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Master of Arts in Religious Studies 
Concentrations in: Biblical Studies,  

Spirituality, & Systematic Theology. 

For more information, contact:  
Religious Studies Graduate Admissions

religiousstudies@gonzaga.edu or  

(509) 313-6782

www.gonzaga.edu/religious-studies

    be 
 inspired

explore, examine, expect excellence 

An Ecumenical 
Summer Conference 

on Worship 
& the Arts

Aug. 15-20, 2011

 Discovering the 
Transformational 

Nature of Worship!
Keynoter: The Rev. Brad Beeman 

Join us as we explore the nature of worship and how we can experience God 
in accessible and diverse ways using the liturgical arts.  The goal is for everyone 

to have the opportunity to be fully engaged in worship, creating a space 
where God can transform us, our worship services and our churches!

at Camp Casey • Coupeville, WA
More Information at 

www.jubilateworshiparts.org
Erin Walker, Dean 2011

jubilatedeo@hotmail.com
Kirstin Malm, Registrar

kmalm@roadrunner.com

Save the Date!

Prayers of Hope 
Lifting in Prayer the Families of 

Interfaith Hospitality of Spokane 

Tuesday, May 3 – 7 p.m. 
St. Aloysius Catholic Church (330 E Boone) 

Ecumenical Service 
Mass Choir * Interfaith’s Families Sharing their Stories  

Impact of Legislative Decisions on Homelessness 

For more information, call 747-5487. 

new instructions for the Liturgy of 
the Hours” called for readings and 
prayers on both Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday.

Father Steve Dublinski, the 
vicar general of the Catholic 
Diocese of Spokane and rector 

of the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, has been celebrating a 
Tenebrae service at the cathedral 
on Good Friday evening.  

This year the Christian leaders 
of Spokane decided to celebrate 
the service together. 

For information, call 313-6789.

The Catholic Diocese of 
Spokane’s new ecumenical 
officer, Father Patrick 

Hartin, has been stepping slowly 
into his new part-time role, as 
successor to Father Tom Caswell, 
who served for 25 years.

His ecumenical background 
ranges from social action under 
apartheid in his homeland of 
South Africa to Anglican-Catholic 
dialogue, as well as teaching the 
students of diverse faiths at Gon-
zaga University.

“I am learning what has been 
done and finding how I can con-
tribute here,” he said.

Because he considers it central 
to Christian faith to witness to 
and strive toward unity, Fr. Pat is 
helping plan the 2011 ecumenical 
Good Friday Tenebrae Service.

“Every church since the 1980s 
and 1990s has been undergoing 
internal struggles.  The danger is 
that we focus on ourselves rather 
than reaching out to help each 
other,” he said.

In South Africa, Fr. Pat was 
secretary of the Catholic Bishop’s 
Commission on Ecumenical Af-
fairs for seven years and was 
involved with the South African 
Council of Churches.  

He knows the vital role it played 
in ending apartheid and continues 
to play in the ongoing work to 
overcome the crime and corrup-
tion, which continues to divide 
the haves and have nots.

He was also involved in a com-
mission formed in South Africa 
to discuss the documents of the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic Inter-
national Commission.

“South African ecumenism 
focused on social action of people 
united—Catholics to Muslims 
joined their voices against the 
oppressive government.  People 
transcended religion and dogma.

“Ecumenism is not just doc-
trinal statements.  There is so 
much work we can do together,” 
said Fr. Pat, who has taught New 
Testament, Christian spirituality 

and classics as a professor in the 
Religious Studies Department at 
Gonzaga University for 16 years.  
He served at St. Paschal parish 
several years and now helps with 
Sunday Mass at Mary Queen.

Fr. Pat was educated in South 
Africa under apartheid.  In 1967, 
he began study for the priesthood 
and went to Rome for further 
study in 1971, just after Vatican II, 
which he feels helped the church 
“came alive.”

He returned to South Africa to 
teach high school for 10 years and 
then taught at state universities.

South Africans lived and were 
educated separately by their races, 
but Catholic schools and English-
speaking universities were open 
to all races.  

From his office at the university 
in Johannesburg, he observed tear 
gas being used against students 
protesting apartheid.

Having experienced the influ-
ence of Calvinism as a state reli-
gion, he supports the separation 
of church and state.

“While children studied reli-
gion in public schools, religion 

became hijacked by the state,” 
Fr. Pat said.

In 1994, he came on a sab-
batical to study at Claremont 
Theological School and after 18 
months was invited to be New 
Testament scholar at Gonzaga 
University.

“I wanted to be in a religious 
college where I could speak in 
ways I was unable to speak at the 
secular schools,” he said.

Fr. Pat goes back to South 
Africa once a year to visit his 
93-year-old mother, two brothers 
and sister.

“They are now enthusiastic 
about the future of the country.  
There has been remarkable change 
from the white rule to universal 
suffrage,” he said, impressed at 
how Nelson Mandela was able to 
promote reconciliation.

Ecumenism is part of Fr. Pat’s 
classroom experiences at Gon-
zaga.  While the university was 
more predominantly Catholic 30 
years ago, now students are di-
verse, with Protestants and many 
other faiths.

In his introductory class, he 
gives insights into skills for read-
ing the Bible today.  

“Until Vatican II, Catholics 
were not encouraged to read the 
Scriptures.  That was once a defin-
ing difference between Catholics 
and Protestants.  Now Scriptures 
are also a Catholic interest,” said 
Fr. Pat, who also teaches adult 
Bible classes in parishes.

“Today fundamentalism and re-
ligious talk radio define for many 

the way churches are perceived as 
reading the Bible,” he said.  

So Fr. Pat helps students intimi-
dated about the Bible think about 
how to read it and engage in logi-
cal discussions on Scriptures.

“I start with students as read-
ers today.  What does each bring?  
What are their different back-
grounds—Catholic, Baptist or no 
faith? I seek to empower readers 
by respecting where they are, rath-
er than trying to convert them to a 
point of view,” he said.  “I want to 
engage them in dialogue.”

Fr. Pat also said students need 
to know the Bible because there 
are so many biblical images in 
literature:  “You can’t understand 
poetry without understanding the 
biblical images used,” he said.

In his book, The Spirituality of 
the Gospels, which will be pub-
lished in May by Liturgical Press, 
he said that different spiritual vi-
sions are appropriate in different 
times—from those who founded 
the monastic movement to those 
engaged in the world today.

He has also written several 

books about James, one of the ear-
liest New Testament writings—
James of Jerusalem and James 
and the Q Sayings of Jesus. 

“James defines religion as con-
cern for the widow and orphan—
the outcasts of the world—and 
keeping oneself unstained from 
the world.  He sets the context 
for social action, contrasting the 
values of God’s kingdom with the 
values of the world, encouraging 
people to take on the values of 
God’s kingdom,” Fr. Pat said.

“Students resonate with James’ 
spirituality and see it as relevant 
today,” he said, telling of students 
involved in Gonzaga’s Mission 
Possible during spring break.

Students passing an elderly 
man loaded with sacks walking 
upstairs in an apartment building  
went back, helped him carry the 
sacks, had breakfast with him and 
learned his story.  They became 
concerned about the other.

“James is about faith in action,” 
Fr. Pat said.

For information, call 313-6789 
or email hartin@gonzaga.edu.

Ecumenical officer says it’s time for churches to emerge from internal focus

Tenebrae unites Christians in worship

Father Patrick Hartin

Continued from page 1
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Hospice of Spokane 
hosts:

Hospice Foundation of America’s

18th Annual Living With Grief Teleconference

Spirituality & End-of-Life Care
Wednesday, April 13, 2011

9:30 am—2:00 pm
The Lincoln Center, 1316 N. Lincoln St, Spokane

Register today for only $25! 

The program will discuss differences between 
spirituality and religion, while also addressing 

spirituality during illness, death and grief, spiritual 
assessment and empowerment, and life review. Discus-
sion will also include approaches to meaning-making at 
the end of life, dignity enhancement, helping patients 

utilize and enhance spiritual coping at end of life, 
and spiritual transference.

For more information:(509) 456-0438,  
hospiceofspokane.org, or email
aflanigan@hospiceofspokane.org

Continuing Education Available!

Substance Abuse & 
Violence Affect  

Us All…  
TAKE ACTION NOW! 

Working Together Toward  
Safe Communities 

Free from Substance Abuse 

Contact GSSAC today to schedule 
a presentation or to get involved! 

Get 
Involved 

We Provide FREE Presentations on: 
Gangs in Spokane ~ Meth Watch ~ Rx Watch 

Drug Endangered Children ~ Prevention Works! 

Phone: 509-922-8383  
Website: www.gssac.org 

Greater Spokane  
Substance Abuse Council

(GSSAC) HOW? 
 Join the GSSAC 

Community Coalition 
 Become part of our 

speakers bureau  
 Build awareness by 

sharing your story  
 Be a WDFY Merchant 

and/or Supporter 
 Volunteers welcome! 

Aunt Bea’s 
Antiques

We specialize 
in 

Estate 
Sales

Always 
buying 

fine antiques

LOCATED AT

5005 N. Market 
Spokane, WA 99207

(509) 487-9278

Tune in to “The Deep End” 
“A new concept in Talk Radio” 

 

 Creating non-divisive conversation around the 
issues that are integral to Life.   

 Creating a community of people with differing 
spiritual and religious sensibilities.   

 Discussing Spirituality, Meta-physics, Religion and Science 

Saturday mornings at 10:00 on KPTQ 1280 AM 
 

 
   

www.covenantchristianspokane.org 
Brought to 

you by... 

           Covenant Christian Church 
           (Disciples of Christ) 

Tune in to ‘The Deep End’
A new concept in Talk Radio

•  Creating non-divisive conversation 
    around the issues that are integral to life.
•  Creating a community of people
    with differing spiritual and religious sensibilities.
•  Discussing Spirituality, Meta-physics, Religion and Science

10 a.m., Saturdays on KPTQ 1280 AM

By Deidre Jacobson
Corazon Scarves and Guatema-

lan weavers are partnering with 
Lutheran Community Services 
Northwest (LCSNW), weaving 
scarves to raise awareness and 
funds during Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month in April. 

Part of the month’s focus on 
awareness about sexual violence 
is to educate communities and 
individuals on how to prevent it.  

The Inland Northwest branch 
of Lutheran Community Services 
provides a spectrum of programs 
including therapeutic response 
for victims of sexual assault and 
trauma, sexual assault advocacy, 
prevention and education.

Corazon Scarves empowers 
Guatemalan women to live free 
of violence and oppression by pro-
viding a market for their products, 
said Debbie DuPey, its director.

Two women with the Guate-
malan Cooperative, Corazon de 
Mujer, which means “heart of 
women,” began designing scarves 
after Debbie returned from a 
November-to-January visit in 
Spokane. 

 Teal is the color for sexual 
awareness month but the weavers 
could find no teal-colored thread 
in Guatemala. 

“The women did not let that 
deter them,” said Debbie.  “They 
quickly started pulling different 
thread colors out to see how they 
could create the right shade.”  

Within 15 minutes, they had 
the shade by combining green and 
blue threads.  They began creat-

ing scarf options.  The awareness 
ribbon was a new experience 
for them.  They have a strong 
embroidering tradition but it fo-
cuses on creating representations 
about their life and surroundings 
in Guatemala—volcanoes, rivers, 
animals and foods.

Each scarf takes nearly eight 
hours to weave.  

Debbie hopes to involve more 
sexual assault programs in the 
future, giving a donation from 
sales to their services.  She plans 
to develop another scarf design 
for domestic violence awareness 
month in October and another for 
breast cancer awareness month, 
also in October.  

People who purchase scarves on 
the website can enter the promo-
tion code, LSCApril, when they 

check out and $5 of their purchase 
will be donated to sexual-assault 
programs.

Debbie plans to travel from her 
part-time home in Guatemala to 
Spokane in May to promote the 
scarves and will be available to 
speak to groups about the fair-
trade program that provides a 
livable wage for women selling 
their traditional products.  

“There are many benefits for 
the weavers,” she said.  “The pro-
vision of a living wage empowers 
women in so many ways.”

They are not forced to work 
in unsafe environments.  Their 
children can have enough food 
and school supplies.

For information, visit www.
corazonscarves.com or email at 
debbiedupey@aol.com.

By Yvonne Lopez-Morton
To bring people together to 

eliminate racism, Spokane’s 
YWCA will host a community 
gathering for Take a Stand against 
Racism Day from noon to 1 p.m., 
Friday, April 29, in the Y atrium 
at 930 N. Monroe St. 

In addition, a story time for 
children and parents is set at 
10:30 a.m.

The day is part of a movement 
of YWCA’s across the nation.

Coordinated locally by Grant 
Stancliff, the Y’s outreach and 
education associate director, and 
by the Y’s Racial and Social Jus-
tice Committee, this event will 
involve people from more than 
24 churches, schools, universi-
ties, businesses and other orga-
nizations to celebrate diversity 
in the community and engage 
participants in acknowledging and 
discussing racism.

The discovery of an explosive 
device along the route of Spo-

kane’s annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. March last January reinforced 
the Spokane YWCA’s desire to 
bring people from many walks of 
life together to address racism.

“It’s an opportunity for com-
munity organizations to bring 
their staff together and converse 
about racism and the recent bomb 
incident,” said Grant.

“This incident, and its unmis-
takable connection to race and 
racism, makes the event even 
more important,” he said. “We 
saw racism in our community and 
want to speak up. This day will 
give people a vehicle to do that.”

Many businesses that have 
not traditionally taken a role in 
dismantling racism have signed 
up, he said.

“Usually the same individuals 
and groups address these issues 
in Spokane.  We value them,” he 
said,  “but it is encouraging to see 
new people talking about this for 
the first time.”

Grant hopes the day after Take 
a Stand against Racism Day, 
people will move from reaction 
to the backpack bomb to issues 
like neighborhood structure, slurs, 
hiring practices and lack of job 
opportunities for youth of color.

“Maybe we still have an open 
wound, but at least we are taking 
a step to start the healing,” Grant 
said.

For information, call 326-1190, 
visit www.standagainstracism.
org.

to celebrate
10 years of ministry at

The Book Parlor
5:30 p.m. hors d’oeuvres
6 p.m. Dinner & Program

Cost $20
RSVP by April 10

to 509-328-6577 or
lutheranbooks@msn.com

Join us 
Friday, April 15

at 
Salem 

Lutheran
1428 W. Broadway

Scarves stir awareness on sexual violence

YWCA draws community together to join 
national day to Take a Stand against Racism

Please 
donate

$2.80-$28-$280-$2,800 
to

The Fig Tree
 1323 S. Perry St. 

Spokane, WA 99202

Debbie DuPey, right, works with members of Corazon Scarves.
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Easter
Gifts & 
Cards

with meaning!
Holy Land Art

20% off

907 W. Boone 
Spokane
326-7070

SPOKANE JEWISH 
CULTURAL FILM FESTIVAL

Presented by Spokane Area 
Jewish Family Services

Northwest Museum of Arts & Cultures
2316 W. First - Tickets at www.sajfs.org or at the door
7:30 pm 

Saturday, April 9
saviors in the night

2 pm 
Sunday, April 10
black over white

these are my names

7:30 pm 
Monday, April 11

SEVEN MINUTES IN EDEN

Call 747-7394 • Tickets $8, Students $6, Midrasha High Students $3

Avoid project delays, 
fines and potential 
health impacts. 

Prior to any building or 
home renovation or 
demolition, a survey 
must be performed and posted on-site.

Exposure to asbestos can
cause cancer.

Remodeling or demolishing any 
structure, regardless of its age,  is 
subject to asbestos rules.

For Information: Call 477-4727, or visit
www.spokanecleanair.org/asbestos.asp

working with you for clean air

Join Partners for Progress to welcome
Alice Otieno Wasilwa, RN
founder of the Comprehensive Rural Health 

Project in Kopanga, Kenya

Thurs, April 14 - 7 am
Masonic Temple

1108 W. Riverside

Tuesday April 12 - 7 pm
Jepson Center 

Gonzaga University

Call 467-8702 • Email info@partnersforprogress.org

Lynn Swedberg is moving 
beyond applying her 32 years of 
experience as an occupational 
therapist to make her church, 
Manito United Methodist Church 
inclusive.  

She now shares ideas nationally 
as quarter-time disability consul-
tant for the national United Meth-
odist General Board of Global 
Ministries and chair of its Task 
Force on Disability Ministries.

Manito has large-print bulle-
tins, a chair lift Lynn used when 
she broke her ankle, a remodeled 
bathroom, a signing choir, an as-
sistive listening system and signs 
to clip on potluck dishes to note 
dietary issues and more.

There are more plans in the 
works locally through Manito’s 
Inclusivity Committee.  Lynn has 
picked up ideas from her years 
working with Home Health doing 
geriatric occupational therapy, 
until Medicare changes recently 
reduced the in-home programs.

As a consultant, she first learns 
about a church’s needs, priorities 
and financial restrictions, rather 
than starting with a checklist of 
ideas.  Usually interest in improv-
ing accessibility is sparked by lim-
its of a beloved church member 
after an accident or illness.

“The percent of people with 
disabilities in churches is less than 
the percent in the population,” she 
said.  “Some question if God is 
punishing them, so psychological 
issues are a place to start.”

Ramps may be needed in the 
sanctuary as well as outside if 
people are to be lay readers or 
preach, Lynn noted.

“Disability ministry is about 
hospitality and intentional wel-
come,” she said.  

Lynn, who lived in Walla Walla 
and in Milwaukie, Ore., studied 
occupational therapy at the Uni-
versity of Puget Sound, and came  
to Spokane in 1978 to be near her 
grandmother who had moved to 
Spokane from Creston.  After her 
grandmother died in 1997, Lynn 
went on several trips to Romania 
with Wheels for the World, a 
program of Joni and Friends, an 
international disability ministry.

While contemplating submit-
ting a workshop proposal for a 
national occupational therapy 
conference in 2000 in Seattle, 
she heard the words “disability 
ministries” as a calling.

“I prefer ‘accessibility ministry’ 
or ‘inclusion ministries,’ because 
the point is to include people not 
label them,” said Lynn, whose 
focus is full participation in the 
faith community.

In fall 2010, she decided it 
was time to use her occupational 
therapy experience for churches 
as her primary ministry.

After nine years on the United 

Methodist Task Force on Disabili-
ty Ministries, she said her consult-
ing includes church consulting; 
resource sharing with a website, 
facebook and a newsletter, and 
setting up displays and leading-
workshops at United Methodist 
Annual Conference Meetings.

Doing full audits for churches 
or camps, her goal is to open the 
eyes of pastors, managers and 
leaders to see how people with dif-
ferent abilities might experience 
the building or grounds. 

Manito’s Inclusivity Committee 
has a comprehensive overview, 
but takes one step at a time.  It is 
working on constructing a ramp 
and may some day have an eleva-
tor to improve access for people 
in wheel chairs, using walkers 
or with a temporary injury that 
limits access to the multi-split 
level building.  The ground-level 
fellowship hall is accessible.  

With several deaf or hard-
of-hearing members at Manito, 
Lynn and 11 other members have 
learned to communicate sign 
language over 12 years.  The 
church employs an interpreter for 
all events, not just Sunday wor-
ship, so deaf members can serve 
on committees and participate in 
district events.

Bryan Branson, who is deaf, 
teaches a signed adult Sunday 
school class.  The church plans to 
add a portable microphone system 
so members can join in committee 
meetings and small groups.

Lynn encourages the regional 

conference to buy videos with 
captions, and the national church 
to make videos with captions. 

The church’s signing choir 
enhances the worship, Lynn said, 
because signing flows like sacred 
dance.  When she had laryngitis 
this winter and couldn’t sing, she 
signed with the songs.

Another option some churches 
use is Computer Assisted Real-
time Translation, which uses a 
court reporting system to project 
captions, not only for the hard-
of-hearing but also helpful if a 
speaker has an accent or someone 
is not fluent in English.  

“Audio and visual communi-
cation technologies help more 
people participate,” she said.

Consulting with a Georgia 
church about building ramps to 
the door and fellowship hall, she 
learned its two members in wheel 
chairs have to sit up front.  She 
suggested cutting three feet off 
ends of two pews so they can sit 
by family and friends.

Lynn has also developed an 
accessibility checklist to help 
United Methodist Annual Con-
ference annual meeting planners 
incorporate accommodations at 
campuses, convention centers 
or churches—such as ramps to 
speaker platforms, street-level 
entry, vans or golf carts.  Another 
tool advises speakers, for ex-
ample, not to talk while writing on 
a board, so lip readers can follow.  
Churches began holding confer-
ences at hotels and conference 

centers to be accessible.
At a National Camp and Re-

treat Leaders Gathering, she 
helped outdoor ministries lead-
ers learn to expand inclusion at 
camps.  

While there are many acces-
sibility audits, Lynn said there 
are few resources for faith-based 
camps.  She will put some energy 
there, taking some ideas for the 
outdoor setting from national 
parks:  Do camps have level, des-
ignated parking spaces for people 
in wheel chairs? Do they have 
tactile maps with raised letters?

Lynn has walked around Lazy F 
Camp in Ellensburg and Twinlow 
in Idaho, helping the managers 
begin to see with different eyes.

She said camps may be a setting 
to include children who are sepa-
rated in school and want to be with 
typical peers at camp.  Children 
living with a common illness may 
benefit from a special camp with 
others facing the same struggles.  
For example, a muscular dystro-
phy camp uses Twinlow.

 “Inclusion exposes us to people 
who are struggling,” she said.  

Lynn, who also connects with 
the World Council of Churches 
Ecumenical Disability Advocates 
Network and with the National 
Council of Churches Committee 
on Disabilities, said language is 
important in helping congrega-
tions understand without differen-
tiating to the point of exclusion.  

Inclusion takes a deliberate 
decision, case by case, church by 
church, she said.  There are also 
sensitivities based on traditions, 
such as providing gluten-free 
bread or wafers for communion.

For Manito potlucks, Lynn 
developed potluck alert mark-
ers with color-coded laminated 
cards on clothes pins clipped to 
dishes to alert people to ingre-
dients.  Different colors alert 

people about meat, allergy, diet 
and other concerns.  Those who 
bring dishes use dry-erase pens 
to mark dietary considerations.  
The meat alert card has boxes to 
check for vegetarian, vegan, pork, 
chicken or beef.  Allergy alerts are 
peanuts, tree nuts, soy, dairy, milk, 
shellfish, fish, eggs, wheat or 
chocolate.  Diet alerts are gluten 
free, dairy free, low sodium, low 
fat, low sugar or low carb.  After 
a meal, the committee wipe the 
laminated surfaces clean.

Lynn said more might attend 
church if there is a section for those 
with sensitivity to fragrances.

“We need to make a safe envi-
ronment for people with chemical 
sensitivities,” she said.

Lynn recently purchased an 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) accessibility compliance 
kit.  It includes light and sound 
meters, and a rolling stick to 
measure a ramp’s slope; heights of 
toilets, sinks, the undersides of a 
table; how far a mantle sticks out; 
doorway width; maximum reach, 
and mirror height.  The tools help 
her identify easy fixes—adding 
two mirror tiles at the base of a 
mirror or putting a cup dispenser 
beside a high water fountain.

“I have a comprehensive ap-
proach to working with needs of a 
variety of people,” she said.

She has evaluated church school 
curricula and prepared a vertical 
bulletin for a friend with hemiano-
pse, which cuts horizontal vision.

“The ADA helps but focuses on 
accessible bathrooms and spaces, 
not on making the chancel and 
programs accessible,” she said.  
“We need to move beyond ADA 
requirements for new buildings.”

Lynn hopes her consulting 
business will expand beyond the 
United Methodist Church.

For information, call 456-7196 or 
email lynnswedberg@comcast.net.

Occupational therapist advises churches on accessibility and inclusion

Lynn Swedberg shows the potluck alert system she developed.
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The Fig Tree continues to lift up voices to inform, inspire and involve

Disaster recovery is a long-term process requiring more than money
The scope of the recent three-pronged 

disaster in Japan makes it more difficult 
than usual to see how one person’s efforts 
can make a difference.  It’s a complex of 
problems that seems impossible to solve 
and could result in much needless dither-
ing.

Japan, like Indonesia, is an island nation.  
Before needed food, water, warm clothing 
and shelter can be trucked to devastated 
areas, both the trucks and the supplies are 
being delivered to ports on battleships.

This is a better-than-average use for 
battleships, but it does also point up the 
fact that disaster relief is rarely efficient, 
and it has many complications.  No matter 
how primitive the roads, it’s still more ef-
ficient to transport goods from one part of 
a mainland to another.

Writing a check often seems perfunc-
tory.

We like food drives and assembling hy-
giene kits.  They help to involve us, make 
the need real, and they give children a direct 

lesson about what we mean by caring for 
others.  Is there anyone who can resist the 
sight of a two-year-old trying to manage a 
can of vegetables in each hand as he brings 
them to the collections site?

These activities should continue.  They 
serve useful purposes.  However, some-
times there is only one logical reaction to 
an emergency:  Send money.

We always need to be cautious about 
our disaster relief gifts, because when 
there is a large number of people donating 
money to something, it is irresistible to the 
amoral who see financial opportunities for 
themselves.  Those who receive telephone 
calls from people encouraging them to send 
money to them in order to speed things 
up, need to remember that the people who 
do the real work in disaster relief are not 
operating phone banks.

It’s important to stick with established 
organizations that operate around the world 
and have warehouses for supplies.  These 
groups are the first on the scene.

Websites of denominations and faith 
groups are good sources of information, and 
they often have links to organizations such 
as the ACT for Churches Together, Church 
World Service or the Red Cross.

It may seem satisfying to earmark a 
contribution for a specific use, but it can 
add another complication.  The warehouses 
need re-stocking, and if a check says it must 
be spent in Japan, legal requirements keep 
it from being used to re-stock the agency’s 
warehouse outside Japan.

The same organizations are also still 
working on long-term recovery for all the 
disasters that continue to have needs but 
lack coverage by the major media.

Disaster relief may not always be highly 
efficient.  It’s complicated, messy, and 
frequently heart-breaking for those on the 
scene.  However, as many of them tell us, 
it is also deeply rewarding.  We must take 
their word, pray for all involved in the 
process and continue to make the work 
possible.

The fact that Japan is a highly developed 
country could require new thinking.  

Normally, Japan takes care of its own 
emergencies.  It has the resources, orga-
nization and people trained to take care of 
anything short of what has just happened. 
Having trained people to work with is a plus 
for relief workers, but a new kind of coordi-
nation is required to deliver basic services 
while avoiding trampling on sensibilities of 
those who know the country best but have 
been traumatized by the disaster.

Experts in the field of nuclear power are 
already consulting with the government and 
colleagues in Japan.  

Other parts of the high tech economy of 
Japan could also find themselves in need 
of similar help.  There may come a time 
soon when high-tech companies around the 
world will find themselves going beyond 
donating for immediate disaster relief to 
contributing their expertise for the long-
term economic recovery of Japan. 

Nancy Minard - Editorial Team

Lifting voices of hope, the Fig Tree 
is that inspirational voice that brings the 
drumbeat of hope, health, healing, inspira-

tion, celebration, com-
mitment, education, 
challenge, action and 
change. It advocates, 
and brings the chance 
of new beginnings 
to our communities. 
An article on “Christ 
Clinic and Christ 
Kitchen tells of turn-

ing around the culture of poverty.”  Imagine 
changing a community from poverty. 

Will you be that voice that is captured, 
to connect people, explore issues, build 
understanding and stir up passions? Will 
you volunteer or donate to lend a voice? For 
such a time as this, we need to extend our 
sincere gratitude, resources, trust and love 
to the Fig Tree that has informed, inspired, 
and involved us.

The Fig Tree lifts up voices of hope to all 
who have an ear to hear the stories of faith, 
commitment, outreach and dedication. 

Betsy Williams - Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church

Newspapers, obviously tell stories 
about individuals and our communities. 
Each newspaper, from the New York Times 
to your company newsletter, makes edito-
rial decisions about what stories to tell. 

Big newspapers tell big stories, and if all 
we had were big newspapers, many small 
stories would not be told. The Fig Tree tells 
stories that need to be told but are not in 
larger publications . 

It tells stories of good works, people 
making a difference in the world, and bless-
ings in our communities. 

One of the most important stories pub-

lished in the Fig Tree last year was not a 
happy story, but was one that needed to 
be told. 

It was a story told in other publications 
in this state, yet but for the Fig Tree, and 
the Catholic Inland Register, it would not 
have been told here: An Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) I-9 audit 
threw 550 workers, one-fourth of Brewster 
in Okanogan County out of work. 

An audit arises when workers’ names 
do not match social security numbers and 
ICE tells a company it can rectify that situ-
ation, let the people go or be fined for each 

incidence. 
What do we value 

when such a story 
goes untold?  By tell-
ing this story, The Fig 
Tree gave meaning to 
this tragedy, which 
was one small salvo in 
the ongoing immigra-
tion debate, but to the 
550 people who lost 

their jobs, it was huge, and it happened in 
our backyard. 

The story needed to be told, and if it 
wasn’t for the Fig Tree it would not have 
been. There are countless stories that need 
to be told and thanks to The Fig Tree more 
are being told. 

Greg Cunningham - Immigration and 
Refugee Resettlement - Catholic Charities

The Fig Tree is a source of news 
and information that connects people from 
various backgrounds. When we read about 
churches, nonprofits, and universities striv-
ing to make an impact on this community, it 
gives a sense of hope and inspiration. 

What touches my heart the most are 
the personal stories shared by individuals 

in the community. Their stories take us 
on a journey through 
their lives and tell us 
how their faith helped 
them deal with life’s 
struggles and chal-
lenges, and how they 
overcame them. 

We also learn about 
their passions, their 
dreams, their hopes 
to improve life and 

relationships. So let’s continue to go on 
these journeys and be inspired by real life 
stories that touch us. 

Let’s stay connected to people and let’s 
do whatever we can to support The Fig Tree 
and it’s mission. 

Frieda Gandy - Martin Luther King 
Jr. Family Outreach Center

The thing I love about The Fig Tree is 
that it goes out and seeks positive stories. 
You can’t look at a newspaper or any media 
without getting depressed.  That’s when to 
look at the Fig Tree. I’ve worked for the 
Institute for Action Against Hate for 10 
years and The Fig Tree has done just an 
amazing job of covering our work. 

Jerri Shepard - Institute for Hate 
Studies at Gonzaga University

Teaching an inter-Christian dialogue 
class, brought me to 
Mary Stamp.  Since 
Vatican II, the Catho-
lic Church has seen 
the urgent need for 
ecumenical and inter-
faith relationships—
that we all be one as 
Jesus prayed.

T h e  C h r i s t i a n 

churches and religion in general is in a 
crisis of credibility because we do not 
have unity.  We are strengthened in our 
Catholic and other identities to see unity 
in our diversity.  

Mary has spoken to my classes on how 
her life and her family’s lives have inter-
sected with the ecumenical movement, and 
how that brings us in this region the unique 
publication of The Fig Tree.

Anastasia Wendlinder - Gonzaga 
University Religious Studies

I have been grateful for years that 
the Fig Tree is a model for students to aspire 
to rather than mainstream media.  There are 
other venues for their 
talents and skills.

Our students come 
from a faith back-
ground and seek ways 
to blend their faith and 
journalism talents.

The Fig Tree is 
committed to justice.  
We want students to 
think beyond their 
own needs and think of the big picture.

There’s a tie to St. George who slew 
dragons.  As The Fig Tree “slays dragons,” 
it forces us to consider the past and the 
days ahead. 

Gordon Jackson - professor of 
journalism at Whitworth University

The Fig Tree helps frame the way 
we think of life, ourselves and our perspec-
tives.  Our donations are making the wit-
ness and ministry we share possible.  They 
are continuing a voice of hope in a time that 
feels hopeless.

The Very Rev. Bill Ellis - dean of the 
Episcopal Cathedral of St. John

Our time of earthquakes, tsunamis, hun-
ger, incredible poverty, incredible profits 
and draconian budget cuts is also a time of 
abundance, generosity and gratitude.  

In the midst of the grim realities, people 
care about each other and challenge injus-
tices behind the suffering of brothers, sisters 
and neighbors.  

The Fig Tree each month covers those 
stories to lift voices of hope; to lift voices 
to inform people; to lift voices to inspire 
people, and to connect and involve people 
to lift more voices.

Giving generously and gratefully to 
The Fig Tree and other faith and nonprofit 
organizations multiplies voices and their 
impact.  

Justice and charity are the foundations 

of our commitment as people of faith to 
improve lives for others.

Readers are The Fig Tree stories, spon-
sors, advertisers, volunteers, board, vol-
unteers and multipliers of circulation and 
support.  

Our stories are intended help people think, 
reflect and connect, so they are effective 
voices of hope in their own settings.  

As everyone rides the “cut-the-deficit” 
bandwagon, it’s hard to remember that, in 
fact, most businesses, farms and families 
operate on debt to do business.  Our editori-
als stir thinking about the economy. 

We trust there is enough! 
Voices of hope echo through Fig Tree 

stories.  We multiply voices, spreading their 
messages so they enter more lives to instill 

action-inspiring hope.
People risk to share, to lift their voices 

as Holocaust survivor and educator Eva 
Lassman did for years.  As she persisted 
in speaking, she informed many students, 
community people and national leaders.  
Like her, people interviewed for stories this 
year—shown in the slide show—are just 
examples of many who speak, teach, care, 
advocate, feed, shelter, build and respond to 
neighbors’ needs.

Folks we interview are grateful for the 
abundance of God’s gifts, undeterred by 
efforts to make them feel vulnerable and 
to divide those with common concerns.  
Contrary to popular wisdom, the weak are 
strong as they become voices challenging 
injustices.

God’s economy calls us to circulate what 
wealth we have among those with the least 
and those serving through the faith and 
nonprofit communities. Keeping funds cir-
culating locally as long as possible produces 
small-town prosperity.  As faith and non-
profit communities circulate our wealth, it 
enriches each group and those they serve. 

The Fig Tree grows on people power:  
Volunteers help two hours a month with 
delivery and mailings, 10 minutes a month 
handing out newspapers at their congrega-
tions, two-hour shifts at displays, 20-minute 
talks, or writing and editing articles.   Our 
goal is to involve more people to spread 
our approach of solutions-oriented/peace 
journalism. 

Mary Stamp  - Editor

Excerpts from Presenters Sounding Board at March Fig Tree benefits

Editorial Reflections
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C & H Foreign Auto Repair
E. 620 North Foothills Dr.       Spokane, WA 99207
 EDWARD W. CUSHMAN                487-9683 OR 484-5221

Calendar of Events

Rockwood Retirement Communities are
dedicated to the lifelong vitality and 

well-being of the whole person.
Enhance your Spiritual, Social, Physical, and Intellectual Life 

in a comfortable custom home or apartment, with assisted 
living and skilled nursing available.

Rockwood South Hill 2903 E. 25th Avenue
Rockwood at Hawthorne 101 E. Hawthorne Rd.

536-6650

Built in 1902, this lodge
is only minutes 

from Liberty Lake.
Great facility for youth 

camps, retreats or reunions!
For a brochure or info, call

255-6122
or email: zephyrlodge@live.com

www.zephyrlodge.org
Retreats • Camps • Seminars

Holiday Parties
Reunions and More!

on Liberty Lake

Located on 52 acres 
of wildlife – with lake access

Hope & Healing
Counseling Services
Marian Beaumier LICSW

483 0428              EMDR / Medicare Part B

Fair Trade Oriental Rug Event
May 19-22

More than 300 handcrafted Oriental rugs 
from runners to 10’ x 14’
made by fairly paid adults 

Thursday 10-5, Friday 10-9, Saturday 10-6, Sunday 12-5

Oriental Rug Seminar
Friday, May 20 - 7 p.m.

Free admission.  Reservations requested.

35 W. Main St. - Spokane - (509) 464-7677
kizurispokane.com • rugs.tenthousandvillages.com

Quality You Desire • Fairness Artisans Deserve

Education as 
individual as 

your child

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, April 19

9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
NIGHT OF DISCOVERY

Thursday, April 14 - 6:30 p.m.
TOURS - Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

www.discovery-school.org
Preschool - Sixth Grade

323 S. Grant St.
Spokane WA 99202

(509) 838-0606

Daybreak Youth Services
Chemical dependency treatment

for youth to 18 years old.
Outpatient and residential treatment

Daybreak relies on financial support from churches, individuals and agencies.
927-1991   •   11711 E. Sprague, D-4    •    Spokane, WA 99206

Through April 15 • 50th anniversary of the Peace Corps Exhibit. Express 
Employment Professionals, 331 W. Main St., weekdays 8 to 5, 
868-0302

Through April 29 • “Telling the American Story: History, Memory, Place, Story, 
Picture & Space,” Chase Gallery, Spokane City Hall, 808 W. 
Spokane Falls Blvd., weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 625-6079

April 6-9	 • Second International Conference on Hate Studies, Gonzaga 
Institute for Hate Studies, 313-3665

April 7	 • Growing Healthy Communities, Second Harvest, CenterPlace 
Regional Event Center, 2426 N. Discovery Pl., 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 534-
6678

April 7, 14, 21 & 28	 • Free computer training for seniors, Tincan computer lab, 
1317 W. Second Ave., 10 to 11 a.m., 744-0972

April 8	 • NAACP Spaghetti Feed, East Central Community Center, 500 S. 
Stone 5 to 9 p.m., 483-8644

April 9	 • “Women at the Well,” Lenten Retreat, The Ministry Institute, 405 
E. Sinto, 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 313-5765

	 • “Come Out to Play,” Shriners Hospital open house, 911 W. 5th 
Ave., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 623-0424

	 • KPBX Kids’ Concert, “Celebrating Django Reinhardt,” 1 to 2 p.m., 
Bing Crosby Theater, 901 W. Sprague Ave., 328-5729

April 10	 • Spokane Choral Artists “Sacred Space, Sacred Songs,” Cathedral 
of St. John, 127 E. 12th Ave., 4 p.m., spokanechoralartists@gmail.
com

April 11	 • Kootenai County Task Force on Human Relations Annual 
Banquet,” Lessons Learned from My Grandfather:  Nonviolence in 
a Violent World,” Arun Gandhi, Best Western Inn, 506 W. Appleway 
Ave, Coeur d’Alene, 5:30 p.m., 208-765-3932

April 11-13	 • Losses of Our Lives, Nancy Copeland-Payton, Monastery of St. 
Gertrude, Cottonwood, Idaho, 208-962-2000

April 14	 • Great Decisions Lecture, “From Narvik to Spokane, with a Stop in 
Vegas: Aboard the Financial Crisis Express,” Whitworth University 
Weyerhaeuser Hall, 7:30 p.m., 777-3270

	 • Hispanic Business Professional Association, Agave Bistro, 830 
W. Sprague Ave., 11:30 a.m., 358-2234

April 15	 • The Book Parlor’s Celebration of 10 Years of Ministry, 1425 W. 
Broadway Ave., 5:30 p.m., 328-6527

	 • Partnership for Safety Community Rally, STA Bus Plaza Atrium, 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

April 16	 • “Behold Jesus, The Drama,” INB Performing Arts Center, 334 W. 
Spokane Falls Blvd., 1 and 6:30 p.m., 924-2630

	 • “Vanishing of the Bees,” Ethical Eating food film series, Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 4340 W. Ft. George Wright Dr., 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m., 325-6383

	 • 100 Best Communities for Young People Celebration, Riverfront 
Park, 1 to 3 p.m., 625-6440 

April 19	 • “Heart of Spirituality,” South Hill Library, 3324 S. Perry, 6:30 to 8 
p.m., 444-5385

April 20	 • Spokane City Forum, “Our Kids, Our Business,” First 
Presbyterian Church, 318 S. Cedar, 11:45 a.m. – 1 p.m., 777-1555

	 • Center for Justice Legal Clinic, East Central Community Center, 
500 S. Stone, 5 to 8 p.m., 625-6699

	 • Lindaman Chair Lecture, “Not Your Father’s Oldsmobile: Today’s 
Behavioral Treatment for Autism Spectrum Disorder,” 7:30 to 9 p.m., 
Whitworth University Weyerhaeuser Hall, 7:30 p.m., 777-4263

April 21	 • Our Kids Our Business Capstone Luncheon, Spokane 
Convention Center, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 473-4827

April 22	 • Chase Youth Foundation’s Breakfast of Champions, Lincoln 
Center, 1316 N. Lincoln St., 7:30 a.m., 625-6440 

	 • Good Friday Ecumenical Tenebrae Service, Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, 1115 W. Riverside, 7 p.m., 313-6789

April 22	 • Earth Day see events page 3
April 23	 • Earth Day Celebration Spokane, Main Street between Browne and 

Division, 10 a.m. to midnight
April 24	 • Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service, Lofty Cross of Inspiration at 

Greenwood Memorial Terrace, 211 N. Government Way, 6:30 a.m.
April 27	 • Martin Luther King, Jr., Family Outreach Center Anniversary 

Breakfast, The Lincoln Center, 1316 N. Lincoln St., 7 p.m., 455-
8722

April 28	 • Yom Hashoah, Temple Beth Shalom, 1322 E. 30th Ave., 7 p.m.
April 29	 • “Take a Stand against Racism Day,” Spokane YWCA, 930 N. 

Monroe, 11 a.m., grant@ywcaspokane.org 
April 30	 • City of Spokane Parks & Recreation’s Compost Fair, Finch 

Arboretum, 3404 W. Woodard Blvd., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 624-4832
May 4	 • Fig Tree distribution, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 316 E. 24th, 9 

a.m., 535-1813
May 5	 • Fig Tree Board meeting, Emmanuel Center, 631 S. Richard Allen 

Ct., 1 p.m., 535-1813
May 6-8	 • “A New Harmony: The Spirit, the Earth and the Human Soul,” John 

Philip Newell, Spiritus, Cathedral of St. John, 127 E. 12th Ave., 7 
p.m., Friday and 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Saturday.

To celebrate the fifth Our Kids: 
Our Business, organizers reduced 
the number of pinwheels, which 
are not recyclable and bought 
25 reusable street banners and 
yard signs to spark awareness of 
the event during National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month.  

Marilee Roloff, director of 
Volunteers of America Spokane, 
said the event has adopted the 
five America’s Promise goals:  
healthy start, caring adults, safe 
places, effective education and 
opportunities to serve.

The SPO-CAN Conference on 
people’s responses when they are 
under pressure, a celebration of 
Spokane as one of 100 Best Com-
munities for Young People, and 
a luncheon speaker on brain de-
velopment are among the events 
planned to support successful 
childhood.

Mary Ann Murphy of Partners 
with Families and Children, one 
of the coordinators with Amy 
Swanson of Vanessa Behan Crisis 
Nursery and Marilee, said the ef-
fort to protect and nurture children 
is addressing the high dropout 
rate, along with educating about 
child abuse and neglect.

Gina Lebedeva of the Institute 
of Learning and Brain Science (I-
LABS) at the University of Wash-
ington is the featured speaker 
at the Capstone Luncheon from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Thursday, 
April 21, at the Spokane Conven-
tion Center.

Speaking on “Minds in the 
Making: Our Future Workforce,” 
she will discuss evidence the im-
pact of brain and social environ-
ments on later skills.  She says 
being bilingual and bicultural 
“gives the brain plasticity.”  

Gina also emphasizes the im-
portance of play in early child-
hood development, said Mary 
Ann, noting that 30,000 schools 
across the nation have canceled 
recess, despite the importance of 
play in developing the brain.

At 6 p.m., Wednesday, April 13, 
at Emmanuel Family Life Center, 
631 S. Richard Allen Ct., there 
will be a  community forum on 
the child welfare system.

On April 15, Theresa Fears, the 
Partnership Program coordinator 
for the ARC of Spokane, has or-
ganized a Partnership for Safety 
rally for Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Week from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
at the STA Atrium downtown.

For information on other events, 
visit ourkidsspokane.org.

Our Kids: Our 
Business continues 
to educate the area
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The 36th Annual
Whitworth Institute of Ministry

This year’s conference theme, Enduring Wisdom 
for the Church Today, will help us address the 
challenges of our time by asking questions about how 
the wisdom of the past helps us experience God’s 
redeeming love through Jesus Christ in our own 
fragile lives, in our struggling churches, and in our 
fractured, pain-filled world. 

Bible Hour: F. Dale Bruner, Professor Emeritus, 
Theology Department, Whitworth University 

Convocation Hour: Karen Petersen Finch, Assistant 
Professor of Theology, Whitworth University

Evening Worship: Timothy George, Dean, 
Beeson Divinity School, Samford University, 
Birmingham, Alabama

Workshops: Led by keynote speakers and 
Whitworth University faculty and staff

Special programs for children, spouses, and teens, 
as well as recreational opportunities and family 
activities, are available for those who attend.

July 11-15, 2011

Visit www.whitworth.edu/wim or contact Toni Sutherland 
at 509.777.4345 or tsutherland@whitworth.edu. 

Thirst 
A t t a c h m e n t ,  P r o c e d u r a l           

M e m o r y ,  &  S a c r e d   
P r a c t i c e  i n   

E v e r y d a y  L i f e   
~ W i t h  K e n t  H o f f m a n  

15 Hour Seminar 
May 20th ~ 7-9pm 

May 21, 22 ~ 9-5pm 
(Lunch 12-1:30pm) 

Cost 
$250.00 

 
Spokane Masonic Center 
1108 W. Riverside Ave. 

Spokane, WA 99210  
 

To Register and For More Information  
Go to www.thirsthome.org 

F o r  q ue s t i on s  c on ta c t  T an ya  
R i o r da n  a t  t h i r s t ho me@ c om ca s t . ne t     

( 5 09 )  4 55 -7 65 4  E x t .  81  

Main market 

CO-OP
Spokane’s community 

grocery store.  

Everyone is welcome to shop • Anyone can be an owner
At Main Market Co-op we seek out high quality foods and 
merchandise from local, organic & sustainable producers.

8am-8pm Monday-Saturday • 10am-6pm Sunday • Free Parking

44 W. Main - Spokane 
458-COOP (2667)  •  www.mainmarket.coop

Just Trade
fairly traded
crafts from

around 
the world

inside 
Brused Books

235 E. Main
Pullman, WA

509-334-7898
Mon-Fri 11 am-6 pm
Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 

By Yvonne Lopez-Morton
Once unaware that many people 

could not afford to rent a home, 
Cindy Algeo now fosters col-
laboration among nonprofits and 
housing developers to increase the 
number of affordable homes for 
renters and homeowners.

As director of the Spokane 
Low Income Housing Consortium 
(SLIHC) for six of its 20 years, she 
believes “communities are stron-
ger and healthier when everyone 
has a place to call home.” 

Since it started in 1990, the 
Spokane Low Income Housing 
Consortium’s member agencies 
have developed more than 3,200 
affordable rental homes and more 
than 2,000 home-ownership op-
portunities for low-income indi-
viduals and families.

“In today’s economic environ-
ment, the need for affordable 
housing is as great as ever,” said 
Cindy.  “We are also working 
together to build our efforts to pro-
vide affordable low-income hous-
ing by contacting state legislators 
to re-capitalize the Housing Trust 
Fund, a major source of funding 
for affordable housing.”

She believes the strength need-
ed to face funding gaps comes 
through member organizations 
sharing resources.

To reduce homelessness, the 
SLIHC seeks to identify addi-
tional resources, including part-
nerships with congregations and 
foundations.  It is also reviewing 
housing funding options, devel-
oping a housing leadership cur-
riculum and suggesting efficiency 
options to members.

In 1989, a Greater Spokane Co-
alition Against Poverty (GSCAP) 
report supported the need “to 
increase availability and acces-
sibility to appropriate and af-
fordable housing for low-income 
residents.”

In March 1990, GSCAP’s 
Housing Task Force initiated a 
plan to formalize inter-agency 
collaboration on low-income 
housing development and advo-
cacy by forming the nonprofit 
consortium with 10 members.

Today it has 29 full members—
nonprofit organizations and public 
housing authorities involved in 
developing low-income hous-
ing—plus 14 associate members 
and 13 supportive members.

Full members have a represen-
tative on the SLIHC board.

Associate members are non-
profits involved in any aspect of 
low-income housing—develop-
ment, ownership, management or 
support.  They provide input to the 
board and serve on committees.

Supportive members are in-
dividuals and organizations that 
support the consortium’s mission, 
projects and activities—offering 

input to the board and serving on 
committees.  They include banks, 
lenders, contractors, attorneys and 
others who promote their services 
to consortium members. 

The consortium offers such 
technical services for members 
as a revolving loan fund, the 
Housing Opportunity 
Fund (HOF), for land 
acquisition and in-
frastructure.  It has 
monthly meetings on 
housing, does surveys, 
and offers trainings 
and seminars.  It has 
bought land and paid 
for infrastructure costs 
for 12 home-owner-
ship units.  In 2010, it 
supported developing 33 low-rent 
apartments at Market Street Sta-
tion in Hillyard.

SLIHC’s OneStopHousing.org, 
is a web-based housing locator 
resource that connects people with 
affordable-housing listings.

Online since 2006, the website 
has more than 4,000 visits month-
ly.  It is free for rental seekers, 
service agencies and landlords.  
Many access it through computers 
at agencies and libraries.

The SLIHC also has a three-
year project to implement new 
ways to reduce homelessness, 
working with 12 community 
partners—including the City of 
Spokane and Spokane County—
to implement “centralized intake” 
and “rapid re-housing.”

“Early on, the partners con-
cluded that our regional Homeless 
Management Information System 
(HMIS), administered by the 
city, had the capability to be our 
centralized database/intake tool,” 
Cindy said.

To ensure high use of the sys-
tem, the city convened an HMIS 
Users Group and increased train-
ing.  Now 12 agencies that operate 
more than 60 programs to reduce 
homelessness participate in it.

As the quality of data has im-
proved, the region has become 
more competitive in securing 
funds to prevent and reduce 
homelessness.

Cindy said a pilot program that 
moves people into permanent 
housing, the Homeless Prevention 

and Rapid Re-Hous-
ing Program (HPRP), 
began in Spokane 
with funds from the 
2009 American Re-
covery and Reinvest-
ment Act. Lessons 
from this program 
will help the region 
implement a long-
term rapid re-housing 
program tailored to 

Spokane, Cindy said.
Along with it, government fund-

ing for shelters and transitional 
housing programs must continue, 
because rapid re-housing does not 
work for everyone. Many options 
are needed. 

The consortium educates peo-
ple on housing issues through its 
monthly newsletter and events for 
low-income housing residents, or-
ganizations, interested people and 
public officials.  It is also on local 
and state committees on afford-
able housing to share awareness 
of common concerns. 

For example, when Spokane 
had to find homes for 200 down-
town residents displaced in 2007, 
the SLIHC served on an ad hoc 
Affordable Housing Task Force 
with the nonprofit, public and for-
profit communities to help every 
person secure a new home.

Cindy grew up on a family farm 
near Cottonwood, Idaho, and was 
in St. Gertrude Academy’s last 
graduating class in 1970. She 
moved to Spokane in the early 
1970s to attend Gonzaga Univer-
sity and stayed after graduating.

She married, became a stay-
at-home mother and did some 
volunteering, including delivering 

food for Meals on Wheels.
“I was somewhat isolated from 

social challenges,” Cindy said.  
Her awareness of barriers that 

low-income people face in access-
ing affordable housing came when 
she entered Eastern Washington 
University in the early 1990s to 
study public administration.

Following a class presentation 
on the Spokane Housing Author-
ity, she began an internship with 
the authority that became her 
master’s degree project.  After 
graduating, Cindy joined the Spo-
kane Housing Authority’s staff, 
where she worked 10 years before 
starting at the consortium.

Cindy said SLIHC members are 
mission-driven to provide homes 
and services for low-income resi-
dents, and that low-income people 
are courageous and grateful.

“My father taught me through 
word and action that it is im-
portant to share our wealth with 
others,” Cindy said. “By serving 
others we serve the Lord.”

For information, call 325-3235 
or visit slihc.org.

Spokane’s 2009
One Day Count 

of homeless people 
found 

149 city families 
with children and 

25 county 
households were 

homeless.

Collaboration increases the number of affordable houses

Corazon Scarves 
Look 

beautiful!  
Do Good!

 

Empowering women 
to live free of violence 

and oppression.
Order on-line at

corazonscarves.com

Cindy Algeo
European Deli with a German Touch
sandwiches • party trays • holiday specialties

417 E. Third Ave.  •  Spokane WA 99202
Owners Werner & Carole Gaubinger

Maya Earth Coffee
Your congregation or nonprofit can raise funds 

by co-marketing fair-trade, organic coffee 
through Coffee with a Cause

509-768-3193   •   Toll free:  877-892-3193 
coffee@mayaearthcoffee.com  •  www.mayaearthcoffee.com


