, indi-
cate that people, based on racial, 
cultural, religious, gender, sexual 
orientation and other differences, 

experience injustices and inequi-
ties in communities, states and 
internationally.

Mike Herzog, Gonzaga’s chief 
of staff, thanked those gathered to 
support the civic virtue of toler-
ance as part of Gonzaga’s 125th 
anniversary and 100th anniver-
sary of the Law School.

“Intolerance seems to be the 
oldest tradition and there seems 

to be little progress in respecting 
and caring for all,” he said.  “The 
U.S. Constitution guaranteed 
rights for all, but excluded slaves 
and women.  We have a racist 
heritage, unequal compensation 
for women and bias based on 
sexual orientation.  The first class 
at Gonzaga had no Native Ameri-
cans or women.”

He quoted Alexander Solzenit-

“We must have tolerance at a 
Catholic Jesuit University.  Ig-
natius asks us to see God in all 
things, and that includes in all 
human beings.  Our institution, 
community, nation and world 
have made progress, but we have 
more to do to be a tolerant world,” 
Mike said.

“There’s a difference between 
tolerance and acceptance and 
trust,” he continued.  “We need to 
pledge to move beyond tolerance 
to acceptance so we can make 
choices and act out of our true and 
best selves.  Let us do the hard 
work to transform the system from 
intolerance to acceptance.”

For information, call 313-5836.
zen, who said intolerance is the 
first sign of inadequate education.

More than 200 lined the sidewalk on the Gonzaga University campus.

Students and speakers share statistics that reveal inequities from intolerance

Continued from page 1

Hungry people educated, underemployed

Melissa Cloninger said $1 can provide five meals.

FRIENDS OF HREI SOCIAL

To celebrate
Human rights day

the Human Rights Education Institute 
presents speaker and Human 

Rights Education Award recipient

Dave eubanks

√  Lakes Magnet Middle School teacher
√  Multicultural Fair organizer
√  Heart transplant recipient
√  Father of five special-needs children

Win a new iPad mini, courtesy of 
Lt. Col. John Lasher, Jr., USMC, ret.  

Must be present to win!

Monday, Dec. 10
6 to 9 p.m. at HREI

Speaker at 6:30

414 W Mullan Rd
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814

208-292-2359 • info@hrei.org
www.hrei.org
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Action 
Recycling

911 E. Marietta

TOP PRICES
HONEST WEIGHT

aluminum
brass

copper
stainless

newspapers

483-4094

Find your "Point of Inspiration" at

Year-round facility—270 acres & 4,800 feet of waterfront 
on the east shore of Lake Coeur d'Alene.

 •  Open for non-profit groups from 16 to 160
 •  Two retreat lodges with all facilities
 • Fourteen cabins with baths down the trail
 • Lake-side chapel
 • Open-air pavilion for worship, dance or programs
 • Sheltered cove for swimming and boat moorage
 • Excellent food service, served family style
 •  Canoes and sailboats available
 • Hiking trails
 • Volleyball, basketball and horseshoes

Call 1-800-448-3489 to reserve your date 
for retreats, seminars, workshops or fellowship!  

Come and catch the spirit!

Family Promise of Spokane 
Helping Homeless Families in Spokane 
by Building Communities, Strengthening Lives   

For more information call (509) 747-5487 

 We wish to thank all the individuals & 
churches who have supported 

Family Promise throughout the year!  

Please consider a charitable gift this Holiday Season. 

Lena Lopez Schindler cele-
brates that social networks 
for The Windfall Thrift 

Store in the South Perry Neigh-
borhood are close and personal.

“In our society, people are 
often unaware of who lives next 
door, but Spokane still remembers 
people being good neighbors and 
helping each other.  People of faith 
still care,” Lena affirmed.

Despite ups and downs over 
the years, The Windfall, like its 
name, “makes something sweet 
out of the things the wind blows 
our way,” she finds.

The word “windfall,” which 
means unexpected good fortune, 
originally described fruit that the 
wind knocked off a tree.  The 
bruised windfall fruit was given 
away or sold at a discount. Penny-
wise homemakers bought boxes 
of it to make jams and jellies.  

One employee and 20 volun-
teers run the store, which draws 
15 to 20 people a day to shop for 
bargains.  Students, neighbors, 
immigrants, faithful customers 
who moved from the neighbor-
hood and other thrift shops come.

The store took over the role of 
doing rummage sales, which for 
years were a way the Cathedral of 
St. John’s Service League raised 
funds for the cathedral, commu-
nity and mission.

As president of the Service 
League this year, Lena, who has 
three part-time jobs, is responsible 
for administrative tasks and emer-
gencies.  She uses her community 
connections to promote it.  

Like some of the volunteers, 
she helps a few hours one day 
a month.  Other volunteers give 
many hours each week to keep 
the store going.  

In the recent economic down-
turn, The Windfall has struggled 
with more demand for clothing 
just as people are unable to give 
as much in clothing donations.

“The volunteer-employee ratio 
has waxed and waned over the 
years,” she said.  “A few years 
ago, we thought we might go 
out of business, but increasing 
volunteer time and weatherizing 
the building—including install-
ing new double-paned windows 
at the front in October—has kept 
the store going.

“Volunteers offer their skills—as 
cashiers, sorting and preparing 
clothes in the back room, hanging 
them on racks or folding them 
on tables,” Lena said.  “Some do 
plumbing.  Others clean and dust.”

The volunteers are from the 
cathedral, St. Steven’s and St. Da-
vid’s Episcopal in Spokane, and 
St. Mark’s Episcopal in Ritzville.  

The Windfall can always use 
more volunteers, including some-

one to handle EBay sales.
The store uses volunteer staff 

only from Tuesday to Thursday.  
Volunteer and paid staff run it Fri-
day and Saturday.  It is open from 
1 to 6 p.m. Tuesday to Friday, and 
1 to 5 p.m., Saturday.

The Windfall continually needs 
gently used clothing, especially 
men’s clothing.  Sometimes there 
is plenty of children’s clothing, 
and sometimes they need more.  

“We had nine bags last month, 
but now the glut of children’s 
clothing is gone,” she said. 

The Windfall also accepts dona-
tions of kitchenware, household 
items, bedding, used books, fur-
niture, knick knacks, DVDs and 
more.  Some donations are items 
left after yard and estate sales.  
Donations come from the neigh-
borhood and around the diocese.

Volunteers sort donations, clean 
them and set them out to sell, 
organizing clothing by sizes and 
hanging them on racks.  Prices are 
on the racks.

The Windfall draws people by 
its low prices: $1 for children’s 
clothing, $2.50 for women’s 
blouses—in contrast to $4 or $6 
at other thrift stores.  

The average net profit after 
expenses each month is $1,200.  
Of that, 10 percent is tithed to 
the cathedral and the rest goes to 
neighborhood charities.

Items that do not sell are given 
to other charities, such as Our Sis-
ters Closet, the Community Ware-
house, Union Gospel Mission, 
Our Place and Christ Kitchen.

Because the cathedral is the 
seat of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Spokane with 42 congregations 
in Eastern Washington and North 
Idaho, it is concerned about prob-
lems of the region, Lena said.  

The Service League, which has 
representatives from six guilds, 
also organizes an annual bazaar, 
coffee hours, funeral receptions 
and kitchen activities.

Lena told The Windfall’s story.  
After more than 40 years of do-
ing rummage sales to raise funds, 
Mrs. Richard Coombs, then wife 
of the dean of the cathedral, and 
Mrs. Finch Parsons, wife of a 
deacon, had the idea of a thrift 
store. Originally, it began to 
provide low-cost clothing, shoes, 
household items, books and other 
items to people in the South Perry 
and Grant neighborhood.  

In April 1961, they opened 
the “Windmill” in the windmill 
store at 11th and South Perry.  By 
1966, they needed more space, 
and secured their location at 1024 

S. Perry, renaming the store, The 
Windfall.  By 1967, the Service 
League decided to stop doing 
rummage sales and put all their 
effort into The Windfall as its 
primary income source. 

Lena said Bishop Edward 
Cross, who came in 1924, and 
his wife, Angela, started the Ser-
vice League at All Saints Church 
at First and Jefferson.  In 1925, 
he envisioned building a gothic 
cathedral overlooking Spokane.

The Service League was to raise 
money for the building and its 
appointments—furniture, pews, 
stained glass and vestments.

In 1931, the league and its 16 
guilds raised $14,300 despite the 
Depression—$195,582 in today’s 
dollars—in addition to funds it 
gave for food, clothing and relief.

It continued to raise funds for 
the cathedral, which many groups 
use as a community center.

In 2011, the guilds and Service 
League raised $20,000, most of 
which went to local outreach.  

Lena started to attend the Epis-
copal Cathedral of St. John before 
she went to college at the Univer-
sity of Puget Sound.  She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in art and art 
history in 1990.  She earned a 
master’s in fine arts in sculpture 
at the University of Montana in 
Missoula in 1995.

Being spiritual and inquisitive, 
she had a love-hate relationship 
with Christianity, investigating 
Buddhism and women’s spiri-
tuality in the 1990s.  Teaching 
art 12 years at Spokane Falls 
Community College, Whitworth 
University, Eastern Washington 
University and Fairchild Air Force 
Base, Lena re-entered the church.  

As she read about Byzantine 
and Renaissance art to prepare for 
classes and as she took students to 
see art and architecture at Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, 
Temple Beth Shalom, the Cathe-
dral of St. John and St. Marks 
Lutheran Church, she gained 
understanding of Christian faith.

After her mother died in 2003, 
Lena became more involved in 
the cathedral and active in a guild.

Anticipating funding cuts in 
higher education, she began look-
ing for other employment op-
portunities.  

She now works in estate and 
asset planning, and owns the Hun-
gry Robin Garden, which sells 
heirloom fruits and vegetables and 
fine crafts at the South Perry and 
Spokane Farmers’ Markets.

For information, call 534-3888 or 
email lopezandschindler@me.com.

Locally owned nutrition stores since 1977
Valley 109 N. University Rd. 922-3655
North NorthPointe Plaza 466-9661
South 3001 E. 29th      533-0554
Liberty Lake Liberty Lake Plaza (by Safeway) 444-5028
Hayden 293 West Prairie Shopping Center (208) 762-2141
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For our friends & neighbors from other 
cultures, communicating in English 
can open the door to employment, 
friendships, and more.  

Let your friends know about 
DAILY DOSE 

English Classes TODAY!

FREE  ENGLISH CLASSES
Call 509.448.5312 for loCations and times

Spokane, Wenatchee, Othello, Moses Lake & more

Maya Earth Coffee
Your congregation or nonprofit can raise funds 

by co-marketing fair-trade, organic coffee 
through Coffee with a Cause

509-768-3193   •   Toll free:  877-892-3193 
coffee@mayaearthcoffee.com  •  www.mayaearthcoffee.com

Related stories are
on pages 1 and 6

Windfall conveys caring for neighborhood

for Spring 2013
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You are invited to the Fifth Annual

St. Lucy’s Candlelight Breakfast

Benefit for Shalom Ministries

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist

Saturday, Dec. 15 - 7:30 a.m.
$30 donation or a table of 8 for $210

Tickets available at

at Central UMC, 518 W 3rd Ave, Spokane  •  509-455-9019 

or by email:  shalom ministries10@gmail.com

Building on Faith with

Eliminating poverty housing
one house at a time.
HELP BUILD IT!

Interested in 
owning your own home, 

donating or volunteering?
Visit our website

www.habitat-spokane.org
or call 509- 534-2552

SHOP AT
The Habitat Store

doors, Windows, Appliances
Cabinets, Lighting, Paint, tile

Hardware, Plus Much More

Spokane industrial Park
3808 n. Sullivan rd., Bldg 10

Spokane Valley WA 99216 

509-535-9517
STORE HOURS: 

Mon - Sat  9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

The Franciscan Place * 1016 N Superior St.

RSVP-(509) 483-6495 *  www.SJFConline.org

Thomas Merton’s Bridges to 
Contemplative Living Series 

Tuesdays 6-7:30 p.m.
Facilitator: Patricia Novak, OSF

Upcoming Programs 

Journey toward personal spiritual 
transformation and a more 

contemplative and peace-filled life. 

View current calendar 
of events online

Women’s Cancer Survivor Retreat
January 25-27, 2013

Pamper yourself and share with other survivors. 
Join us for a weekend of relaxation, meditation, 
rest, presentation, sharing and more. You will 
even be treated to a massage and reflexology 

treatment as part of this one of a kind weekend. 
Limited to ten people. 

 
Begins 7:00PM Friday to Sunday 1:00PM             

Cost: $195  - Scholarships available

RSVP TODAY

Everyone is welcome 
RSVP TODAY

Series VIII 
Seeing that Paradise Begins Now

       January 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 2013
Suggested Donation: $35/series

includes book

By Kaye Hult
After recent conversations Tom 

Carter had with some people who 
thought their minds were made up 
on issues, three people came away 
expressing that he had challenged 
them to think further.  They 
emerged from the conversations 
with broadened perspectives.

“I never thought of it that way.”
“I never thought you could give 

me a reason to think differently 
than I did a few minutes ago.”

“I now see something I never 
thought existed.”

As the new executive director 
of the Human Rights Education 
Institute (HREI), Tom believes 
the way to solve problems is 
through communication, and that 
requires education.

He came to the HREI with a 
mandate from the institute’s board 
of directors to bring viability and 
sustainability to the organization.

So his job entails working with 
the board to raise funds, build 
community involvement and 
encourage visitors to stand up 
for human rights, tolerance and 
respect for everyone.  

The Kootenai County Task 
Force on Human Relations cre-
ated the institute in 1998 as its 
educational arm.  Since 2005, 
the HREI has operated out of a 
historic downtown building at 
414 W. Mullan Rd.

Tom resonates with HREI’s 
values: human rights, education, 
dignity, diversity, inclusivity and 
partnerships.  He and the board 
envision programs to help educa-
tors, support students and broaden 
businesses by teaching tolerance, 
diversity and cultural awareness 
in this community and beyond.

The institute began with an 
endowment that has funded the 
work since its inception.  Now, 
however, the board recognized 
the need for an executive director 
with business acumen, as well as 
a passion for human rights.

Tom brings more than 20 years 
of experience in education, busi-
ness development and training.  
He earned a bachelor’s in psy-
chology from Gonzaga Univer-
sity in 1995 and a master’s in 
teaching from Whitworth Univer-
sity in 2001.  He was headmaster 
at a private boys school for more 
than 16 years.  He also previously 
owned a small business.

He has put his business skills 
to work by cutting spending 72 
percent, turning down heat in the 
winter and opening windows in 
the summer.  He also finds grants 
to cover costs of the programs.

“Our goal is to raise money to 
keep the institute going,” he said.  
“The HREI can no longer rely 
on the endowment.  We’re being 
efficient.  We receive no state or 
federal funding.  Our funds are 
from private donors or grants.”

He has put together a successful 
golf tournament and other benefits 
that have raised about $70,000, 
half of the annual budget.

Tom seeks to gain more com-
munity support through an annual 
fund drive, a monthly sustainabil-
ity program and volunteer oppor-
tunities. To increase involvement, 
he set regular hours of operation.  
The HREI is open 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday, and 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday.

 “Cultural diversity, awareness, 
support and understanding start 
with community involvement and 
branch out from there,” Tom said.

The HREI invites the com-
munity to four socials a year.  The 
next one is at 6 p.m., Monday, 
Dec. 10, at the institute, featuring  
David Eubanks as speaker and 
presenting him with the Human 
Rights Education Award for his 
work as teacher at Lakes Middle 
School and organizer of the Mear-
ly Multicultural Fair.  The events 
include socializing and speakers.

The community also partici-
pates in exhibits the HREI hosts 
or creates, programs for children 
and events that celebrate diversity.  

November events included 
African song and dance, tango 
lessons, an art show, the first 
Transgender Day of Remem-
brance Vigil in North Idaho, and 
a Human Rights Book Club.

The HREI’s two-year calen-
dar has four six-month quarters.  

The past two years, its programs 
focused on Mahatma Gandhi’s 
Seven Social Sins under the theme 
“Peace Lives Here.”  

In January, the theme shifts to 
Native Americans and Africans. 

Programs include human 
rights education for children in 
K-12 school programs, using a 
curriculum the HREI offers.  It 
also hosts a Martin Luther King 
Jr. Children’s Week Program.

For middle school and high 
school students, its Young Advo-
cates for Human Rights program 
offers speakers, field trips and 
community service.

The HREI provides global 
diversity training to businesses, 
teachers, schools, colleges and the 
wider community.

Tom’s passion for human rights 
began in his childhood.  

“I’ve seen it as an issue ever 
since I was a child,” he reflected.  
“I grew up in a multicultural fam-
ily.  My mother is Hispanic.  We 
lived in the Oakland, Calif., area, 
which was culturally diverse.  I 
saw people’s issues with diversity, 
but I never understood them.

“In my family, my father was 
bigoted.  He regularly offered 
racial slurs,” said Tom, who chose 
emulate his grandfather, Salvador 
Lopez Leiva.  “He worked for 
Chrysler, starting out working as 
a groundskeeper and working up 
to be vice president, despite being 
a Spanish immigrant.”  

From him, Tom learned the 
work ethic, doing things right and 
treating people well.  

When he was eight, he moved 
to Spokane.  Since then, the 
Northwest has been his home.  
While serving in the Marines, he 

lived in South Korea.  He also 
spent time in Central America, Ja-
pan, Jamaica, Canada and Hawaii 
after he left the service. Tom and a 
friend worked with aborigines in 
the Australian Outback in 2005.  

Through these experiences, he 
learned to see each person as an 
individual.  He invites those with 
whom he interacts to do the same.  

Tom also lives his convic-
tions through involvement with 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Spokane Valley, serving on the 
Catholic Diocese of Spokane 
executive board, participating on 
advisory boards of the Disability 
Action Center in Coeur d’Alene 
and Family Magazine, and men-
toring youth to set goals.

He wants to help “people see 
people as people,” not as labels— 
Mormon, Latino, black, Joe the 
plumber, Sikh, Hindu or CEO—
but simply as individuals.

“Interaction with people edu-
cates us.  Experience educates.  
I’ve learned much from people 
who don’t have formal education, 
but have other kinds of wisdom,” 
Tom said.  

“To close off and not communi-
cate with others allows minds to 
stagnate about what is reality and 
what is not reality,” he said.

“I want people to change them-
selves through awareness, infor-
mation and choices,” he said.

For information, call 208-292-
2359 or visit www.hrei.org.

Tom Carter heads the Human Rights Education Institute 

Human rights education entails changing people’s hearts and minds
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 You can

voaspokane.org/give

Give her a 
home for the 

holidaysSpokane-area residents who heat with a pre-1995 
wood stove or insert may save up to $1,000 on an 
upgrade to a cleaner, more efficient stove/insert. 

Full replacement grants are also available for 
income-qualified applicants.

For information call 
477-4727 ext. # 115

Heat with 
an old 

Wood Stove?
Grants available now to 

replace old devices

Five Reasons to Choose The Academy
• Roomy, affordable apartments
•  Anytime dining
•  Full kitchens
•  Personalized assisted living services
•  Active living program

 CALL NOW FOR A PERSONAL TOUR

One of a kind retirement community
www.merrillgardens.com

(509) 484-4099
1216 N. Superior St.
Spokane WA 99202

License #BH 1625

RetiRement & Assisted Living

Related stories on pages 1 and 6

Be c a u s e  o f  S p e n c e r 
Grainger’s commitment 
to serve his neighborhood, 

the Liberty Park/Grant School 
area of Spokane, he interacts 
daily with children whose fami-
lies come from Burma, Vietnam, 
Sudan, Eritrea, Kenya and Iraq.

The Liberty Park Child De-
velopment Center, where he is 
program and development di-
rector, is situated in the Liberty 
Park Apartments, which provide 
subsidized, temporary housing at 
1417 E. Hartson.  Many people 
who live there and elsewhere in 
the neighborhood are refugees.  

Along the edge of the recep-
tion desk in the center’s office 
are greetings in the 13 languages 
children there speak, an example 
of the cross-cultural communica-
tion that occurs there.

The four-year-olds whose 
families come from around the 
world pick up English readily.  
They are at about the same lan-
guage development level as native 
English speaking neighborhood 
four-year-olds, Spencer said.

The center’s 35 pre-kindergar-
teners, its up to 30 before- and 
after-school children, and the 
children in its summer program 
include African Americans, His-
panics, Asians and children of 
other races.  Their demographics 
match Grant Elementary School’s 
ratio of 50 percent white and 50 
percent from various racial and 
ethnic backgrounds.

While most of the children are 
from the neighborhood, some 
come from other areas of the city.

Despite starting 30 years ago 
to provide day care for poor 
families, the Liberty Park Child 
Development Center now focuses 
“on investing in the community 
to prepare the next generation of 
leaders for our community, our 
city and our world,” said Spencer.

Believing that any of the chil-
dren from economically chal-
lenged households could become 
a mayor or the President, he said 
the center’s role is more than just 
to watch children until their par-
ents pick them up.

Teachers expect the children 
will be “leaders in a changing 
world,” so they guide the children 
to have a voice in what their class-
rooms will be like.

To express that vision, the cen-
ter changed its logo from three 
children of diverse races to three 
flowers, each with five multi-
colored petals shaped like hands 
to represent growing children and 
community, Spencer said.

The pre-kindergarten classroom 
is like the natural world with a tree 
and wildlife, a solar system hung 
from the 20-foot tall ceiling and a 

view overlooking the city.
Spencer began in July as one of 

three administrative staff support-
ing the work of two teachers in 
the state-funded Early Childhood 
Education and Assistance Pro-
gram (ECEAP) and two teachers 
in the before- and after-school 
Champions Program.

The ECEAP program, which is 
for four-year-olds, also provides 
families with education, health, 
social services, nutrition educa-
tion and parent events.

Spencer, who grew up in Spo-
kane and has lived in the neigh-
borhood for 10 years, said the 
before- and after-school programs 
mentor children in life skills, tutor 
them and help them with home-
work, so they have time with their 
families when they go home.

The life skills include learning 
to resolve conflicts in productive 
ways and to resist peer pressure 
to abuse drugs.  They also include 
Christian education.

In the summer program, teach-
ers take the children out of the 
building every day to museums, 
parks, theaters, farms, science 
centers, swimming pools, splash 
pads and vacation Bible schools.  
They go on walks and learn to use 
public transportation. They play 
games and create arts-and-crafts 
projects.

“We give children skills and 
connect them to the city so they 
will want to stay here and make 
it better,” said Spencer, who also 
works as adjunct faculty at Whit-
worth University, teaching and 
mentoring students in administra-
tive leadership.

After earning a master’s degree 
in public administration from 
Eastern Washington University 
in 2008, he began working as the 
director of Pathways to Progress 
and later as interim executive di-
rector at Emmanuel Family Life 
Center when it opened in 2009.

Spencer made a commitment 
to attend a church within walking 
distance from his home, so he and 
his family attended Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church.  He 
has also attended other churches 
in the South Perry neighborhood 
to help connect those churches to 
the surrounding neighborhood.

When he and his wife Stacie 
first married, they lived near the 
Cathedral of St. John and attended 
there.

Having grown up in nonde-
nominational churches, it was 
a shift when he became part of 
the Episcopal cathedral, which 
overlooks and is an integral part 
of Spokane.

He found the sound of the 
cathedral’s carillon a reminder to 
the community of its presence.  In 
contrast to the concept of a church 
focusing on building community 
inside its walls, he found the ca-
thedral has a positive impact on 
the community around it.

 “I’m committed to make a 
connection between the church 
and the surrounding community,” 
Spencer said, “as part of my 
understanding of the great com-
mandment to love our neighbors 
as we love ourselves.

“It’s not always easy to love 
our neighbors, to connect with 
people along the way as the Good 
Samaritan did.  My neighbors may 
be broken and frayed.

“My neighbors are more than 
the people I go to church with,” 
he said.  “I love the people who 
live in the spot where I live.  We 
are to be Christians in our com-
munity as a practical response to 
Christ’s calling.  We are to love 
folks who are not in church and 
may be different.”

“We try to be our neighbor-
hood’s response to Christ in a 
time when churches often do not 

connect with their neighbors,” 
he continued.  “My interest in 
Liberty Park is in response to my 
call to serve neighbors.  I have two 
children, and I am called to relate 
with neighbors so they will grow 
up in a healthy neighborhood.  I 
want neighborhood children to 
grow up loving their neighbor-
hood.”

At Eastern Washington Uni-
versity, while managing a service-
learning project and through the 
urban planning department at 
EWU, he began to consider the 
relationship of churches and their 
surrounding neighborhoods.

On a study abroad program in 
England in 2003, he learned of the 
evolution of British cities, such 
as Liverpool, which was almost 
bombed to nothing, losing half 
of the people, infrastructure and 
historic buildings.  

“In England, I also looked at 
the importance of churches in 
the evolution of cities, including 
their road systems and land use.  
I considered the impact of the 
physical presence of churches 
and government as having a vital 
role in the development of com-
munity,” he said.

Liberty Park Child Develop-

ment Center is an outreach of 
the Presbytery of the Inland 
Northwest with funding primarily 
from area Presbyterian churches, 
grants, individual donations and 
scholarships.  It receives food 
reimbursements from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s food 
program for child-care centers, 
and meals are cooked on site.

The ECEAP program is fund-
ed through the state of Washing-
ton.  Christian education occurs 
only in the before- and after-
school program.

The center seeks to be a neigh-
borhood hub, partnering with 
nearby organizations to provide 
services.

It partners with First, Bethany, 
Hamblen Park, Manito and Whit-
worth Presbyterian churches in 
Spokane; Community Presbyte-
rian in St Maries, Idaho; Marcus 
Whitman Presbyterian in Des 
Moines, Wash.; and the Bethel 
B.A.S.I.C. Gospel Choir, the Tree 
of Sharing, Project Warm-Up and 
the nearby Windfall Thrift Store.  

It also partners with the South 
Perry Business and Neighbor-
hood Association, Liberty Park 
United Methodist Church, Em-
maus Church, Bethel AME, and 
the Buddhist Temple for the South 
Perry Street Fair on the third Sat-
urday of July.

Spencer said the center ac-
cepts volunteers to assist in the 
classrooms, on field trips, with 
reading, in the office and with 
maintenance.

For information, call 534-0957 
or visit libertyparkkids.org.

The Center for Organizational 
Reform

Struggling with 
miscommunication?  

Call us for help

509.879.9235

Spencer Grainger pursues partnerships to improve its services to children.

Commitment to neighborhood leads to interaction with many cultures
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Just Trade
fairly traded
crafts from

around 
the world

inside 
Brused Books

235 E. Main
Pullman, WA

509-334-7898
Mon-Fri 11 am-6 pm
Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 

Mike Robinson never knows 
when, where or if what he con-
veys will click with someone he 
relates with as vice principal at 
Centennial Middle School, as an 
ordained elder-teacher at Holy 
Temple Church of God in Christ 
or as prison minister at Airway 
Heights Correction Center or 
Walla Walla Prison.

As he teaches people, he brings 
his life experiences, his caring and 
his desire to build relationships.  
Often he shares just by being 
present in people’s lives and by 
modeling a positive way of living 
everyday life.

Now in his second year as vice 
principal at Centennial Middle 
School in the West Valley School 
District, Mike incorporates under-
standing of people gained from 
his experiences in ministry and in 
military service, turning discipline 
into teachable moments.

He’s able to do that because 
he has relationships with the 
students.  He greets them at the 
door each day as they come in, 
sees them in the halls, and attends 
football and baseball games.  He’s 
a presence in students’ lives.  He 
also connects with the community 
and meets parents at games and 
school conferences.

As a chief petty officer in the 
Navy, he served as a Search and 
Rescue Swimmer, jumping into 
water from helicopters to rescue 
people. His deployments were in 
Italy, Spain, Australia, Singapore 
and Asia, as well as the United 
States.  He joined the Church of 
God in Christ in 1986 while based 
in San Diego.  

Before retiring from the Navy 
in 1995, he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in liberal arts in 1992 from 
St. Mary’s College in Maryland.  
He also studied business and eco-
nomics for two years.

After leaving the service, he 
worked briefly in banking, with 
Blockbuster and as night security 
officer for Microsoft.

At City University in Tacoma, 
he earned a master’s in K-8 edu-
cation in 1998.  During that time, 
he qualified and was ordained as 
an elder in the Church of God in 
Christ in 1997.

He taught math for three years 
to seventh to ninth graders in the 
Bethel School District, coached 
varsity girls’ basketball for four 
years at Wilson High School in 
Tacoma, was vice principal at 
Lakota Middle School in Federal 
Way and was principal for three 
years at Glaudrone Middle School 
in Tacoma.

The school reorganized because 
of funding cuts, letting go all 
administrative staff and rehiring 
only some.  His year unemployed 
was “a shocker” for him, “but God 

met all of our needs.”
He did substitute teaching for 

a year before moving to Spokane 
Valley.

At Centennial Middle School, 
Mike said his role is to connect 
with the 580 students, faculty, 
staff and surrounding community.  
He is part of the team provid-
ing for the academic and social 
needs of students as they progress 
through sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades, preparing to transition into 
high school.

“The vice principal at a middle 
school handles discipline,” he 
said.  “I can use it as an opportu-
nity to teach the students, because 
I have a relationship with them.”

“They know that when they 
come to see Mr. Robinson there 
are consequences, but they also 
know I care about them,” he said.  
“I want to help them learn and 
grow from their mistakes.  I chal-
lenge them to be truthful.

“Students want to have rules 
and expectations, so we create a 
positive culture for students to be 
accountable,” he said.

As a lifelong learner, Mike 
hopes to instill that passion in 
others.  

“I want to continue to learn to 
be better.  If people call things 
to my attention, I try to improve 
myself so I can be the best at what 
I do,” he said.

He wants other people to share 
that attitude so they can make ad-

justments that improve their lives.
Mike thinks middle-school age 

is a time to make a positive impact 
to mold children and youth for a 
lifetime.  Many carry baggage, 
coming from broken homes, hav-
ing a parent incarcerated or worry-
ing where the next meal will come 
from.  Many of the students are 
on free or reduced-price lunches.

“The stories of some pull on 
the heartstrings, because much of 
their situation is no fault of their 
own,” Mike said.

“This school is a place where 
their life barriers do not matter.  
We give students a sense of home, 
family and support for learning,” 
he said.

“In my years in education, I 
have found young people resilient.  
Giving them the right nurturing 
and environment, they will flour-
ish,” Mike said.  “I see students 
mature even in one year.  I want to 
help the students grow academi-
cally, socially and emotionally.”

While he doesn’t talk about 
spiritual issues at school, he can 
model his faith by being someone 
the students want to emulate.

“I try to display consistent be-
havior every day,” he said.  “It’s 
one thing to talk a good game 
about one’s faith, but another 
thing just to live it by caring for 
people.”

Many students know he’s also 
a minister.  Some saw him in that 
role when he spoke at Millwood 
Presbyterian Church.

An insight from his experience 
in the Navy was the way people 
on the flight deck of a ship worked 
together, using their different tal-
ents and responsibilities.

He believes teamwork like 
that is also key in education and 
in ministry.

During their years in the Ta-
coma area, Mike and his wife 
Joan began doing prison ministry 
at the state prison in Walla Walla.  
In addition, he leads a twice-a-
month interactive Bible study 
for 50 inmates at Airway Heights 
Correction Facility.

When he was an angry third 
grader growing up in Seattle with 
his mother, brother and sister, 
some may have thought he was 
headed to jail.  His father had left 
when he was six months old.  In 
the fourth grade, however, some-

one cared and he began going to 
church with his mother’s friend.

“I gave my life to the Lord and 
spent my teen years in the youth 
group,” Mike said.  “So now 
I go to jail to minister, I serve 
the church by teaching children 
and adults, leading workshops 
and seminars, and I relate with 
middle-school students to give 
them guidance.”

With students and prisoners, he 
knows the importance of people 
having both opportunities and 
discipline. 

Mending relationships is also 
key in each setting.

In prisons, he meets with people 
who made mistakes and need 
someone to reach out to share the 
Gospel without judging them for 
what they have done.

“Recognizing that we are all 
sinners and have fallen short,” 
Mike said.  “I minister to them, 
and they minister to me.”

At Airway Heights, prisoners 
discuss Scriptures during multi-
racial services Mike leads.  

“They want to learn and im-
prove their lives,” he said, aware 
that some may come just to be out 
of their cells  “When they come, 
however, they hear the Word of 
God, which does not leave people 
in a void.  My role is to teach the 
Word and to pray for people.  I 
have no expectation of instantly 
healing people.

“It’s awesome to realize that 
God made each of us to fulfill 
God’s purposes.  We are each one 
of a kind,” he said.

For information, call 828-0362 or 
email eldermlrobinson@yahoo.com.

Developing relationships and being positive role model clicks with students

Mike Robinson establishes relationships and models the kind 
of attitude adjustments he seeks to instill in students.
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C A T H O L I C  C E M E T E R I E S  O F  S P O K A N E

P R E PA R E 
your family for the most important decision in life

E N S U R E 
peace of mind

P R O V I D E 
the proper resources for the committal service following the Funeral Mass

C A T H O L I C  C E M E T E R I E S  O F  S P O K A N E

 Holy Cross Queen of Peace St. Joseph
 7200 N Wall St 6910 S Ben Burr Rd 17825 E Trent Ave

509-467-5496      www.cathcem.org

The first place for a pre-need meeting

follow your faith

Spiritual ConverSationS
with Spokane Bahá’is

Wednesday, Dec. 5
The Poetry of Qurrqtu’l-’Ayn (Táhirih): 

Spirituality and Gender 
in 19th Century Iran

5 p.m. First Wednesdays
at

Chairs Coffee
113 W. Indiana St.

www.spokanebahais.org

The Ministry Institute
Center for Spiritual Renewal at Gonzaga University

SkIllS FOR SERvIcE 
Second Saturday WorkShop SerieS  

Puzzling Out God’s Plan
Saturday, December 8  

Waiting in Hope - Advent Retreat 
Shonna Bartlett - Ministry Institute Program Director

Price:  $35 per workshop - 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Includes lunch & time for prayer and sharing

RSVP to reserve your spot today - Call (509) 313-5765
Nate Greene - executive director   •  Shonna Bartlett - program director
 Email:  bartletts@gonzaga.edu  •  www.gonzaga.edu/ministryinstitute

405 E. Sinto Ave
Spokane WA 99202

Named for the Celtic under-
standing of an oak tree as a door 
between physical and spiritual 
realms, and with its logo image 
of deep rootedness and branches 
reaching out into the world, The 
Oak Tree is a new approach to 
faith life that several West Central 
Spokane clergy and lay leaders 
have started.

However it’s defined—move-
ment, faith community, activists’ 
gathering—it’s designed to draw 
people concerned about social 
justice and reconnect them to an 
awareness that people of faith 
are engaged in transforming the 
world.

Participants emphasize that 
“how we live, what we do, how 
we treat people and what choices 
we make in this world are at the 
heart of 21st-century faith life,” 
said the Rev. Deb Conklin, pas-
tor of St. Paul’s and Liberty Park 
United Methodist Churches.

She helps lead The Oak Tree 
along with the Rev. Liv Larson 
Andrews, pastor of Salem Lu-
theran Church; Lynda Maraby, 
lay missioner with Salem and 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church; 
Matt Phillips, an attorney offering 
access to legal services at Salem, 
and Joel Williamson, whose 
“church” is The Oak Tree.

“The Oak Tree invites people 
to explore spirituality even though 
they may not go to traditional 
churches,” said Deb. “It engages 
people in a faith-based com-
munity to live the social justice 
teachings of Jesus.”

People come to study and work 
for social justice, to understand 
issues and processes so they can 
change what is broken.  Some-
times it leads people to faith and 
sometimes it doesn’t, Deb said.

In gathering, study, story-shar-
ing and reflection, people become 
aware that systems create condi-
tions that make people hungry and 
deprive them of basic necessities, 
creating widows and orphans.

Joel’s story exemplifies what 
draws participants.

“I now realize Jesus was a sys-
tems thinker, attentive to people’s 
needs and aware of where the 
power was and what leverage was 
needed to bring change to improve 
people’s lives,” he said.

Joel now believes a powerful 
faith community can transform 
the world, as well as individuals.

In the fourth generation of his 
family at St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, which his great grand-
parents helped found, he went to 
Sunday school at St. Stephen’s 
until he was about 10.  Attending 
churches with friends in his junior 
high through college years, led 
him to think religion was about a 
checklist of what to believe.

“If you could check the boxes, 

good things would happen to you 
in this life and after.  I couldn’t 
believe ‘the facts’ listed, so I was 
‘left behind’ with questions.”

Joel, who graduated in 2005 
from Eastern Washington Univer-
sity with a bachelor’s in theater, 
went to Los Angeles.  He spent 
four years doing lighting design 
with a touring theatre group.  Its 
members wrote and performed a 
play about their experiences of 
racism as an African American, a 
Hispanic and a Filipino American.

He began to see how systems 
cause injustices that stir people 
to re-present the injustice to oth-
ers through art to challenge them 
to see causes.  He began to read 
about politics and economics.

“I had an ‘aha’ moment when 
I became aware that my family’s 
story was linked to political and 
economic systems,” Joel said.

He had thought his parents’ 
rose-growing business and mar-
riage had failed because they had 
not worked hard enough.  

“I realized the business closed 
because conglomerates owned 
grocery stores that previously 
bought roses and other goods lo-
cally. Free-trade agreements with 
Central America and cheap trans-
portation meant the stores could 
buy cheaper roses from thousands 
of miles away than from local 
growers,” he said.  

That injustice meant he would 
not be a rose grower.

“At that moment, I wanted to 
come home and reconnect with 
my family,” he said.  “I had 
blamed them rather than realizing 
how hard they had worked.”

Back in Spokane, Joel began 
searching for ways to make the 
city a better place.  Learning about 
the Spokane Alliance, he walked 
into the office in 2009 and said 
what they did sounded like what 
he wanted to do: to build power 
to change Spokane.

He wanted to be involved even 
though he was not a member of an 
organization that was a member.

Soon Joel was walking the 
South Perry neighborhood with 
Deb, going house to house to tell 
about SustainableWorks doing 
retrofits to reduce energy waste.

“I didn’t think I had any-
thing in common with pastors, 
but found that this pastor deeply 
cared about what I cared about,” 
Joel said.  “We shared the same 
values.  She said they came from 
Christ and the Gospel.  I thought 
the Gospel had nothing to do with 
‘this world.’  

“Pastors and people of faith of 
different denominations showed 
up at alliance meetings and shared 
how the story of faith connects to 
the things I’m concerned about 
here and now,” he said.

Joel began to see that Jesus 
started a movement to develop 
leaders, change systems, bring 
jubilee, redistribute wealth and 
free slaves.

“Many reject faith because 
they don’t know commitment to 
Jesus is about social justice, as 
well as salvation,” said Deb.

Now Joel finds a spiritual 
connection that empowers him 
through the Oak Tree.  Large-
group monthly meetings are a 
chance for him to connect with 

people, the stories that have 
shaped them and how their stories 
connect to the world.

Joel began volunteering with 
the Spokane Alliance and then 
worked for it.  Now he works as 
legislative assistant with Spokane 
City Councilman Jon Snyder.  

In today’s culture, people like 
Joel might not respond to an in-
vitation to be part of a traditional 
church, but would go to a seminar.

So since February, The Oak 
Tree has offered Thursday semi-
nars, inviting people through 
Facebook and drawing some from 
Occupy Spokane, the Peace and 
Justice Acton League of Spokane 
and the participating churches.

Seminars meet from 5:30 to 7 
p.m., Thursdays, followed by con-
versation at a pub or coffee house.

In February, about 20 began 
a six-week study of Agenda for a 
New Economy by David Korten.  
They meet in Salem Lutheran 
Church’s fireside room.  

After the study, a task force 
formed to research why the econ-
omy is broken and what can 
be done.  Some are exploring 
developing an anaerobic digester 
to create alternative energy from 
methane to heat a greenhouse in 
the winter and produce compost 
for growing local food.  Joel is 
coordinating that effort.

In the spring, Kris Christian-
sen, who is on the ministry team 
at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
and is one of the founders, led 
a class that focused on GMOs 
(genetically modified organisms), 
as well as destructive agricultural 
and food production practices.

Out of that session, a group 

began looking at community 
gardens, growing and selling lo-
cal and organic food.  They are 
negotiating to maintain some De-
partment of Transportation land 
by growing community gardens.

Liv led the third seminar in 
May on “Spirituality: Bodies of 
Worth,” on how media images 
about bodies affect self-images 
and relationships.

Its summer series showed so-
cial justice films at Liberty Park 
United Methodist Church.

A fall seminar studied worker 
owned co-ops and started research 
on creating an alternate economy 
with a worker-owned co-op in 
Spokane.

In December, Advent Sunday 
evening services at Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church will use the 
service of evening prayers from 
Holden Village, a Lutheran retreat 
center in the North Cascades.

In January, there will be a film 
series on environmental justice.

To nurture spiritual community 
by adopting weekly covenant dis-
cipleship groups, The Oak Tree 
also has groups of six to eight 
people who meet for self-reflec-
tion and mutual accountability in 
balancing 1) prayer and medita-
tion, 2) public worship, 3) acts of 
charity and 4) social justice.

For information, call 251-4332, 
check facebook or email jo-
elw99@gmail.com.

Ministers
Fellowship Union
Candlelight

Christmas Eve
Service

7 p.m.,
Monday, dec. 24
Speaker: A.S. rhodes

new Hope
Baptist Church
409 S. Greene

The Oak Tree gathers people interested in justice and open to faith ties

EuropEan DEli with a GErman touch
sandwiches • party trays • holiday specialties

417 E. Third Ave.  •  Spokane WA 99202
Owners Werner & Carole Gaubinger

Joel Williamson finds niche with The Oak Tree.
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 May the Blessings

     of  Christmas . . .

    be to all
  who share concerns
  for youth . . .

Your support is greatly appreciated

Daybreak Youth Services
Alcohol and drug treatment services to youth and families

960 E. Third Ave.  - Spokane WA 99202 -  509-444-7033

125 S. Arthur
Spokane, WA 99202

(509) 535-0229
(800) 753-0229

• Paper by the ream
• Largest selection of colors, 
  designs & weights in the area
• Case discounts
• Wedding invitations & bulletins
• Preprinted papers including all 
  holiday papers
• Envelopes in a large variety 
  of sizes
• Mention this ad and receive 
  10% off on Mondays

Spokane Area
Jewish Family

Services
offering family-oriented programs 

and services incorporating 
Jewish values, ethics, culture 

and the tradition of helping people 
help themselves

1322 E. 30th Ave. - Spokane
(509) 747-7394

By Deidre Jacobson
The City of Spokane has 

contracted with First Covenant 
Church at 212 S. Division to 
serve as a warming center, al-
lowing homeless people to spend 
the night in its gym when the 
temperature drops to 17 degrees 
or lower.   

Two other locations do that: 
Hope House for single women 
and Salvation Army for families.  
For three years, House of Charity 
was the warming center for single 
men, but turned down the contract 
this year, said Rob Bryceson, pas-
tor of First Covenant.

City funds will pay people to 
work when the warming center is 
open.  Union Gospel Mission will 
provide staff.  

First Covenant has space to ac-
commodate up to 95 men and will 
be available every night except 
Monday, when SNAP at 2nd and 
Wall will be open.  The warming 
center is not required to have a 
place for the men to sleep.  They 
may stretch out on the floor or sit 
through the night.

The church already serves 
homeless people, hosting about 
150 people for meals, mostly men, 
on Sundays, except first Sundays.  
On cold, rainy Sundays there may 
be 200 guests.  In addition, Union 
Gospel Mission also serves Friday 
evening meals at the church. 

First Covenant calls its ministry 
to the homeless, “Street Wise!”  It 
raises funds from donors to sup-
port meals, which cost $2 each—
about $300 an evening.  Outside 
groups help serve.

 The church, which was estab-
lished in 1888 when Washington 
was a territory, built on its present 
site in 1905. Swedish Lutheran 
immigrants started the national 
Evangelical Covenant Church in 
the late 1800s.  In the early 1900s, 
First Covenant was a large, well-
attended church.  It built a new 
sanctuary in 1950.  

For many years, the dwindling, 
aging downtown congregation has 
discussed closing.  

When Rob arrived four years 
ago, returning to Spokane from 
California, only eight families 
were consistently involved.  

“We need to minister to this 
neighborhood, or sell and move,” 
he told the church. They wanted 
to sell and move. 

The church, appraised at $2 
million in 2007, lost value and 
by 2009 was valued at $1.3 mil-
lion.  When the property was on 
the market it received only one 
offer—for $750,000.  

The congregation wanted to 
draw young families.  Most of the 
neighbors, however, are home-
less, prostitutes, drug addicts and 
downtown mentally ill.

In September 2009, his wife, 
Tonia, baked a pan of cornbread 
and made a pot of chili.  Rob went 
through the alleys and streets, 
inviting people to a free dinner 
and to watch football.  The first 
night, 35 came.  Soon, 150 came.  

The rules were to be polite, 
not ask for money, and not come 
high or drunk.  The last rule didn’t 
work, but the first two remain.

Of the original congregation, 
just 10 remain but, on average, 70 
attend worship.  Of them, 40 are 
homeless or downtown dwellers.   
Some new members, drawn by the 
mission and worship, have joined 
the congregation.  Not everyone 
attending is sober.  

They say:  
• “Rob hears stories of the 

homeless.”  
• “This is the first time in 30 

years I’ve been in a church.”  
• “I can’t come to church, be-

cause I cry too much.”  
“People have been over-

preached to,” Rob said.  “Some 
are jaded against the Gospel.”

So he asks them to share their 
stories, and they keep coming.  

In February 2011, the church 
ran out of money as payments 
from selling the parsonage ended.  

Rob met with national denomi-
nation leaders and reported that 
by April the church would close. 
Then a homeless person left the 
church a $10,000 gift that would 
keep it open a few more months.  
By then, the denomination de-

cided to support the church’s work 
for three years with a $200,000 
building equity loan that has 
helped fix the building and sup-
port the ministry.

When that’s gone, he said, 
“faith kicks in.”  In a poor church, 
the offering may be to clean up 
cigarette butts outside or mop 
the floor, but that doesn’t pay 
the bills.

“The mission is sometimes 
frustrating and lonely,” Rob said.  
“We are serving a third-world 
church in Spokane.”

His approach is to love people 
until they ask him why.  Then he 
shares his experience of Christ.   

A friend’s drowning during his 
freshman year of high school pro-
pelled Rob to search for God.  He 
attended several churches. 

After  he graduated from 

Cheney High School, he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in history and 
education at Eastern Washington 
University.  

At Calvary Chapel in Spokane 
in the mid-1980s, he began lead-
ing contemporary worship, which 
led him into youth ministry, 
playing base guitar, singing and 
writing Christian music.  Rob also 
worked at Hume Lake Christian 
Camp, where he performed for 
10,000 youth each summer.  

Unable to answer some ques-
tions young people asked, Rob 
went to Multnomah Biblical 
Seminary in Portland, Ore., and 
then earned a master of divinity 
from Western Seminary in San 
Jose.  He was ordained in the 
Baptist General Conference.   

He was teaching pastor at a San 
Francisco Bay area mega church. 
In 2000, he switched to the Evan-
gelical Covenant Church, which 
he found more in harmony with 
his beliefs, especially on social 
justice.  He served a church in 

Pleasanton, Calif., then led con-
temporary worship at a Presbyte-
rian church for four years.

In 2008, Rob moved his family 
to Spokane, looking for a new 
beginning.  They stayed rent-free 
in a friend’s rental home.  His wife 
looked for work and suggested he 
take his resume to churches.  

He took it to First Covenant, 
which hired him as associate 
pastor to bring in young people.  
He worked nine months with the 
senior pastor, Lawrence Hudson, 
and became senior pastor when 
Lawrence left.  

For information, call 747-2818 
or email rob@fcccspokane.org.

Order delicious, homemade goods 
from New Leaf Bakery Café  

for the holidays!
We have a wide selection of pies, 
rolls, breads,and other tasty treats.
New Leaf Bakery Café is a unique 
job-training program that helps low-
income women gain the confidence 
and professional skills necessary

to achieve self-sufficiency.

Go to www.help4women.org 
to view our full catering menu.

Call 509-496-0396 to place your 
order by Wednesday, Dec. 19!

Rob Bryceson shows the gym which will house the downtown 
warming shelter for men when temperatures drop to 17 degrees.

Downtown church opens doors to homeless people for meals, ministry
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We need media that enhance and enrich our culture and society

Loss of identity sets up a sense of solidarity with the world’s displaced
Theft of my identity in an unexpected 

way—putting my name and address on 
checks from a bank I don’t use and cashing 
them at chain stores—has been disconcert-
ing, because I have to follow up when no-
tices come to my home and bill collectors 
want to collect.

Because stores have accepted the checks 
without question, I repeatedly have to fill 
out affidavits that the checks are not mine.  
Fortunately a police detective working on 
bad check cases saw surveillance tapes 
that included people writing some of these 
checks.  He recognized some of the people, 
so I hope I’ll soon see the end of this time-
consuming and distracting experience.

In my feeling vulnerable and afraid, won-
dering what will happen next, losing control 
over some aspects of my life and even the 
ability to concentrate on anything else, I 
have stretched back into my identity and 

identified with the many displaced people 
who lose their identities.

I think of refugees fleeing their homes 
and homelands because of political and 
economic instability and injustice, because 
of warfare obliterating their neighborhoods, 
or because they spoke out to challenge 
systems that oppress.

I think of displaced workers whose jobs 
and co-workers’ lives went up in flames 
because of unsafe working conditions and 
their inability to flee a burning sweatshop 
where they earned a pittance making cloth-
ing sold cheaply in U.S. chains.

I think of displaced workers in our 
country and around the world who are 
educated but lost their careers and are now 
underemployed, balancing two or more 
under-paying part-time jobs to keep a roof 
over their heads and food on the table.

I think of people displaced by Hurri-

cane Sandy in the Northeast United States 
coastal areas and the Caribbean, and of the 
people displaced by the many unusual and 
record-breaking storms in 2012.

I think of professionals displaced because 
their educations are now no longer a ticket 
to a career of assured income and benefits, 
and whose long-term investments, pen-
sions, Social Security and Medicare are 
being undermined.

I think of the people displaced by auster-
ity measures around the world—tightening 
the belts of those already squeezed and sac-
rificing in the recession/depression created 
by those who can’t imagine sharing their 
blessings with the country whose laws they 
manipulated for their personal gain.

I take time to remember and identify with 
those who have actually lost their identities.  
I know that in spite of my periodic feelings 
of helplessness in the mess I face, I am not 

helpless.  Family and police are helping 
me bring those who are misrepresenting 
my name and address to justice.

Our role in this season of giving, grati-
tude, hope and sharing is to be faithful, to 
care and to be among those who welcome 
strangers who have lost their homes, to 
feed hungry people who are working hard, 
to respect competent people who have lost 
their jobs, to reach out to provide long-
term assistance through our faith group 
channels to those displaced by storms, to 
be in solidarity with those who have lost 
their assurance of security, and to challenge 
those for whom more than enough is still 
not enough.

Through the community of faith, we keep 
our eyes opened to the broader picture of 
the world, rather than becoming lost in 
our losses.

Nancy Minard - Editorial Team

The Christian year begins with 
the season of Advent.  It is a time of waiting 
for Jesus to arrive. In the Old Testament, 
especially in Isaiah, we see the anticipation 
and hope God’s people had waiting for the 
Messiah, but when he actually came, many 
didn’t recognize him.

They didn’t think the Messiah would 
be born anywhere but in Jerusalem, the 
center of religious and political power, 
even though there were plenty of hints in 
their Scriptures that he would be born in 
Bethlehem.  King Herod, who had read the 
hints and knew where Jesus was, tried to 
get others to bring Jesus to him, though not 
to worship him as he said, but to do away 
with a potential threat to his own power.

Ultimately, who did find Jesus? It wasn’t 
the ones who stayed in their comfortable 
homes.  It wasn’t scribes or priests—the 
professionally religious.

It wasn’t the mighty, ensconced in places 
of power.  It was shepherds, ready for a 
Savior.  It was those wise enough to read 
the signs and follow them, who traveled far 
and came to a place marked not by power 
but by poverty.

This Advent could be for us a turning 
point in how we wait for Jesus. I suspect 
that if we just stay in our comfortable 
churches, enjoying the benefits of member-
ship, we may miss him. We could start by 
reading the Gospels, so that we know Jesus 
well enough to recognize him when we see 
him. We could see the signs and begin a 
journey, knowing that others won’t bring 
Jesus to us, especially if our design is not 
to worship him but to control him.

We could understand that church is not 
a steeple, not a building, but a people on 
a mission, and that we find Jesus when 

we serve others in his name. Advent is no 
absurdist play, ending in nothingness, but 
a flat out search for the One who brings 
meaning and hope to life.  This year, let’s 
be among those wise ones who commit 
themselves to the God quest.  We can seek 
and find Jesus.

Dale Cockrum - United Methodist 
Inland District Superintendent

- Inland Steeples newsletter

I travel from one congregation to 
another and see how each congregation is 
an integral part of the Eastern Washington 
Idaho Synod. However I have discovered 
that many parishioners do not feel that way. 
Some feel that they are on the periphery 
while others don’t even think about being 
part of the synod. 

What do we mean by the synod?  Is it 
the synod staff, synod council and cluster 
deans, the clusters, the congregations and 
other ministries including three campus 
and four outdoor ministries? Hopefully, 
all of the above.

The original Greek word “synod” means 
to walk alongside one another.  There is 
great diversity in our church communities, 
yet we do ministry alongside each other in 
the Northwest. 

We also share a Lutheran history, tradi-
tion, liturgy, culture and many values such 
as education, social justice and faith. We 
have developed relationships over time 
and some people have family and friends 
in other congregations within the synod. 

We are a part of the body of Christ to-
gether and we can turn to each other for 
prayer, encouragement and resources. We 
have a network of support.

We need each other especially as some 

congregations decline and others are born.  
Our fledgling ministries need our support 
as do our elderly congregations that want 
to exist for years to come but struggle to 
stay alive.

The Rev. Helga Jansons 
director for evangelical mission, East-
ern Washington Idaho Synod - Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America

This is a busy time. Winter is 
upon us or soon will be. Daylight grows 
shorter;  darkness lengthens. We shift our 
clocks back to gain a little more light in 
the morning. We begin to hunker down, 
we stay inside, we grow quieter, we search 
for warmth. 

In the midst of this busy time, take a 
moment and breathe. We are constantly 
surrounded by God’s Peace if we would 
but take a moment, if we would but pause 
a moment: Just to say, hello God, here I am! 

Greg Skinner
Country Homes Christian

 “Shhhh…”
The days are shortening. Nighttime 

sneaks up on us, with darkness settling in 
by four in the afternoon. Cold wind invites 
us to bundle and stay inside. The earth is 
telling us: hibernate, hush, rest.  Funny.  
Our cultural response to these seasonal 
cues is to do anything but hush.  Instead, we 
rush. We bustle about, waking up early and 
staying up late to accomplish all we wish 
to achieve. Stores accommodate our resis-
tance to nature, keeping unnatural hours of 
business.  Chasing the promise of gaining 
an edge in profits, their parking lot lamps 
glare on through the night, never going off. 

What is our response as people of faith? 

Do we resist hibernation, moving along 
with the bustle and business? Or, do we give 
in to the urge to bundle up in blankets and 
not leave home? Or is there a third way?

 Advent is a healthy third way.  It re-
sponds to the earth’s rhythms by receiv-
ing them as occasions for blessing.  The 
nights lengthen and darkness deepens. So 
we thank God for making light and dark, 
and we light candles as we pray to the true 
Light, Jesus Christ. Chill and cold make 
us yearn for warmth, so we meet together 
over hot soup and good stories. The culture 
around us makes more and more noise, 
calling to us to join the frenzied throng. So 
we keep silence.  

At least our tradition invites us to keep 
silence. Silence is difficult. So often we 
urge each other to speak up, sing out and be 
heard. That is good, but in order to rightly 
speak and sing of God we must take time 
to listen. 

Advent features the stories of bold people 
like John the Baptist who not only speak 
up but even shout about the arrival of the 
kingdom of God.  I wonder if, instead of lis-
tening to his prophetic voice, we drown out 
the call with endless buzzing and chatter.

Welcome to the season and discipline of 
Advent. Welcome to a holy path through 
seasonal challenges both earthly and 
manufactured.  Knowing that Christ, our 
light and our salvation, is on the way, let 
us welcome these darker nights as a gift 
and sign that we are forever kept and held 
by God.  At the end of these darker, quieter 
weeks, let us rejoice in the gift of God’s 
incarnate presence in our midst singing 
“Silent night, holy night…”

The Rev. Liv Larson Andrews
Salem Lutheran Newsletter 

Thanks to The Spokesman-Review for 
its role in the Christmas Fund.  Thanks to 
KXLY for its Coats for Kids Drive and Ex-
treme Makeover of homes and remodeling 
Mid-City Concerns.  Thanks to KREM for 
its Tom’s Turkey Drive, Rachel’s Challenge 
and the Tree of Sharing.  Thanks to KHQ 
for its Success by Six reading program.  
Thanks to KSPS and KPBX for ongoing 
thoughtful programming to stimulate our 
minds and spirits.

A recent online photo and story of a 
New York police officer buying shoes for 
a barefoot homeless man in November also 
exemplifies how everyone can be part of 
newsgathering to change mindsets.

Media can do much to uplift people, call-
ing our attention to the struggles, injustices 
and disasters people face, providing us 
the information we need to respond, and 
sharing stories of people who do respond.  
Media attention can help raise funds, recruit 

volunteers and spread ideas of ways people 
are engaged in building caring community.  

We do have our better sides.  While they 
often seem overshadowed by pressures of 
self interest so often reported, that does 
not undo the many efforts on behalf of the 
community’s and world’s wellbeing.  

What if every day—to present a realistic 
balance the horrible things that do hap-
pen—media shared stories that feed hope, 
generosity, possibility, opportunities and 
caring?  I don’t mean just feel-good stuff, 
but solid stories that show how people and 
groups are role models creating a gentler, 
cooperative, caring culture.

A new Aryan group forms in North 
Idaho.  Yes, we need to know about it, 
but do we dwell on it, re-creating the bad 
reputation of the Inland Northwest.  Yes, the 
unusual is news, but so is information on 
the many efforts for human rights.  Cover-
age of a white supremacist can be balanced 

with coverage of the region’s many expres-
sions celebrating diversity and advocating 
for human rights.

In our age of social networks, digital 
communication and technological inno-
vations, we need tools to understand that 
reality is more than our bad sides.  We need 
to know how we can foster reconciliation 
and change people’s minds about conflicts.

As social media proliferate, media con-
glomerates still consolidate and limit what 
voices we hear, images we see, art we ap-
preciate, information we access, beliefs we 
hold and items we consume.

By limiting access to stories of posi-
tive efforts, conglomerates confine us to a 
consumer culture.  They feed the frenzy of 
people lining up outside and rushing into 
stores for Black Friday bargains.  Then, 
we take the temperature of our economic 
revival as if it’s based on sales that day.

A holy day is overshadowed.  The gen-

erosity, mystery, hope and caring of the 
season are sidetracked by Xmas.  

Without communication—in the begin-
ning was the Word—we do not have life.  
In today’s noisy, cluttered lives, people may 
seem too busy to open their lives to each 
other, but that’s not the case.

Communication can create exlusion and 
inclusion, misunderstanding and under-
standing.  People need stories that build 
respect across cultural, economic, political 
and religious stereotypes and simplistic 
talking points that defy common sense.

Given today’s hunger, homelessness and 
underemployment crises, we need stories 
that move us beyond the worn-out mes-
sages that serve those already in power.  

What can media do to help open our 
eyes? We hope the example we offer with 
The Fig Tree can be a model to inspire other 
media to open our eyes, minds and hearts.

Mary Stamp - Editor
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C & H Foreign Auto Repair
E. 620 North Foothills Dr.       Spokane, WA 99207
 EDWARD W. CUSHMAN                487-9683 OR 484-5221

Calendar of Events

Fair Trade - Earth Friendly - Local - 35 W. Main

Hope & Healing
Counseling Services
Marian Beaumier LICSW

483 0428              EMDR / Medicare Part B

Historical lodge with 
lake front, meeting space 

and sleeping for over 
100 people.  Great for 

reunions, retreats, parties 
& meetings.  Only $25 per 

person per night.

509-255-6122
or email: zephyrlodge@live.com

www.zephyrlodge.org

on Liberty Lake

Bye, Bye hello

Say hello to doing what you like best.  
Rockwood Retirement Communities offer 
houses and apartments and a full range of care 
options. No matter what your need, living at 
Rockwood allows you to enjoy living carefree.

Visit us at www.rockwoodretirement.org
or or call us at (509)536-6650 to learn more
about our campuses.

carefree livinghello

Are you a victim of crime?
call 

1-866-751-7119
24-Hour Hotline

to talk with an advocate today!
Free & Confidential 

 Spokane Crime Victim Service Center
www.spokanecrimevictimservicecenter.com

A call to action 
to protect & nurture 

our children
Visit us 

year round at
ourkidsspokane.org

Christmas Bureau donations 
makes its coordinator Judy Lee 
more aware of the meaning of 
Christmas beyond the materialis-
tic emphasis of the season.

As special events coordinator 
with Catholic Charities Spokane, 
she knows that many people 
struggle through the year.

“It hits home at Christmas when 
those who struggle know oth-
ers are going shopping for their 
families.  It’s a painful time of 
year for some,” she said.  “So the 
Christmas Bureau lifts people’s 
spirits and gives them a bit of 
cheer and hope.”

Along with receiving a book 
for children under 14, a toy for 
teens and children under 17 and 
food vouchers of $15 for a single 
person and $30 for a family, 
families coming to the Christmas 
Bureau find a festive atmosphere 
with entertainment and caring 
assistance from more than 100 
volunteers a day.

The Christmas Bureau is open 
from 10 a.m., to 2:30 p.m., every 
day from Dec. 12 to 21, except 
Sundays, at the Spokane County 
Fair and Expo Center, 404 N. 
Havana.  It’s open to anyone who 
feels need of assistance and brings 
photo ID, verification of address, 
and verification of children’s 
names, ages and addresses.

The 2012 Christmas Bureau is 
the 67th one.  It’s coordinated by 

Catholic Charities Spokane, Vol-
unteers of America of the Inland 
Northwest and The Spokesman-
Review, which runs articles each 
day to stir interest and donations.

In her third year as Christmas 
Bureau coordinator, Judy is im-
pressed how individuals and busi-
nesses in Spokane come together 
to help bring holiday cheer to 
people who are struggling.

“It’s a time of year people need 

an extra hug,” said Judy, who is 
at the bureau every day it’s open.

“That makes me more aware 
that it’s not the material things 
that count at Christmas,” she said.  
“My family is doing less in ma-
terialistic gifts and more for each 
other and the community.  Instead 
of shopping on Black Friday, I 
donate to the Christmas Bureau.”

For information, call 358-4254 
or email jlee@ccspokane.org.

In October, the Catholic Cem-
eteries Board announced its new 
name will be Catholic Funeral & 
Cemetery Services of Spokane. 

Jim Falkner, executive director, 
said the rebranding is an oppor-
tunity to improve and broaden 
its end-of-life services to include 
education on end-of-life decisions  
to planning funeral services.

Personnel help mourning fami-
lies with decisions, weighing cre-
mation or interment in a cemetery. 

Jim estimates that the crema-
tion rate in Spokane County is 75 
percent, compared to 40.6 percent 
nationally.  Cost and environmen-
tal concerns are common factors 
in the decision, he observed.  

For information, call 467-5496.

Nov 30-Dec 16 • “The Trial of Ebenezer Scrooge,” Ignite! Theatre, 
10814 E. Broadway, www.ignitetheatre.org 

Dec 3 + • “Lasting Heritage,” long-term exhibit opens on American Indian 
cultural objects, art work, historic photographs, Museum of Arts 
and Culture, 2316 W. First Ave, 456-3931

Dec 5 • Inland NW Death Penalty Abolition Group, 35 W. Main, 5:30 
p.m., 838-7870

 • “Spiritual Conversations with Spokane Baha’is,” at Chairs 
Coffee, 113 W. Indiana, 5 p.m., www.spokanebahais.org

Dec 6 • Peace & Justice Action Committee, 35 W. Main, 5:30 p.m., 
838-7870

Dec 7 • First Fridays with the Bishop, Immaculate Heart Retreat 
Center (IHRC), 6910 S. Ben Burr Rd., 11:15 a.m., 448-1224

Dec 7-Feb 9 • “Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Warriors, photographic portraits of 
Native Americans, Museum of Arts and Culture, 2316 W.  First, 
456-3931, northwestmuseum.org

Dec 7-9 • Ignatian Weekend Retreat, Fr. Armand Nigro, SJ, IHRC, 6910 
S. Ben Burr Rd., 448-1224

Dec 8 • “Waiting in Hope,” Advent Retreat, Shonna Bartlett of the 
Ministry Institute, 405 E Sinto, 313-5765, bartletts@gonzaga.
edu

Dec 9 • German-American Society German Christmas Service with the 
Concordia Choir and the Rev. James Stern, St. Mark’s Lutheran, 
316 E. 24th Ave., 3 p.m., 928-2595

Dec 10 • Human Rights Education Institution Social, featuring Dave 
Eubanks, 414 W. Mullan, Coeur d’Alene, 6 to 9 p.m., 208-292-
2359, hrei.org

 • Release of Racial Justice Report Card, Peace and Justice 
Action League of Spokane, email lmoore@pjals.org

Dec 11 • Salvation Army Holiday Fundraising Luncheon, Davenport  
Hotel Grand Pennington Ballroom, noon, 329-2732

Dec 12 • Eastern Washington Legislative Conference Planning, 1414 
W. Broadway, 9:30 a.m., 535-4112

 • Veterans for Peace, 35 W. Main, 6:45 p.m., 838-7870
 •  Spokane Police Accountability & Reform Committee, 35 W. 

Main, 5:30 p.m., 838-7870
 • Spokane Low-Income Housing Consortium Annual Meeting, 

SNAP Administration Building, 3193 W Fort Wright Dr., 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m., 325-3235

Dec 12, 13 • Singing Nuns’ Christmas Evermore Concert, Bing 
Crosby Theater, 901 W. Sprague, 2 and 7:30 p.m., 
462-4335,srmvianney@cmri.org

Dec 12-21 • Christmas Bureau, Spokane County Fair and Expo Center, 404 
N. Havana, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 358-4254

Dec 13, 27 • Palestine-Israel Human Rights Committee, 35 W. Main, 3 
p.m., 838-7870

Dec 15 • St. Lucy’s Candlelight Breakfast Benefit for Shalom 
Ministries, Cathedral of St. John, 127 E. 12th Ave., 455-9019, 
shalomministries10@gmail.com

Dec 17 •  NAACP meeting, East Central Community Center, 500 S. 
Stone, 7 p.m.

Dec 24 • Ministers Fellowship Union Candlelight Christmas Eve 
Service, New Hope Baptist Church, 409 S. Greene, 7 p.m. 535-
1336

Dec 28-30 • “Speak Lord,” young adult discernment retreat, Fr. Jeff Core, 
IHRC, 6910 S. Ben Burr Rd., 448-1224

Dec 31 • Watch Night Service, Ministers Fellowship Union, Bethel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 645 S. Richard Allen Ct., 7 
p.m., 534-3007

 • First Night Spokane, multiple locations in downtown Spokane, 
4 p.m. to midnight, 456-0580, www.firstnightspokane.org

Jan 2 • Fig Tree distribution, St. Mark’s Lutheran, 316 E. 24th, 9 a.m.
Jan 3 • Fig Tree Board, Emmanuel Family Life Center, 631 S. Richard 

Allen Ct., 1 p.m.

Christmas Bureau lifts people’s spirits

Catholic Cemeteries
broadens its services
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Please consider a gift to Catholic Charities Spokane.
Your donation to our programs will stay in Eastern 

Washington, providing shelter, counseling, meals, childcare 
and many basic services for over 77,000 people in 2013.

Make your secure online donation today at:
www.CatholicCharitiesSpokane.org 

or mail to:
Catholic Charities Spokane, 

P.O. Box 2253, Spokane WA, 99210-2253

christmas collection
catholic charities

Providing Help. Restoring Hope. Saving Lives.

Relationship ~
Transformation

~Sign

483-0438  
www.larcheofspokane.org

L’Arche Spokane
is looking for

Live-in assistants
who want to care for and share life 

with adults with intellectual disabilities 
in the context of Christian community.

We are looking for people of faith
who want to commit a year or more 

to a mission of love and hope.
• Volunteer stipend
• Health benefits

Would you like 
to join our team?

Faith community leaders told 
how their faiths give thanks for 
diversity during the 2012 In-
terfaith Council Thanksgiving 
Service Nov. 22 at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Spokane.

The Rev. Todd Eklof, pastor 
there, said that “diversity makes 
our community work.  It makes it 
a cornucopia.  Our unique beliefs, 
backgrounds and lifestyles make 
us who we are. So our church does 
not just tolerate differences, but 
celebrates them.

“When we celebrate differenc-
es, sometimes we do not recognize 
our similarities, which are so great 
that our differences should not 
mean anything,” he said.  “Our 
differences should not make us 
dislike or mistreat anyone.”

Sr. Mary Eucharista of Im-
maculate Heart Retreat Center 
said she became a religious sister 
“to pray, play and work in commu-
nity to serve God and everyone.” 
She said her name, “Eucharista,” 
means “thanksgiving,” and the 
greatest gift for which she thanks 
God “is the Eucharist, the bread 
of life offered at the Mass for the 
whole world.”  She sang a capella 
an ancient hymn, “Te Deum Lau-
damus,” a Latin Gregorian chant, 
“We Thank Thee, O God.”

Delores Forsyth of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints told the story of only one 
of 10 lepers Jesus healed return-
ing to thank him.  She challenged 
people to live with awareness of 
their blessings and to serve people 
as a way to thank God, “counting 
your blessings even though you 
may be burdened.”

She called people to give thanks 
at all times, to do “thanksliving.” 

Joe Niemiec of the Interfaith 
Council said, “If we respect each 
other’s different traditions, peace 
will be possible in the world.  We 
can be thankful for what our faiths 
bring to our lives.  Even though 
we may not agree with each other, 
we can break bread together.

“News is created to excite us, 
not to tell us what is going on in 
the world.  Media tend to focus on 
the awful things,” he said, noting 
that three recent articles call this 
“the most peaceful time the world 
has seen.” 

“The only way there will be 
more peace is if I don’t tell you 
what you should believe, because 
I think  I’m right and you’re 
wrong,” Joe said.  “When will 
we reach the point we ask what 
others believe and know it’s right 
for them?  Peace begins when 
individuals let go of anger, bigotry 

and the need to be right, and wel-
come others as they are.”

Aruna Bhuta, a Hindu, said 
uniqueness and differences help 
people understand each other 
and move forward.  By meeting 
people of different beliefs and 
cultures, we can see our com-
monality, become aware of our 
differences and accept goodness 
in different faiths.  This can help 
us live in peace and harmony.

“Hindus see God in every being 
and in every soul. That makes us 
think before we mistreat some-
one,” said Aruna, who shared a 
“Shanti” or peace mantra: “May 
God protect us and nourish us all.  
May we work together for the 
good of humanity and may we 
never hate each other.”

She said Hindus do not forget 
“an act of kindness by others to-
ward us,” but are “to forget one’s 
own acts of kindness to others.” 

Baldev Singh of the Sikh Gu-
rudwara in Spokane Valley ap-
preciated people of different 
faiths gathering in August around 
their gurudwara in solidarity after 
Sikhs were shot in Wisconsin.

“Today we live in an increas-
ingly diverse world. We are the 
same but different, each origi-
nating from the loving God and 
sharing in the tapestry of earth,” 
he said.  “We have different 
foods, sports, colors, eye colors, 
birthdays, shoe sizes and miss-
ing teeth.  Some want to make 
the world in their own image.  If 
that happened, every tree would 
be the same height and the only 
color would be gray.  Our great-
est differences are our blessings 

and challenges,” he said, calling 
for embracing a multi-cultural 
world, for celebrating personal, 
interpersonal, institutional, racial 
and national differences, and for 
realizing how new demographics 
affect access to power.

“Look at the rainbow and cel-
ebrate every color.  There’s magic 
in the moment of embracing 
diversity in the world,” he said.  
“We need to replace ‘either-or’ 
thinking with ‘both-and.’

“Most differences are from the 
accident of our birth, and should 
not be sources of hate,” he said.  
“Respecting differences is the 
basis for peace.”

Toni Niemiec of the Center for 
Spiritual Living said that Science 
of Mind recognizes that “all sorts 
of paths lead to the same place.”

“The diversity of our unique-
ness creates richness in our lives,” 
she said. “When we are young, we 
may look at how we can fit in.  As 
we grow older, we stand up for 
our uniqueness, and find beauty 
and power in being who we are, 
bringing to the world a unique part 
of the wholeness of life.”

Mona Ali of the Spokane Is-
lamic Center quoted the Koran: 
“If you could count your blessings, 
you could never compute them.” 

She said people are to give 
thanks every day, to praise God 
in prosperity and adversity.  Pray-
ing five times a day is a way to 
remember and be thankful.

“Humans tend to be ungrateful 
and think we don’t have enough,” 
Mona said.  “We need to thank 
God for what we have, and ap-
preciate the simple things of life.”

Joe Urlacher said Bahullah, 
the name of the Baha’i founder, 
means “the glory of God.”  He 
said God, like light, is manifest 
and hidden:  “Rainbow colors 
are differences manifest and 
hidden in light.  They represent 
all humankind, religions, tradi-
tions, peoples, nations and colors.  
Every color that existed comes 
together in light.  A prism turns 
white light into colors.  So power-
ful is the light of unity that it can 
illumine the whole earth.”

Sicco Rood, a Zen Buddhist 
practitioner, studies “the mystery” 
through the lens of Zen.  He sees 
each person and the world as ex-
pressions of the mystery.

“Each moment, each encounter 
is an encounter with this mystery, 
or Dharma gate,” he said “Each of 
us has a limited view, but a unique 
view from our time, place and 
culture.  In Zen, we experience 
and appreciate uniqueness and di-
versity, or the world of differentia-
tion, in the foreground at the same 
time we realize the nondifferenti-
ated boundless background.  Once 
we open up to that, we stop seeing 
the ‘other’ as a stranger,” he said.

“Rains and leaves fall, each 
moment is a gift,” he said.  “We 
need to practice thanks for every 
moment.  Similarly, we should 
not disregard a single being or 
encounter.  All are precious gifts.”

“Each religion, wisdom tradi-
tion, has a special way of practic-
ing, seeing and understanding, 
which can contribute to other 
religions and humanity,” Sicco 
said, expressing hope that people 
from all traditions see each other 
as brothers and sisters, and work 
together to realize peace and pros-
perity on this precious planet.”

Joe Urlacher, Toni Niemiec, Sr. Mary Eucharista, Mona Ali and Aruna Bhuta sing during service.

Faith leaders shed insights on their traditions’ celebration of diversity


