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By Mary Stamp

The new dean of the Episcopal
Cathedral of St. John in Spokane,
the Rev. Bill Ellis, regularly chal-
lenges his congregation to dare to
imagine a future fulfillment that is
not the product of human endeavor,
but is a gift of God received grate-
fully.

“Most of us can imagine a rea-
sonably peaceful future for our-
selves and those we love, but we
are also keenly aware that the future
we imagine is lived against the
backdrop of an increasing spiral of
human violence,” he said.

He is thankful that the scriptural
imagination dares to envision “a
world whose end is not apocalyptic
violence, but delivered from that
end by unconditional forgiveness
that breaks the cycle of recipro-
cal violence and so founds a new
heaven and a new earth.”

Each era with its challenges
intersects with the ongoing vision
and hope faith gives.

Once the cruciform Gothic cathe-
dral on the South Hill was an ecu-
menical spiritual center, a center for
art, music and social life, and the
place where the movers and shakers
of Spokane’s political and financial
power structures worshipped.
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The Rev. Bill Ellis, dean of the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John

il N

i
L

Dean challenges spiral of violence

While the cathedral still serves
as an important center of religious
and cultural life, he said that in
today’s “none zone” culture—most
Northwest people polled claim no
religious affiliation—the cathedral,
like most Inland Northwest church-
es, no longer has the significance it
once had. Today, most of the cathe-
dral’s 600 members are ordinary,
middle-class people, he said.

“Now in a wilderness period, we
are still about what the church has
always been about, proclaiming
the Gospel and living it out,” he
asserted.

As the cathedral reflects on its
purpose, the spiritual formation
needed today and the type of life
members will share with each other
and the community, Bill preaches
and teaches the gospel messages
of providing for people who do
not share in the blessings of life
and of challenging today’s climate
of violence.

He brings insights from studying
history at the University of Oregon
in Eugene. He set aside plans to
study law in order to study theology
at the Church Divinity School of
the Pacific in Berkeley, Calif.

Since graduating in 1982, he

Continued on page 4

Heart to Heart Art develops resilience

Guided art method makes children artists

The Heart to Heart Art program
at the YWCA’s after-school and
summer programs for homeless
youth inspires basic artistic skills
of at-risk children as one way to
help build their resilience to over-
come obstacles they face.

Jerri Shepard and Deborah
Booth, associate professors in
Gonzaga University’s School of
Education, and Monica Walters,
director of the Spokane YWCA,
not only have shared the program
with Spokane children, but also
brought it to AIDS orphans at
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Second-
ary School in Kibera, Kenya, in
August.

Jerri, who teaches in the master
of arts in teaching at-risk students,
and Deborah, chair of the teacher

education department, developed
the program four years ago.

After school and in the summer,
children participate in guided art
processes. Classes can range from
three to 20 students.

Jerri and Deborah often begin
a class by asking how many chil-
dren think they are artists. Few
do, but they find they are.

Using a guided art method
that assumes anyone can create
art, the children are introduced
step-by-step to five universal
shapes—straight line, curved line,
angle line, circle and dot. Draw-
ing with prisma-color markers,
they produce “quick, attractive
results,” said Jerri.

Her concern about at-risk chil-
dren started while working as
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a school psychologist and with
children at the juvenile court in
Phoenix. Jerri, who came to Gon-
zaga 17 years ago from Visalia,
Calif., is director of the Institute
for Action Against Hate.

Deborah’s background includes
literacy and curriculum develop-
ment with children considered at
risk for academic failure.

After the child creates a draw-
ing, the teacher makes a copy
and gives the original back to
the child. They use the copies to
make tote bags, bookmarks, cal-
endars and greeting cards, which
hare sold at the YWCA Women
of Achievement Luncheon, the
Gonzaga Bookstore and in the
community.

“It’s amazing the art the chil-
dren have produced,” Jerri said.
“The items sold produce revenue
to further develop the Heart to
Heart Art program.”

Creating art in itself fosters a
sense of belonging, success and
creativity, she said.

Deborah and her service learn-
ing students also lead an activity
that teaches children to act out

Continued on page 5

Fig Tree’s directory is

now online, expanded

The Fig Tree’s 2008 Directory of Congregations and
Community Resources is now online with more entries than
were included in the print version, available since June.

Malcolm Haworth, AmeriCorps community outreach
coordinator with The Fig Tree, has been updating the data
since publication, adding congregations in Central Wash-
ington, Southeast Washington and North Central Idaho,
doubling the number included.

In addition, he has added more agencies in the Palouse
and Panhandle.

He has included new sections on programs for the home-
less and on arts and culture. He expanded the sections on
veterans, housing assistance and family resources, along
with a few additions in each section, in order to be more
comprehensive.

The information is in pdf files for each section—denom-
inations and resource categories. Entries include emails
and links to websites that can be clicked to connect with
the congregation or resource to learn more information.

“It’s a way to access the world,” he said. “While most
entries are in this region, we connect to the regional and
national offices, plus some international ecumenical and
faith organizations.

“We hope that the congregations, ministries and non-
profits will link their websites to ours as a way to build
‘traffic’ on all our websites,” he said.

Malcolm encourages people to visit the website to check
that entries are current and accurate, and then email that in-
formation to directory@thefigtree.org or call 323-4037.
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Religion News Briefs

Around the World

Ecumenical News International, PO Box 2100
CH - 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland Tel: +41-22 791 6111
Fax: +41-22 788 7244  Email: eni@eni.ch

Global Christian Forum opens ties

By Fredrick Nzwili of Ecumenical News International

Leaders meeting at the Global Christian Forum in early Novem-
ber in Kenya pledged to convene international, local and regional
meetings to deepen reconciliation and understanding.

“Recognizing that unity is God’s gift, our commitment is to
press on, promoting greater understanding and cooperation among
Christians, while respecting the diversity of our identities, tradi-
tions and gifts,” leaders said in a statement they issued. They want
to continue the global forum as a space for Christians from differ-
ent traditions to work together in areas of common interest.

The forum was proposed in the mid-1990s by the Rev. Konrad
Raiser, a German theologian then general secretary of the World
Council of Churches (WCC), to include churches not among its
347 member churches—Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox.

While Hubert Van Beek, who organized the forum, felt there
were proposals for proceeding into the future, he acknowledged ar-
eas where more discussion is needed, especially criticism of some
Pentecostal and Evangelical Christians by other Christians.

The forum process will continue with a small structure—
not to replace existing ecumenical structures—as a place where
members of different traditions can engage in dialogue to promote
understanding, said Lutheran World Federation general secretary
the Rev. Ishmael Noko.

The Rev. Setri Nyomi of the World Alliance of Reformed
Churches, said dialogue requires local and regional follow-up.

“When you share your journey and discover how other people
have traveled and find similarities in the journey, that helps us
travel together,” said the Rev. Richard Howell of the Evangeli-
cal Fellowship of India.

“A new form of ecumenism is needed that embraces the chal-
lenges of world-wide Christianity,” said Pentecostal theologian
and scholar Cheryl Bridges-Johns, professor at the Theological
Seminary of the Church of God in Cleveland, Tenn. She quoted a
1961 WCC New Delhi assembly statement that “the achievement
of unity will involve nothing less than a death and rebirth of many
forms of church life as we have known them.”

Bridges-Johns said any new form of ecumenism will involve
new faces, world views and voices of non-western, indigenous
Christianity: “Western conservatives look to the South for sup-
port, but fail to understand the world view of Christianity in the
Southern Hemisphere.” For Western Christianity, conversion
means examining its sense that it represents “the pinnacle of evo-
lutionary development in its scientific reason.” For churches from
the South and East, “conversion would mean not being so quick
to label Western Christianity as ‘apostate’ or ‘post-Christian,”” as
well as to “avoid the temptation of judgment,” she said.

Pentecostal leader the Rev. Peter Sleebos of the Assemblies
of God in the Netherlands warned about use of the term “ecu-
menism,” associated with WCC since its foundation in 1948. His
constituencies “are allergic to that word,” he said, noting that
“forum,” “dialogue” or “exploring unity” are easier to explain.

WCC general secretary the Rev. Samuel Kobia welcomed
the involvement of Pentecostal and Evangelical leaders, and said
it helped overcome prejudices. In the past, he said, Evangelicals
had been wary of the “social gospel,” the commitment to chang-
ing society. Inrecent years, Pentecostals and Evangelicals have
become active in campaigns, such as those warning of the dangers
of climate change, he noted. “Only by lowering barriers, coming
fully into each other’s presence and confronting our prejudices
can we understand each other better,” he said.

The Rev. Ndaba Mazabane, a South African cleric and
chair of the World Evangelical Alliance, suggested starting “to
deliberate on issues that are more common to us than on those
issues that divide us.”

“We should not dismiss too quickly and easily the ecumenical
movement and the instruments it has created,” said Bishop Brian
Farrell, from the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity. Affirming the value and role of the Global Christian Fo-
rum, he said the Forum owes its existence to those instruments.
“Although over 100 years old, the ecumenical movement is still
in its beginnings. The cause of Christian unity takes patience and
a continued effort. “When Christians are divided, preaching the
gospel suffers,” he said. ”Everything that leads to rediscovering
our unity in Christ is good,” said Farrell, impressed that partici-
pants engaged each other honestly.

Support came also from the Rev. Geoff Tunnicliffe, director
of the World Evangelical Alliance, a network of international
organizations and churches in 128 nations. He said, “We believe
this table brings greater understanding and breaks stereotypes.”

The Rev. Cecil Robeck, an Assemblies of God minister in
the United States and professor at Fuller Theological Seminary in
California, likened the gathering to “a new Pentecost.” He said
Pentecostalism, a Christian renewal movement dating from the
early 20th century, takes its name from Pentecost and the descent
of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ followers, allowing them to under-
stand each other. It is now one of the fastest growing Christian
movements, particularly in the Southern hemisphere. Few have
been involved in the WCC.

REGIONAL ECUMENICAL & INTERFAITH NEWS

Pastors organize Legislative Advocacy Day

In cooperation with the state-
wide Religious Coalition for
the Common Good (RCCG),
Spokane’s new Coalition for
Progressive Pastors is planning
a Legislative Advocacy Event at
5:30 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 13, at Spo-
kane Friends, 1612 W. Dalke, said
the Rev. Nick Block, pastor.

“We see the church in a pro-
phetic way relating to peace and
justice concerns,” he said.

They will hold the event early
in January so they can meet with
state legislators before the short
2008 session in Olympia.

The RCCG uses resources from
the Washington Association of
Churches and the Lutheran Public
Policy Office. They plan to have
local speakers and to share with
legislators the values they hold
from their faith.

Two RCCG meetings with leg-
islators and the faith community
in early November in Spokane
to challenge participants to turn
words into action.

“We want to represent the com-
mon values of Washington State’s
ecumenical community,” said
Darel Grothaus, interim director
of the Washington Association of
Churches and sponsor of RCCG.
“We cannot do that without hear-
ing from our partners and allies
from across the state.”

Concerns raised in the Spokane
meetings were consistent with
those identified by RCCG part-
ners. They include affordable
and accessible housing and health
care, reducing poverty, creation
care, public safety and restorative
justice, tax fairness and compas-
sionate immigration reform.

Their priorities also includ-
ed criminal justice reform, the
environment—especially water
issues—and reduction of barriers
that perpetuate poverty.

In discussing restorative jus-
tice, Nick asked, “What blocks
redemption? This is a theologi-
cal issue our churches should be
addressing.”

Concerns about the condition
of the Spokane River and effects
of global warming on water dis-
tribution are issues that “are not
addressed on the West side of the
State,” said one participant.

There was general agreement
that coordinating priorities and ac-
tion would yield better results than
individual organizations trying to
effect change in state legislation,
said Alice Woldt of the RCCG.

RCCG partners include: Asso-
ciated Ministries of Tacoma and
Pierce County, Church Council
of Greater Seattle, Earth Ministry,
Friends Committee on Washing-
ton Public Policy, Intercommunity
Peace and Justice Center, Jewish
Federation of Greater Seattle,
Lutheran Public Policy Office of
Washington State and Washington
Association of Churches.

Each organization has its own
legislative agenda, but arrives at a
consensus about what the RCCG
will support as its priorities.

For information, call 844-5666.

Community celebrates Human Rights Day

A community celebration of
United Nations Human Rights
Day will be held in Spokane in
conjunction with the annual Unit-
ed Nations Association ((UNA)
celebration. This year begins
the 60th year since the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights was
adopted on Dec. 10, 1948.

The declaration set a standard
for defending and promoting hu-
man rights throughout the world.

The Community Celebration
begins at 6:30 p.m., Monday, Dec.
10, at the Unitarian Universalist
Church, 4340 W. Fort Wright Dr.
with Yvonne Lopez-Morton, chair
of the Washington State Human

Rights Commission, moderating
testimonies of Spokane human
rights activists about human rights
defenders who inspire them.

The UNA-Spokane meeting
follows at 7 p.m., featuring Robert
Sauders, assistant professor of
history, geography and anthropol-
ogy at Eastern Washington Uni-
versity, speaking on “60 Years of
Searching for Peace: The United
Nations’ Role in the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict.”

Through his work in Israel and
Palestine, Robert has worked with
various United Nations agencies,
which he says have improved the
lives of men, women and children

subjected to the endless conflict
and which highlight some specific
programs that bring relief.

In 2007, he earned his doctoral
degree from American University
with a dissertation examining the
politics of Palestinian identity
narratives through archaeological
and cultural heritage research.

His current research explores
how the politics are communi-
cated through narratives of tour
guides and tourism publications.
He teaches about the modern
Middle East, Islamic and Judaic
history and culture, museum stud-
ies, tourism and human rights.

For information, call 456-2382.

Voices in the Wilderness leader to speak

Kathy Kelly, coordinator of
Voices for Creative Nonviolence
in Chicago, will speak on Friday,
Jan. 25, in Spokane, sponsored
by the Peace and Justice Action
League of Spokane.

Kathy helped initiate Voices
in the Wilderness, a campaign
to end the United Nations’ and
United States’ sanctions against
Iraq in 1996.

For bringing medicine and
toys to Iraq in open violation of
the sanctions, she and other cam-
paign members were notified of
a possible $163,000 penalty for
the organization, threatened with

NAME

12 years in prison and eventually
fined $20,000, which they have
refused to pay.

Voices in the Wilderness orga-
nized 70 delegations to Iraq from
1996 to the beginning of “Opera-
tion Shock and Awe” warfare in
March 2003.

Kathy has been to Iraq 24 times
since January 1996. In October
2002, she joined Iraq Peace Team
members in Baghdad where
the team maintained a presence
throughout the bombardment
and invasion. She left on April
19, 2003, and has returned three
times, most recently in May 2006
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to Northern Iraq.

A teacher by profession, she
has done prison time for planting
corn at a nuclear missile silo site
and “crossing the line” at Fort
Benning to resist the School of
the Americas (SOA), renamed the
Western Hemispheric Institute for
Security Cooperation because its
challengers dubbed it the “School
of Assassins.”

She has been a nominee three
times for the Nobel Peace Prize.

For information, call 838-7870.
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Despite downsizing, ecumenist finds these times exciting for unity

Despite the downsizing and transition
in local, national and global ecumenical
organizations, Robert Welsh, general sec-
retary of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), finds these times of challenges
and difficulties one of the most creative,
exciting periods he has experienced in
more than 30 years of involvement in
the ecumenical movement.

Robert is an ecumenical colleague of
Fig Tree editor Mary Stamp. He studied
with her at the Ecumenical Institute of
the World Council of Churches in 1969
and 1970, and worked with her again
when she edited the Friends of Bossey
newsletter.

Two of his reasons for optimism are
the Churches Uniting in Christ (CUIC)
commitment to racial justice and recon-
ciliation and the Global Christian Forum
he attended in early November in Limuru
near Nairobi, Kenya.

Robert expects that when the CUIC
holds its second Plenary meeting in Jan.
11 to 14 in St. Louis, the 10 member com-

munions will re-affirm their commitment
to become “God’s Beloved Community”
with the mandate to pursue racial justice
and reconciliation.

Atits meeting in October in Baltimore,
the Coordinating Coun-
cil for the CUIC, Ron
Cunningham, bishop in
the Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church and
vice president of CUIC,
said: “We now must
embrace this calling to
live out ways and means
of eradicating racism and
making racial reconcilia-
tion CUIC’s fundamental
approach to prophetic witness.”

Convener of CUIC’s Racial Justice
Task Force Bentley De Bardeleben, who
is minister of Racial Reconciliation for
the United Church of Christ, said that
“a new trust among representatives of
historically black churches and the main-
line churches, sorely lacking at times in

‘Now is the most
exciting period
in 30 years
of ecumenical
involvement.’

the past, is a hallmark of the renewed
ties binding these churches together in a
stronger relationship.”

Robert participated in the Global
Christian Forum, describing it as an
unprecedented gathering
of 240 Christian leaders
from 72 nations on five
continents, “representing
the most widely diverse
range of churches, con-
fessions and organiza-
tions ever.”

African Instituted
churches, Anglicans,
Catholic (Roman and
0ld), Baptists, Orthodox,
Evangelicals, Disciples, Friends, Holi-
ness Lutherans, Mennonites, Methodists,
Moravians, Orthodox (Eastern and Ori-
ental), Pentecostals, Reformed, Salvation
Army, Seventh-Day Adventists, United
and Uniting churches, “the sweep of
the global Christian community, came
together to explore the gift of our unity

in Christ,” Robert said. “One statistician
observed that 95 percent of the world’s
Christian population was represented in
this event, coming together to share wit-
ness to the theme, ‘Our Journeys with
Jesus Christ, the Reconciler.”

In addition to these Christian traditions
or “families,” a number of Christian orga-
nizations were also represented: regional
ecumenical organizations, youth and
student international movements, YMCA
and YWCA, United Bible Societies,
World Vision International, the Lausanne
Committee for World Evangelization, the
World Evangelical Alliance, the World
Council of Churches and a number of
forum-type organizations.

Participants began by sharing per-
sonal testimonies of their encounters with
Christ, expressing their faith out of their
confessional traditions and reflecting
on what it might mean to walk together
in obedience to Christ, despite differ-
ing views on substantive issues such as
ecclesiology.

At Global Christian Forum in Kenya
Korean examines some tough issues dividing Christian community

Juan Michel - World Council
of Churches media relations

At the Global Christian Forum
in November in Kenya, Korean
missiologist Wonsuk Ma likened
church unity to riding a bicycle:
“We fall unless we go forward.”

Ma analyzed Christian devel-
opments in unity and mission in
the last century. He affirmed that
in Christian mission, the seem-
ingly contradictory emphases on
“life before death” and on “life
after death,” which separated
“mainline” and “evangelical”
Christians for decades, are actu-
ally complementary and in need
of each other.

Ma, a Pentecostal theologian
and head of the Oxford Centre
for Mission Studies in the United
Kingdom, based his reflection on
his personal journey. He described
himself as a second generation
Christian, growing up in an envi-
ronment hostile to his faith.

While the “life before death”
camp focuses on creating a just
society, Ma said, the “life after
death” camp emphasizes “soul
saving.”

For the former camp, issues that

hinder justice are mission topics,
and sympathy with victims in
society leads to involvement in
their struggles.

For the latter camp, evangelism
and church planting are the key
topics.

However, Ma affirmed, “these
approaches are complementary”
because the gospel “includes the
earthly and the heavenly.”

Clifton Kirkpatrick, stated
clerk of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and president of the
World Alliance of Reformed
Churches, described Ma’s com-
ments as “a caricature,” noting
that those in both camps are
“discovering the wholeness of the
gospel and need each other.”

The Rev. Geoff Tunnicliffe,
director of the World Evangeli-
cal Alliance, agrees with Ma “in
general, but only for the early 20th
century for evangelicals. Before
that, he said, they were engaged in
societal issues like the abolition of
slavery. After the 1974 Lausanne
Congress on World Evangeliza-
tion, evangelicals had “permission
to engage in issues pertaining to
‘life before death.””

The “evangelical” camp, said
Ma has spent “energy converting
everyone to our form of Christi-
anity, including other Christians
as well as non-believers,” which
some consider “sheep-stealing,”
and focus on who is “in” and
“out.”

Ma said the “ecumenical” camp
created an environment that made
it “impossible for some churches
to approach the network,” also
creating those “in” and “out.”

Ma compared the story of the
relationships between the two
“life camps” to a tale of two sib-
lings who never met each other.
Until today, when a long process
of “self-critical reflection and
growing awareness of each other”
has led the two “much closer
to each other than was possible
decades ago.”

“There has been a growing
convergence as both ‘camps’ have
rediscovered the gospel call to
personal salvation and to social
justice,” Kirkpatrick said.

Tunnicliffe said there are help-
ful “conversations at some levels,
but the grassroots has a long way
to go. In both camps stereotypes

and significant divides around
core issues remain.”

However, Ma believes that
occasions like the Global Chris-
tian Forum have the potential to
foster an “authentic ecumenic-
ity by combining open koinonia,
Spirit-filled worship and diligent
learning to discern what the Lord
is doing in different Christian
communions.”

“I hope we will risk working to-
gether,” and forge “new relations
among ourselves and between our
churches” so that “Christian unity
may be strengthened, quite apart
from the self-interest of any one
institution,” Kobia said.

“There is already much coop-
eration across boundaries at the
grassroots level, be it on advocacy
issues, fighting HIV and AIDS or
other contemporary challenges,”
affirmed the Rev. Judy Mbugua,
team leader of the Association of
Evangelicals in Africa.

Regional consultations have
taken place in Asia, Africa, Europe
and Latin America. The method-
ology used in those encounters
encouraged participants to share
their faith journeys and stories of

Spokane Multifaith AIDS CareTeams
Volunteer Orientation & Training

Saturday, Jan. 12 - 8:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m.
St. John Vianney Catholic Church
503 N. Walnut - Spokane Valley

For persons interested in becoming HIV/AIDS volunteers

in faith-based AIDS CareTeams, expressing compassion
through practical, emotional and spiritual support for an individual

or family living with HIV/AIDS. Teams do what friends do.

CareTeams of seven to 15 members meet monthly to plan service
to their CarePartner. There is no risk of infection.

For members of faith communities of all traditions or no affiliation.
Registration - $10
Pre-register by phone, email or mail by Jan. 7
Sponsors - Catholic Charities & Spokane AIDS Network

For information, call 328-4273
or email scooper@ccspokane.org
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Leading the
Food Bank Network

=HARVEST

balanced meals.”
~ Catherine, single mother of one

INLAND NORTHWEST

Your support makes it possible for Second Harvest to
provide donated food to make healthy meals for hungry
families in our community.

“We eat healthier because the food
bank in our neighborhood has more
fresh food. We’re able to have more

Join Second Harvest Online To:
Donate Food ¢ Donate Funds ¢ Volunteer

www.2-harvest.org

(509) 534-6678 » 1234 E. Front Ave., Spokane, WA 99202

their faith communities.

In “Proposals for the Future,”
participants recommended that:

« the focus continue to be on
relationships and conversations,

* the process continue based on
“committed participation” rather
than forming a “membership or-
ganization,”

« the circle of participation be
broadened with attention to un-
derrepresented groups—women,
youth, indigenous peoples and the
physically challenged,

* the forum process also be
pursued at regional national and
local levels,

+ a small secretariat staffed with
a half-time person ensure follow-
up with funding from participat-
ing bodies.

Yrariey Heor Fru

Wed., March 12

7:15 to 8:30 a.m.
Cataldo Hall
Gonzaga University

The Fig Tree’s
Deepening
Our Roots
Breakfast:

‘Stories Bear
Fruit:
Sustenance for
the Journey’

HOST A TABLE

ATTEND ® DONATE
To help, host or RSVP -
Call
323-4037 or 535-1813
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Dean of cathedral shares hopeful signs in path toward peace

Continued from page 1
has served Episcopal churches in
Coos Bay and Reedsport, Ore.,
followed by eight years in Forest
Grove and 10 years in Bend. He
came to the cathedral in Septem-
ber 2006.

Through the eyes of history,
Scripture and human nature, his
sermons call worshipers to live in
and reflect on today’s realities.

“We are our brothers’ and sis-
ters’ keepers, invited to share our
lives in ministries of outreach like
Habitat for Humanity, provid-
ing a way for people to enter the
economy,” he said, sharing that
outreach from the cathedral is
both individual and institutional.

“Much of the Old Testament
is about economic justice that
people didn’t practice. Jubilee
was established so land would
revert periodically to the original
owners,” Bill said.

Then he shared reflections
from two recent sermons on over-
coming violence.

Bill’s commitment to non-
violence means he does not limit
preaching or teaching about peace
to the season of the birth of the
Prince of Peace. Itis a year-round
theme, because it permeates the
Scriptures.

On Veterans’ Day, for example,
he connected the messages of
three Scripture lessons—from
Job, II Thessalonians and Luke—
that speak of a future, in which
“all is fulfilled and redemption is
at last accomplished.”

Bill is concerned that the Amer-
ican approach to violence destroys
the values on which the nation
was built.

“We’re escalating the cycle of
violence. The stakes are higher
than 100 or 1,000 years ago. Hu-
mans need to realize that use of
violence to end violence does not
work,” he asserted.

“Once governments had a mo-
nopoly on violence and might
temporarily end violence but,
with new communication tools
and technology, no one has a mo-
nopoly on violence,” Bill said.

“People can form small, inter-
national cells, communicating
their ideological designs through
new technologies. Through other
new technologies, they can invent
more sophisticated means of kill-
ing than disgruntled groups in
the past.

“We can’t use violence to end
violence,” he said.

For him, the naive people are
those who say violence will end
violence.

Bill calls people to use their
capacity to forgive, reconcile and
fit in.

“We have to, or the world will
not survive,” he said. “We will

A nonpr'ofi'l'.
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AND DIGNITY worldwide
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HANDICRAFTS
FROM ARTISANS
AROUND THE WORLD

Monday-Saturday 10:30 - 5:3

create global, cataclysmic de-
struction from which it will take
centuries to recover.”

Bill finds hope in unexpected
places, such as the way leaders
today justify violence.

“We can no longer justify vio-
lence simply for glory or imperial
expansion,” he said, noting that
the President recently appealed to
empathy for victims to continue to
“sell” U.S. violence, saying, “We
have to liberate victims of an op-
pressive regime.”

“The Jewish-Christian tradition
of empathy is about our common
humanity and God’s requirement
that we not victimize other peo-
ple,” Bill said. “The President’s
justification for the invasion
demonstrates that this tradition
of empathy for victims has seeped
deeply into our consciousness
even without our realizing it.”

He also sees hope in the in-
creasing numbers of people “sick
about what we have done in Iraq
and believing little has been ac-
complished.”

Having been to Nicaragua three
times—2004, 2005 and 2006—he
saw the destruction U.S. involve-
ment in the 1980s Contra war
caused. Today, much destruction
remains. The economy has not
recovered. Ofthe population of 5
million, 50,000 or 1 percent were
killed. He saw injured people,
amputees everywhere.

“The war accomplished noth-
ing. Daniel Ortega was president
then with a moderately socialist
government, and he is president
now with a moderately socialist
government,” Bill said.

Similarly, he said the Vietnam
War accomplished nothing: “In
1955, Vietnam could have been
reunited under a moderately
communist regime, as it has now.
What is true of our relationship
with Vietnam today could have
been true without the war.”

Those who believe in violence
are the naive ones, he repeated.

“Yes, the extremism of terror-
ists is dangerous. We need to say
‘no’ to it, but we do not say ‘no’to
it by becoming like the terrorists.
That shows agreement with their
tactics, implying killing and hat-
ing accomplish something.”

Bill pointed out that recent ene-
mies once received U.S. arms and
training: Osama bin Laden to fight
the Soviet Union in Afghanistan
and Saddam Hussein to fight Iran,
which was once a conduit for the
illegal transfer of U.S. weapons to
Contras in Nicaragua.

Another hopeful sign, Bill
said, is the extent people oppose
violence.

He sees an evolution in think-
ing, like the story of the 100th

Action
Recycling

911 E. Marietta

TOP PRICES
HONEST WEIGHT

aluminum
brass
copper
stainless
newspapers

483-4094

monkey—the number that would
tip the tide of thinking in the
world to change the world from
dependence on violence.

The destruction nuclear weap-
ons can cause is so horrible that
people realize motives don’t
matter.

“Whether humanity has a future
and what that future is are the
prevailing questions,” Bill said.
“Albert Einstein said he did not
know the technology the third
world war would use, but knew
the weapons of the fourth world
war would be sticks and rocks.

“When pragmatists win, vio-
lence declines,” he said.

Bill experiences hope when
people change their thinking,
slowly developing understand-
ing and new ways of looking at
divisive issues.

For example, since the election
of Gene Robinson, a partnered gay
man, as bishop of New Hampshire
in 2003, there has been a dialogue
in the national Episcopal Church
about participation of gays and
lesbians.

While there has been some
attrition from it, most people are
conversing, wrestling with it, have
come to terms with it and are sup-
portive, said Bill.

“I believe we need the full
participation of all people in the
life of the church,” he said. “Any
organization may do or be things
we do not like. We can critique
what disturbs us about our church
or country without loving our
church or country less.

“I engage people to be com-
mitted to the church, despite its
mistakes and its fallibility,” he
said. “We need to be faithful
to each other, correct what is
wrong and allow ourselves to be
changed. Too often we think unity
means uniformity. Organizations
are weaker if all members think
alike.”

The story of Jesus is about his
choice to suffer and die rather
than cause suffering or death,
Bill said.

“If in the collective experience

\
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of humanity we can become trans-
formed by forgiveness, which has
been there from the foundation
of the world, then indeed our
children and their children may
just see that day when the swords
are beaten into plowshares and
the spears into pruning hooks,”
he said.

For the psychic and spiritual
situation today, Bill said the Scrip-
tures call for endurance as the
way for people to gain and retain
their souls.

“Gaining your soul is about
staying true to the God of love,
justice and mercy in the midst
of a world in which those values
seem increasingly expendable,”
Bill said.

That means being “profoundly
counter-cultural” by “refusing
to demonize or hate those who
demonize or hate you,” he ex-
plained. “To gain our souls is to
resist the temptation to become
like those we oppose.”

He quoted Martin Luther King,

Jr., on nonviolent direct action:
“We shall match your capacity
to inflict suffering by our capac-
ity to endure suffering. We will
meet your physical force with soul
force. Do to us what you will, and
we will still love you.”

Bill challenges people to endur-
ance in love, in compassion and in
the quest for justice for all, “not
just for our own sake, but for the
sake of the world.”

For information, call 838-4277
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Homeless children in after-school and summer programs create art

Continued from page 1
fairy tales with nonviolent end-
ings.

For the service-learning stu-
dents from Gonzaga University,
it’s an opportunity to translate
theory they learn in the classroom
into practice.

Courses prepare them to un-
derstand that when a child has a
meltdown over something, like
someone taking his or her marker,
it may be about more than the
missing marker. It may be about
something that happened at home
the night before. So the Gonzaga
students debrief after a class.

“We need to meet a child with
openness, rather than reacting to a
child’s misbehavior,” she said.

“We have a passion for pro-
grams that uplift children,” Jerri
said. “Everyone benefits when we
improve the lives of children.”

Speaking recently at the United
Nations Association-Spokane, she
summarized the UN Declaration
of the Rights of the Child, which
has not yet been ratified by the
United States. Rights include
protection from discrimination;
developing in a healthy, normal
manner—physically, mentally,
morally, spiritually and socially;
adequate nutrition, housing, rec-
reation and medical services; a
harmonious family with affec-
tion and material security; an
education; opportunity for play
and recreation; protection against
neglect, cruelty, exploitation and
trafficking, and protection from
being forced to work.

“We like to think in the United
States that all children have those
rights, but many children we work
with do not have those rights,”
Jerri said.

She and Deborah find that
children are resilient and can
overcome ‘“‘significant obstacles
if sufficient protective factors are
in place.”

Those protective factors alter
or reverse potential negative out-
comes to life stressors.

Heart to Heart Art began as
Heart to Art after Father Robert
Spitzer, Gonzaga president, sent
Deborah and Jerri to a Dialogue
for Democracy Conference and
challenged them to develop a
program that connects the uni-
versity to the community to meet
the needs of youth. As president
of the YWCA board, Deborah is
aware of needs of children in the
community.

The YWCA now offers after-
school and summer programs as
an add-on to the existing after-

-
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Jerri Shepherd displays children’s art on her office wall.

school and summer programs
for homeless youth. The YWCA
found that children did best if they
stayed in their regular school and
were brought by bus to the after-
school program.

At first the program had few
art resources for the summer
program, but Jerri and Deborah
provided supplies they already
had on hand and have volunteered
their time to this program.

“Art is a good place to start
working with at-risk youth. It’s
our first language,” she said. “We
think in images and symbols first.
Some ways to teach art, however,
discourage artistic skills.

“The after-school program pro-
vides an anchor and consistency
in the lives of homeless children,”
Jerri said, noting that it fits in
with the resilience theory about
increasing protective factors by
looking at what is going right for
children rather than what is wrong
and what needs to be “fixed.”

Factors key to resilience are
positive relationships, meaning-
ful learning activities and high
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expectations.

Often homeless parents are busy
making ends meet, scrambling to
put one foot in front of the other,
so teachers and volunteers can de-

velop healthful relationships that
supplement family support.

“Some children have horrible
stories. Healing for them does
not come from talking about their
trauma in isolation, but from be-
ing in a structured community
that enables them to have healthy
relationships and develop a sense
of accomplishment by creating
something beautiful,” Jerri said.

“The arts provide a stable place
in life. We don’t analyze anyone’s
work. Although art therapy can
help heal children, this is not a
therapeutic program, but can have
therapeutic results,” she said.

In August, Jerri, Deborah, Mon-
ica and Sima Thorpe, director of
the Center for Community Action
at Gonzaga, presented the Heart
to Heart Art program at the First
International Teacher Education
Conference on Service Learning
in Brussels.

Then they joined Monica at the
World Congress of the YWCA
in Nairobi for three days. Near
there, they visited the Kibera slum
and went through the process
of teaching art at St. Aloysius
Gonzaga Secondary School for
students who have lost one or two

parents to AIDS. Their curricu-
lum does not include arts.

Next summer, Jerri and Deborah
hope to return with an art curricu-
lum for their summer program.

“When we think of U.S. chil-
dren at risk, we have no idea of
the conditions in which so many
children live. Few have the rights
and privileges of even the most de-
prived U.S. children,” Jerri said.

She and Deborah are developing
an arts curriculum to include in an
existing after-school program or
as an intensive summer program
to meet needs of students in this
community or globally.

For information, call 323-3471
or 323-3663.
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Spokane Alliance listens to 1,000 stories of pressures people face

The Spokane Alliance member
institutions are in the process of
engaging in 1,000 conversations
to build relational power among
people in member institutions by
eliciting pressures people face.

“Building relationships in the
long haul is about more than
complaining about problems and
seeking solutions. It’s about hold-
ing ourselves accountable to each
other so we can hold our decision
makers accountable,” said Lanney
Martin of St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church.

For example, the Spokane Tran-
sit Authority had committed to the
Spokane Alliance a few years ago
to hold meetings in the evening so
working people who use the STA
could attend. As time went on,
they considered shifting back to
daytime meetings, until the alli-
ance came to their board meeting
and reminded them to keep their
commitment, he said.

“Every organization may lose
members and leaders, so relational
power helps us persist and remem-
ber,” said the Rev. Andy Cas-
troLang, pastor of Westminster
Congregational United Church
of Christ, who shared the emcee
role with Lanney. “Relational
power stands for the whole in a
rich mix of our institutions in the
community.”

Atthe Fall Assembly in October
at the Spokane Convention Cen-
ter, more than 500 participants
heard stories from the first 200
of the 1,000 conversations being
held by the Spokane Alliance, an
organization of faith, labor, educa-
tion and nonprofit organizations
working together for the common
good and to strengthen leadership
in their organizations.

Thirteen of the 29 member
institutions are churches.

“Our power begins in one-to-
one conversations, awakening
our energy to change more,” said
Andy. “Shared stories link lives
SO we can go into action.”

Dee Lorenz, also of St. Mark’s
Lutheran, described the 1,000
conversations, which began in
June as a way to look at pres-
sures on families involved in the
member institutions. She invited
several participants to share their
own experiences that illustrate the
issues of common concern.

« Julie Rector of the Unitarian
Universalist Church told how she
struggles running a small business
downtown with three part-time
employees, unable to afford to
provide them with health insur-
ance.

* Carl Fischer of Salem Con-
gregation talked of the expense
of finding a house for a family of
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Francesca DePaolo of St. Aloysius Catholic Church and the
Spokane Education Association (SEA) and Brenda Milla-Mai
also of the SEA conversed at the Spokane Alliance Assembly.

five, who have been living in a
two-bedroom apartment in West
Central Spokane.

* Christine Halbert of West-
minster Congregational UCC is
concerned that preschool teachers
do not make a living wage, but
still make sacrifices so they can
have the resources they need to
teach children. Many are over-
tired. She asked: “How can we
provide quality child care when
staff earns so little and many move
on to higher paying jobs?’

* Gary Dyer of Central United
Methodist said his son started
college this year. The cost of his
education will be $17,000 a year.
For a middle-class family, a stu-
dent who has no scholarships will
leave undergraduate studies with
a $40,000 debt. Gary wonders if
he should borrow from his home
equity. If his son goes to gradu-
ate school, the cost per year is
about $30,000. His second son
will be ready to go to college
in two years. Many parents are
pushed into staggering debt to
assure higher education for their
children.

» Jeremey Hohnstein of the
Sheet Metal Workers #66 was
grateful for the sustainable job op-
portunities offered by the union.
After eight years in the Marines
and then entering the Army Na-
tional Guard, the only experience
he had was military. Out of the
military, he bounced from job to
dead-end job. Through the Sheet
Metal Union, he has found a ca-
reer and benefits, not just a job.

* Lisa Brown, State Senate ma-
jority leader from the 3rd district,
then shared pressures she faces
in her role.

“What you are doing strength-
ens our form of government,” she
said. “I have been in the legisla-
ture for 15 years, and the biggest
pressure is balancing my family
responsibilities as a single parent
with my job, because my family is
dispersed around the nation.”

When she started and her son
was a year old, she had him in
child care, but now he stays in
Spokane with his father when the
legislature is in session.

“I hear similar stories about
balancing work and home across
the state as I work on policy is-
sues,” she said.

Lanney then pointed out that
the role of the Spokane Alliance
is to weave together common
interests.

Several speakers then shared
examples of “relational power in
action” through SustainableWorks
and WellnessWorks projects.

Jerry White of the Unitarian
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Universalist Church said that Sus-
tainableWorks overcomes inertia
that blocks change by organizing
and training workers, and by pro-
viding incentives. Working with
Avista, SustainableWorks trains
people to do energy audits and to
do energy retrofits.

SustainableWorks expands job
opportunities along with provid-
ing a sustainable environment
through “green” building.

The Spokane Alliance worked
with a member of St. Augustine’s
Catholic Church who has had a
floor covering business for 30
years, to improve the energy ef-
ficiency of her small business so
she can save expenses and pay
more to her workers. They helped
her find a loan to make the retrofit
possible.

WellnessWorks addresses
health care and drug costs, said
Ron Dashiell of Covenant United
Methodist Church.

Empire Health, which recently
sold operations of several local
hospitals and health care facilities
to Community Health, had made
a commitment to the Spokane
Alliance to provide preventative
health screenings.

It had provided more than 200
screenings at three churches.

Those screened were waiting
for Empire to do six-month re-
screenings.

Gary Cooper of St. Aloysius
Catholic Church said five more
institutions were promised the
chance for screenings and six-
month re-screenings after that.

The alliance wrote and deliv-
ered more than 300 postcards to
indicate the broad base of com-
munity support for fulfilling their
commitment.

Progress is also underway to
develop the Sound Alliance in
several Puget Sound counties.

The plan is for the two groups
to collaborate on a statewide basis
to bring proposals and challenges
to state entities, the governor and
the legislature.

The Sound Alliance will hold
its Founding Assembly on June
1, with the goal of bringing a
groundswell of concern about is-
sues to the 2009 state legislature.

Austin de Paolo of St. Aloysius
Catholic Church explained that
the goal is to gain state-wide
power to build new relational
power with the state legislature,
with alliance members in 50
percent of the state’s legislative
districts.

“The 1,000 conversations tap
into the interests of members,
from a need for a traffic light to
state-wide issues,” said Austin.

Lisa said she was interested in
hearing about the pressures and
was committed to being at and
inviting the Governor to join her
at the Founding Assembly for the
Sound Alliance. Curtis Fackler,
chair of the Spokane County Re-
publican Party also agreed to meet
with Spokane Alliance leaders and
foster participation in the call for
state policies that foster the com-
mon good.

For information, call 532-1688.
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The number of hungry people

Cyndi Cook would be glad if
her job wasn’t needed. It would
mean there was no hunger.

Cyndi, who is special events
manager for Second Harvest of
the Inland Northwest, spoke at the
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Nov. 22 at the Cathedral of St.
John, co-sponsored by the Inter-
faith Council, sharing results of
the agency’s 2007 client survey.

To help people picture the
48,000 people who came to food
banks from the Cascades to North
Idaho last week, she suggested
thinking of Bloomsday, which
drew about 48,000 walkers and
runners to Spokane last May.

“The people who come are like
you and me, seniors, children,
working mothers, stay-at-home
fathers and seniors,” she said.

Some come to food banks for
food, so they can buy a tank of gas
or because food stamps ran out
before the end of the month when
they would receive more, said
Cyndi, who worked at St. Vincent
de Paul’s food bank before com-
ing to Second Harvest.

Even though the hungry tend to
be hidden, she said, the caring be-
came visible before Thanksgiving
when people helped provide 8,000
bags with turkeys and Thanksgiv-
ing meal fixings for four people—
enough for 32,000 people.

Reviewing the issues reported
in the 2007 survey of 700 Second
Harvest clients at the 21 emer-
gency food outlets in Spokane
County, Jason Clark, executive
director, said their stories “give
meaning to our work.”

Rising energy and gas prices
make it a challenge to provide
hunger relief services in the re-
gion, but many statistics are simi-
lar to previous years, with almost
half of those receiving assistance
being children, he said.

“Each time we talk with a hun-
gry person helps us rediscover
the purpose of our charity, why
we need the food safety program
and why refrigerated trucks mat-
ter,” he said.

All help feed hungry people.

The shift in grocery stores from
rows of canned goods to selling
more cold, refrigerated food has
changed the supply of donated
food, has required Second Harvest
to expand its cold storage with
trucks and massive coolers and
freezers to handle donated food
at the proper temperature with

the proper transportation to assure
food safety.

“Fresh cucumbers from a local
garden can make as much differ-
ence as a truckload of potatoes
from a Central Washington farm
in helping the sons and daughters,
moms and dads, grandmas and
grandpas who need help,” he said.
“No matter where the food comes
from, we need to be ready to move
it where it’s most needed.”

Second Harvest connects com-
munity resources to feed people
through empowerment, education
and partnerships. Last year it
distributed 3.7 million pounds of
food to its Spokane County food
outlets, which serve 15,000 each
month.

It provides 3 million pounds of
food to 130 other charities in Spo-
kane and 13.3 million pounds to
more than 300 neighborhood food
banks and meal centers that feed
48,000 people each week through-
out the Inland Northwest.

The survey found that 65 per-
cent of parents go without food
so their children can eat, and
45 percent said it happens daily
or weekly. About 60 percent of
adults without children skip meals
when they run low on food, and
for more than half of them it hap-
pens daily or weekly.
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About 90 percent of households
were able to pick up food from
their neighborhood food bank
within 24 hours of their need and
nearly 64 percent said the food
lasted a week or more.

About 65 percent of households
surveyed receive food stamps.

Of the clients, 11 percent are
seniors 55 or older.

More than 55 percent of client
households have children and
a quarter are headed by single
parents—83 percent of these by
single mothers.

Three fourths of client house-
holds earn income below the fed-
eral poverty level and 94 percent,
less than half Spokane County’s
median family income. More than
40 percent have at least one mem-
ber working full or part time and
one-third of adults cannot work
because of a disability.
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uals Bloomsday numbers

About 21 percent receive fi-
nancial assistance for housing, 34
percent of adults and 12 percent
of children have no health insur-
ance, and 48 percent have unpaid
medical or health bills.

The Spokane County emer-
gency food bank network includes
Airway Heights Baptist Church,
American Indian Center, Better
Living Center, Caritas, City Gate,
East SNAP, Northeast Pantry, Our
Place, the Salvation Army, St.
Vincent de Paul, Spokane Valley
Partners and the Cheney, Deer
Park, Mead, Medical Lake, North
County, Northwest Ecumenical,
Otis Orchards, Southside, Spangle
and Westminster Presbyterian
food banks.

For information, call 534-6678.

Happy Holidays!
For all your holiday
flower needs
CALL TO PLACE ORDER

326-4511

2218 N. Monroe
www.gildlily.com

Come to the Water

Saturday Reflections

Advent, Mary and Silence - with Taizé prayer
December 8, 2007 -- Shonna Bartlett

How do we dialogue with other faiths?
January 26, 2008 -- Dr. John Sheveland, Gonzaga University

The Ministrg Institute

at Mater Dei

405 E. Sinto

Cost: $20

Contact: Shonna Bartlett, 509-323-6012, bartletts@gonzaga.edu

Spiritual depth and effective ministry,
Shaping leaders, transforming lives.

Certificates Offered:

Graduate Degrees Offered:
Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies (MAPS)
Master of Arts in Transforming Spirituality (MATS)
Master of Arts in Pastoral Counseling (MAPC)
Master of Divinity (MDiv)
Master of Divinity/Post-Master’s Certificate (MDiv/PMC)

Spirituality and Health, Pastoral Administration,
Pastoral Counseling, Pastoral Theology,
Transforming Spirituality,

Certificate of Pastoral Leadership

@ SEATTLE

UNIVERSITY

www.seattleu.edu/theomin

Where education means morne.
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Rwandan refugees reunite, committed to help others in Spokane

By Deidre Jacobson

Feeling blessed to have edu-
cations, to have survived the
genocide in Rwanda in 1994 and
to be reunited with family since
August, Evariste and Christine
Mulindangwe dedicate their lives
to helping others.

Evariste, an engineer, works
for the City of Spokane with the
Water District. Christine, a nurse,
is employed at Alderwood Manor
and has a licensed Adult Family
Home.

“We try to give back now,” said
Evariste, who volunteers with
World Relief. “We are helping
42 refugees from Burundi by
providing translation and rides,
help with shopping or anything
we can. We feel we have a debt
and so we want to serve people in
need. They seem to find comfort
in our support. They face so many
challenges.”

They can assist with cultural ad-
justment and translation, because
Burundi, which is next to Rwanda,
has Hutus and Tutsis and has also
experienced civil war.

Less than two years after they
came to Spokane in August 2000
as refugees, Evariste and Chris-
tine helped form and coordinate
activities, assistance and social
gatherings for the Africa Support
Group, to welcome Africans who
are in the area as students, faculty,
immigrants and refugees.

When they first came to Spo-
kane, they thought that Christine’s
three younger sisters had died in
the chaos and slaughter after the
genocide in a refugee camp in
the Congo.

In 2002, they learned from
Voice of America that her fam-
ily members, Julienne and Mari-
anne—who are twins—and Cath-
erine, were still alive.

In April 1994, the long smolder-
ing struggle for power between
Hutu and Tutsi extremists, ethnic
groups within Rwanda, escalated
into chaos and violence.

Evariste, Christine and their
two children were forced to flee.
Christine and her four younger
sisters came together at a refugee
camp in the Congo. Evariste
helped another family escape.

“Christine and her sisters were
at great risk,” explained Evariste,
“because their mother was Tutsi
and their father Hutu.”

Evariste and Christine gave
some background on the conflict
and told of their experiences
during the genocide and as refu-
gees.

“The Hutu, the majority of the
population, and the Tutsi, the mi-
nority and holders of power, had
been in conflict since 1953 when
the Hutu gained power by elec-

+ National Network

+ National Portability

+100% Service Guarantee

+ 24-Hour Compassion Help-Line

Kalili, Evelyne, Evariste, David, Christine and Josiane Mulindangwe, and Marianne Mukamana.

tion,” he said. “The Tutsi leader-
ship fled but continued to attack
from neighboring countries.

“The attacks stopped in 1963
with a period of relative peace,”
Evariste continued, “but the fight-
ing wasn’tover. The rebels orga-
nized the Rwandan Patriotic Front
(RFP) and invaded from the north
from Uganda in 1990.”

In 1993, a peace agreement was
signed, setting up power sharing
between the Hutu government
and the RFP.

“In spite of the agreement, the
RFP were arming themselves
within the capital. The country
was in a state of fear,” said Eva-
riste, “because trucks filled with
guns were entering the country
from the North, at the bidding of
the RFP to a protected ‘safe zone,’
within the capital, a provision of
the peace agreement.

“In response, Hutu extremists
were gathering weapons. Even
ordinary citizens were arming
themselves, afraid that the RFP
would attack.

“When Hutu president, Juvenal
Habyarimana’s plane was shot
down on his return to Rwanda
from the signing of a peace agree-
ment, the violence began.”

Extremist Hutu began killing
Tutsi and moderate Hutu. In
about 100 days of genocide, about
937,000 people died, according
to Reuters.

Christine, her two children and
her four sisters fled to a refugee
camp in northern Congo.

“So many were injured, people
were sick and dying, bodies
stacked in the streets, to be picked
up by garbage trucks,” she said.
“Because I was a nurse, I tried
to help people. We stayed with
friends until international re-
lief organizations began to hire
nurses.”

Christine and Evariste were sep-
arated the day they fled. Learning

Peace * Trust

he was alive and searching for
them, Christine, her children and
her sister, Jeanne, joined him in
southeastern Congo, which was
safer.

“I was afraid for my sisters in
the northern refugee camp be-
cause the RFP followed people
to the camps, searching for mi-
litia, but killing citizens,” said
Christine.

Hearing there was work in
Zambia, Evariste moved there.
Christine, Jeanne and the children
followed, but didn’t have enough
money to bring Catherine, who
was then eight, or the nine-year-
old twins. They hoped to find a
home and bring them to Zambia.

Before the Mulindangwes could
make arrangements, the northern
camp was attacked and everyone
fled to the jungle.

The sisters were separated,
staying with different groups of
refugees. They walked for days.

“People were sick and dying of
malaria. It was terrifying,” said
Marianne.

In Zambia, Christine worked at
a Catholic mission hospital and
became certified as a registered
nurse. She was offered a job with
the Ministry of Health. There she
met Maxine Keogh, a lay mission-
ary from Spokane.

Maxine helped the family ap-
ply for resettlement in the United
States. The process began in 1997
and in 2000 they were resettled
in Spokane, moving into a home
owned by Maxine’s daughter.

After they heard the sisters were
alive, they learned Marianne had
been captured and forced to go
back to Rwanda and work on a
farm.

She had injured her leg fleeing.
When it became infected, she
had surgery in Rwanda and was
sent to a camp in Kenya for more
surgery. Christine sent money for
the operation.

Respect

Providing quality funeral, cemetery & cremation services
with care, compassion and dignity

Funeral Homes

Ball & Dodd Funeral Homes
West 5100 Wellesley, Spokane
Hazen & Jaeger Funeral Homes

1306 North Monroe St., Spokane
Hazen & Jaeger Funeral Homes

1306 North Pines Rd., Spokane
Thornhill Valley Chapel

1400 South Pines Rd., Spokane

509 328-5620
509 327-6666
509 924-9700
509 924-2211

Pre-arrangement Plans Available
www.dignitymemorial.com  www.BestHalf.com
www.spokanefuneralhomes.com

Julienne and Catherine were to-
gether, first in a camp in Tanzania
and then in Kenya.

In Kenya, the three sisters were
united and found help through
Mapendo International, a relief
organization with a mission to
identify and help individuals and
communities in extreme danger,
especially widows, orphans, rape
victims, torture survivors and
genocide targets.

Mapendo provided Julienne,
Marianne and Catherine food,
medical care and schooling. They
were instrumental in locating
Christine and Evariste and began
the process of bringing the girls
to the United States.

The sisters arrived in Spokane
in July and August 2007.

Marianne is staying with Eva-
riste and Christine, who are in St.
Patrick’s Catholic parish.

Julienne and Catherine are in
New Hampshire with their sister,
Jeanne. All three are attending
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Thurs

school and learning English to
earn a GED and attend college.

“We have kept the faith, through
itall,” said Christine. “If anything,
it has made our faith stronger. We
don’t understand why we survived
when so many have died.

“We still suffer with nightmares
and feelings of fear, even when
we know we are safe,” she said,
“but it is not our way to talk about
what happened.

“So many survivors of the
genocide have physical health
problems, especially headaches.
You never get over it, you never
forget,” she said.

“Marianne was found amidst a
pile of dead bodies in a church.
She doesn’t speak of it. She will
tell us things that happened, but
wouldn’t open up to others. It is
the way we were raised.”

“We are grateful to have the
girls with us,” said Evariste.
“There are still people living in
the jungle, hiding, because they
are afraid to be found.”

“Even though there is relative
peace in Rwanda, people live in
fear. They are still afraid of their
neighbors, and anyone can be ac-
cused of participating in the geno-
cide and be arrested,” he said.

For information, call 484-9829.

The Book Parlor)

1414 W. Broadway
328-6527
Great books at great prices!
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at
etswest.com
4 or
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The Bing Crosby Theatre - 901 W. Sprague

Whitworth University

announces the

JOHN KNOX SCHOLARSHIP
Graduate Study

The John Knox Scholarship is for teachers and
other employees of Christian schools, Christian
churches, and Christian nonprofit organizations.

The scholarship is equal to 25 percent of regular
graduate-course tuition and can be applied to all
Graduate Studies in Education degrees and certi-
fication programs, including Community Agency
Counseling and General Administration.

For more information, contact
Vernice Hunnicutt, Assistant Director
Graduate Studies in Education * Whitworth University
Email:vhunnicutt@whitworth.edu

Phone: 509.777.4398
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Multifaith AIDS CareTeam training resumes outreach in region

Catholic Charities and the Spokane
AIDS Network (SAN) are sponsoring
volunteer training for Spokane Multi-
faith AIDS CareTeams from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:45 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 12, at St.
John Vianney Catholic Church, 503 N.
Walnut, Spokane Valley.

The program is for persons interested
in becoming volunteers as members of
faith-based AIDS CareTeams to express
compassion and values through practi-
cal, emotional and spiritual support for
an individual or a family living with
HIV/AIDS.

Teams of seven to 15 persons meet
monthly to plan their service to their care
partner(s) living with HIV/AIDS and to
do things friends might do.

The session is for members of all faith
traditions or no congregational affilia-
tion and people living with HIV/AIDS.

The Spokane Multifaith AIDS
CareTeams began in the Catholic com-
munity in response to families who
had lost a family member to AIDS,
said Scott Cooper, director of Parish
Social Services for Catholic Charities
in Spokane.

“In the mid 1990s, they experienced

ostracism from their church communi-
ties,” he said. “In one case, a son who
died of AIDS was refused a Catholic
burial. That spurred the development
of the program.”

At first, the goal was to offer a pastoral
response to families, not those who were
HIV positive,” Scott said. “We met with
pastors in healing ministries and did out-
reach to hospitals, medical professionals
and individuals whose family members
had died or were HIV positive.”

Those meetings developed into a min-
istry for those who were living with HIV
and AIDS, because there was a shift in
church culture that decreased ostracism
of families.

“The real need was to address the
isolation of those with HIV and AIDS,”
he said.

When the father, mother and two
children in one family were infected
and eventually all died, the community
helped change stereotypes about people
who have HIV. It gave the community
permission to talk about HIV.

In 1999, Trudy James, who started Be-
ginning AIDS Spirituality and Multifaith
Works in Seattle, led the first training in

Spokane. Her organization is on the web
at multifaith.org.

She will lead the training in January
in Spokane along with local speak-
ers on such issues as living with HIV;
causes, prevention and control with
bio-medicine; psycho-social issues; iso-
lation, and the policies and procedures
for CareTeams.

Currently, there is one active care
team with about four members, formed
five years ago along with three other
teams.

They meet as a team to support each
other as a faith sharing community.

When a team’s partner dies, they
sometimes disband. Other teams ended
when people moved.

The teams were formed when, because
of the dynamic of the disease, they were
with a partner through hospice care.

Now it has more of a volunteer chore
services look as more people live longer
with AIDS. The teams provide trans-
portation to the doctor and have social
interaction, such as over dinner, “doing
things friends might do,” Scott said.

“The process is intentionally interfaith
in its genesis and process,” he explained.

“We invite people of different faiths to
serve on each care team, so there are not
all Catholic, all Protestant, all Jewish or
all Islam teams.

“Often the care partner has not had a
positive experience with organized reli-
gion,” he continued, “so we expose them
to people of different faith communities,
working together and praying together.
They pray with the care partner only if
that person asks.

“There is no verbal proselytizing.
There is compassionate response to peo-
ple, which is at the core of all faiths.”

When some lost their partners, some-
times two in a row, some teams experi-
enced burnout.

Other trainings have been held every
other year as teams waxed and waned,
Scott said.

The care team left also lost contact
with the SAN and the Regional Health
District to request referrals of people
with AIDS.

Scott met with the SAN in the spring
and decided to revive the program,
because SAN has six people they felt
would benefit from the program.

For information, call 358-4273.

NCC head says trusting relationships are needed to deal with conflicts

New York - The Rev. Michael
Kinnamon, a Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) pastor, long-
time educator and ecumenical
leader, was installed Thursday,
Nov. 8, as the ninth General Sec-
retary of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the USA.

Michael was elected at the
recent NCC General Assembly
meeting in Woodbridge, N.J.

Also installed at St. Vartan
Armenian Cathedral in New York
was the newly elected NCC presi-
dent, Archbishop Vicken Aykazian
of the Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America (Eastern), and
other NCC officers.

Michael succeeds the Rev. Bob
Edgar who resigned August 31
to become president of Common
Cause. The new general secretary
will begin after Jan. 1, 2008.

Addressing the assembly before
his election, he said the church of
Jesus Christ is “already one.”

“Unity is not synonymous with
agreement,” he explained. “We
understand we have deep disagree-
ments and try to address them.
This is a consequence of being in
Christ. We can fight like cats and
dogs, and sit at the same table.”

He challenged people to look

Located on 52 acres
of wildlife — with lake access

on Liberty Lake

Come and enjoy a retreat
or camping with your
family and friends.
Church & youth groups welcome.
For a brochure or info, call
255-6122
or email
nicomcclellan@hotmail.com

RETREATS ® CAMPS ® SEMINARS
HoLipAY PARTIES ® FAMILY CAMPING
REUNIONS AND MORE!

CLASS SPACE AVAILABLE FOR YOGA
AND STUDY GROUPS.

for the Spirit when they gather
and to trust the Spirit has claimed
the others.

“Getting to know one another
builds that trust is how we deal
with ongoing conflicts, not as a
political caucus, but as sisters and
brothers,” Michael said, stressing
that a council of churches isn’t
just an agency in New York or
Washington. “It’s a community of
the churches themselves.”

The day after the two NCC lead-
ers were installed, they met with
representatives of churches, the
United Nations and human rights
organizations at the Interchurch
Center in New York City, on an
alliance to abolish genocide.

Michael pledged his com-
mitment to make this a “living
concern.” Participants heard that
as religions shape their identities
they may become a source of con-
flicts, particularly when perverted
into a political identity.

Within two weeks after his in-
stallation, Michael and other NCC

leaders wrote to President Bush,
reaffirming long-standing support
of “goals and principles central
to a lasting peace in the Middle
East: an end to the occupation,
a two-state solution, a renuncia-
tion of violence, an affirmation
of rights and security concerns of
both Israelis and Palestinians, and
a shared Jerusalem that can one
day be a symbol of the peace that
is central to the faith of Christians,
Jews and Muslims.”

They prayed for the success of
the peace conference.

From 1999 to 2002, Michael
was general secretary of the Con-
sultation on Church Union, which
became Churches Uniting in
Christ. He was executive secretary
of the World Council of Churches’
(WCC) Commission on Faith and
Order from 1980 to 1983. He has
taught mission, peace and ecu-
menical studies at Eden Theologi-
cal Seminary since 2000 and at
Lexington Theological Seminary,
Christian Theological Seminary in

A HCome for the FColidays

You can help build a home

for the Holidays this year

with your gift to Habitat for Humanity.

Your gift of time or treasure helps build

more than houses—

your generosity builds hope.

Habitat

for Humanity®

Spokane

www.habitat-spokane.org
509-534-2552

Indianapolis and the South Asian
Theological Institute in India. He
has been on the NCC’s governing
board and its Justice and Advo-
cacy Commission.

His degrees are from the Uni-
versity of Chicago Divinity School
in 1980 and Brown University in
1971. Ordained in 1976, Michael
has written several books on the
ecumenical movement.

The NCC’s new president,

Archbishop Aykazian is the third
Orthodox NCC president. Born in
1951 in Turkey, he studied theol-
ogy at the Armenian Patriarchate
in Jerusalem and was ordained in
1971. He served on the World
Council of Churches’ Mission
and Evangelism Unit, the Ortho-
dox Task Force and the Central
Committee.

For information,
212-870-2228.
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Volunteers exhibit generosity as they assist home-bound seniors, disabled

hen a new volunteer
who was doing light
housework for a

Volunteers Chore Services low-
income senior asked for another
client, Judy Marte, program
manager, wondered if there was
a problem with the person or the
situation.

The problem was no problem.
The volunteer found that the
work was much easier than she
expected, so she was asking to
be assigned to help an additional
client.

This summer, another volunteer
announced to Judy that he had just
mowed his 3,000th lawn.

A young, working mother
signed up recently, realizing she
could do some housework to help
someone else.

A new driver, who is in his late
60s, is able to drive even though
he has been disabled since birth.

“The people who sign up to help
are amazing,” Judy said.

Volunteer Chore Services
(VCS), a program of Catholic
Charities’ Senior Services, con-
nects volunteers with low-income
seniors and disabled adults, assist-
ing them so they can continue to
live independently in their own
homes.

This program helps neighbors
help neighbors by stepping in
to assist with housework, yard
work, rides to medical appoint-
ments or grocery shopping and
other chores.

Judy became program manager
six months ago. She has been
with the Senior Services program
for two years.

After earning an undergraduate
degree in natural resources conser-
vation in 1978 at the University of
Connecticut and a master’s degree
in wildlife management in 1981
at Louisiana State University, she
worked for a while with the Loui-
siana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries—work that included
helping catch alligators.

“I thought I wanted to work
outdoors with wildlife, but as 1
grew older, I realized I wanted to
work with people,” she said.

She moved with her former
husband to the Northwest—Idaho
Falls, Missoula, Mont., and Gene-
see, Idaho. Life changed when
she had two small children and
she chose to stay at home. The
moves and time she took out to
rear her children made it hard for
her to go back to work.

She moved to Spokane 11 years
ago, working part time and volun-
teering at schools and children’s
theatre. She worked in retail, but
eventually began looking for “a
real job” that would mean some-
thing, a career where she could

Judy Marte

make a difference.

She credits growing up in a
Methodist church as a child in
White Plains, N.Y., with helping
form her values and commitment
to give back to the community.
She also credits the example of
her mother, 80, and father, 78,
who in retirement do volunteer
chore work in Arizona.

“The goal of Volunteer Chore
Services is to help low-income
seniors and disabled people who
do not have family living in the
area to assist them,” Judy said.

“Volunteers become like substi-
tute family, providing transporta-
tion to medical appointments or
the grocery store, or helping in
the home with light housework,
yard work, minor home repairs
or building a wheel chair ramp,”
she said. “We also help people
move from one independent liv-
ing facility to another independent
living facility.”

She estimates volunteers pro-
vide 15 to 20 rides a day.

There is constant demand for
housework such as vacuuming,
cleaning the bathtub, mopping the
floor or doing laundry.

Most volunteers help the same
person twice a month.

From January to September
2007, a total of 1,025 volunteers
helped more than 1,300 clients in
Spokane County. Through offices
in Colville, Wilbur and Walla Wal-
la, in addition to Spokane, they
serve the 13 counties of Eastern
Washington, reaching out through
more than 1,600 volunteers to
help more than 2,000 clients.

The volunteer numbers include

individual, ongoing volunteers
and members of groups who help
at one or more events.

Volunteer Chore Services part-
ners with En Christo, a group at
Whitworth that sends students
to spend three hours Saturdays
visiting with residents of the
Delaney apartments. They help
with housework, bring food or
just spend time.

VCS works with other church,
school and business groups.

The greatest need is for more
people to join the approximately
150 active, regular individual
volunteers, especially to do light
housework.

“We have people needing light
housework on a waiting list,” said
Judy, whose work involves find-
ing creative ways to advertise for
volunteers in fliers and media.

“Tasks that are easy for able-
bodied people are difficult for
disabled and elderly people,” she
said. “It’s often little things we
take for granted.”

For example, one volunteer no-
ticed that her client was frail and
not eating. She had frozen meals
provided, but was unable to open
them to eat the food.

Many volunteers quietly and
consistently work, not wanting
recognition.

One man drives hundreds of
miles every month. Volunteer
Chore Services reimburses volun-
teers for their mileage. He refused
to be reimbursed, preferring to
donate both his time and the cost
of gas.

Another man drives residents of
the O’Malley, Fahy and Cathedral

Plaza housing complexes to the
grocery store every week. He
often picks up a carload and, if
more want to go, he comes back
and makes another trip.

Once a month, in conjunction
with Second Harvest of the Inland
Northwest, Volunteer Chore driv-
ers deliver food to home-bound
people through the Brown Bag
and the Commodities programs.

About 20 volunteers deliver
bags or boxes of food. Some
bags are delivered to houses and
some to apartment buildings that
house many home-bound people.
This helps people who do not
have the transportation to go to a
food bank.

More than 500 clients receive
food through this program each
month.

In the overall program, some
volunteers offer a little help once
a month, and some want to do
something every day,” Judy said.

“Most volunteers just say they
like to help people. It makes them
feel good,” she said. “One young
mother involves her children so
they will learn to care. One older
volunteer says he volunteers to
give back because he is thank-
ful for his continuing years of
health.”

Some Whitworth University,
Gonzaga University and Commu-
nity College students volunteer as
part of service learning for a class
or club, and others do it because
they just want to help.

“Most volunteers believe they
gain more than the clients do,”
she said.

“I see that both sides gain,”
Judy pointed out.

“Many clients are lonely and
isolated. They just enjoy having
someone come to their home to
converse with them. Whether

volunteers drive or do light house-
work, there’s always plenty of
talking going on.”

One client said it had been
three weeks since she had talked
to anyone. She told the volunteer
of her ex-husband and other con-
cerns. She apologized for talking
so much.

“I encourage volunteers to
talk and listen. Many clients tell
wonderful stories of their lives,”
she said.

VCS staff members do home
visits before sending a volunteer,
in order to see the person’s situ-
ation.

Volunteer Chore Services also
offers training, does background
checks, checks references, does an
orientation and provides ongoing
support.

“We want clients to know we
are sending persons they can
trust,” Judy said.

Sometimes Volunteer Chore
sends a group to clean apart-
ment units sponsored by Catholic
Charities. If a client’s yard is out
of control, they may also send a
group.

During the winter, some volun-
teers shovel snow. In the summer,
volunteers mow lawns. In the fall,
they rake leaves.

Volunteer Chore Services start-
ed in 1981 with funding from the
State of Washington, administered
through Catholic Charities.

For information, call 328-8400.
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6:30 - 9:30 p.m. * Thursday, Jan. 17
Clare Center - 4624 E. Jamieson Rd.

Most people try to build satisfying lives and want to make
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Services

In the Spirit of Christmas...
Thanks for helping make

¢ A child experiencing abuse and neglect
dreams of a safe, nurturing home.

* A woman affected by sexual assault finds

* A 10-year-old boy living amongst filth and drugs finds
safety in a loving foster home.

This holiday season, Lutheran Community Services thanks our many
supporters, clients and the community for helping to invest in the
dreams of people we serve in the Inland NW.

8) Community

210 W. Sprague
Spokane, WA 99201
509-747-8224

www.lcsnw.org
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SPOKANE VALLEY

You’ll Always Feel Right At
Home In Our Village

As your needs change, you remain in a familiar environment for
your comfort and assurance. We offer a choice of options and
progressive services for senior living, assisted care, or skilled
care. Mother Nature offers a splendid view of the surrounding

pine-draped hills.

Come Home To Exceptional Quality And Service

+ Village Inn Assisted Living

«+ Samaritan Towers Senior
Living Apartments

* Groups up to 200

* Audio/ Visual Equipment ¢ Warming Kitchen
+ Tableware Available

# Reasonable rental rates

+ Non-smoking

« Nursing Care Center

+ Village Cottage Homes

# Free Event Parking 'i &
F l i

—

Call (509) 924-6161 to schedule a personalized tour.
17121 E. 8th Ave., Greenacres, WA ¢ www.good-sam.com
East of Sullivan on Sprague, turn right at Tschirley to the top of the hill.

All faiths welcome without preference. sy

Celebrating 50 Years
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Yakima church plants thoughts, prayers with planting a peace pole

To plant thoughts of peace in
Yakima, Englewood Christian
Church planted a peace pole this
fall beside its front entrance.

Putting up the pole was the
easy part. The challenge is for the
congregation and community to
start thinking about and living the
message of peace, letting it impact
their lives, shape their programs
and ministry.

Peace is the core of “who we
are called to be as people of faith
living in relationship with God,
ourselves, our families, our com-
munities and our world,” said the
pastor, the Rev. David Helseth.
“We are all children of God, called
to love each other despite different
views theologically.”

“That message is counter-cul-
tural,” he said. “The Gospel calls
us to live in the world in a differ-
ent way, to live boldly and tell the
community what we believe.”

He hopes it will be a reminder
to pray for peace, a visible teach-
ing tool to the community and a
reminder to the congregation that
they are followers of the Prince
of Peace, not just at Christmas,
but all year.

Six of 11 languages on a 10-foot
peace pole tell people of the na-
tionalities and cultures in the Ya-
kima Valley that this congregation
seeks to promote peace.

Those languages are Sahaptin
of the Yakama people, Japanese,
Tagalog (Philippines), Korean,
Spanish and English.

Three languages—Hebrew,
Greek and Arabic—communicate
the need for Jews, Christians,
Muslims and all faiths to join
them in standing for peace. Two
of the languages are those spoken
in countries where missionar-
ies from the congregation once
served—Lingala, spoken in the
Congo, and Thai.

The message in all the lan-
guages attached to the pole on
plaques is the same: “May peace
prevail on earth.”

David heard about peace poles
15 years ago while attending a
doctor of ministry program at
Claremont.

After Sept. 11, the Yakima
Association of Churches began
talking about putting a large pole
downtown, but nothing was hap-
pening, he said.

Following the 2006 camp cur-
riculum, he helped junior campers
at Zephyr Camp and Conference
Center prepare and plant a 10-foot
peace pole near the lodge. They
used Hebrew, Greek and English,
leaving space for other camps
to add other languages. The
camp board approved the pole,
because it would bear witness
that the camp is a place to pray

Church and community members gather to dedicate Englewood Christian Church’s peace pole.

for peace.

Just over a year ago, an elder
at Englewood Christian Church
became interested.

Members Matt and Holli Chris-
tensen offered to cut a 70-year-old
western red cedar tree on their
property in North Idaho to make
the pole.

They cut a tree last winter and
let it dry naturally outdoors. They
cut it into a 14-foot log, which
they transported with a pickup
truck and long trailer to Yakima,
where they stripped the bark.

The church’s elders ordered
plaques with the languages online
from the Peace Pole Project in
Michigan at peacepoles.org. They
spent $350 for the project.

On Saturday, Oct. 22, Engle-
wood Christian members planted
the pole four feet deep in the
ground with 10 feet above ground.
At noon on Sunday, they and
30 members of the community
dedicated it.

Community representatives
from the Yakima Interfaith Coali-
tion, Temple Shalom, the Islamic
center and the Hispanic commu-
nity came and shared in a litany.

Speaking on the purpose of
the peace pole at the dedication,
Alaya Sowder, a member, said,
“Each pole is a statement to coun-
ter the terrible violence that hurts
and destroys lives whether in war
or within our own families.

“This pole is a statement that
we envision a world without war,
ethnic cleansing and terrorism.
It is a statement that we wish to
promote and pursue non-violent
solutions to conflict—marital,
racial or international.

“The peace pole is also a state-
ment that as a Christian congrega-
tion, we believe that Jesus came as
the Prince of Peace, and to follow
Jesus’ teaching will lead us to live
in peaceful relationships with all
sisters and brothers,” she said, rec-

ognizing that the road to peace is
difficult. “The prayer for peace on
earth transcends all nationalities,
religions, faith expressions and
cultures. We are united by our
being created in the image of the
one God and by our living on this
one planet.”

“In years to come, we hope it
will spur conversation and educa-
tion,” said David, who has served
at Englewood for 21 years.

The Peace Pole Project was
started in 1955 through the World
Peace Prayer Society, a nonprofit,
non-denominational organization.
The goal was to “uplift human-
kind toward harmony rather than
conflict,” based on the belief that
“war begins with thoughts of war”
and “peace begins with thoughts
of peace.”

Since then about 200,000 peace
poles have been set up in more
than 180 countries on every
continent as an ongoing visual
reminder for people to pray for
and gather to talk about peace.

He said that people often order
four-by-four-inch posts with four
or eight languages on them.

Englewood also gave children
two-by-two-inch, two-foot wood
poles to write “may peace prevail
on earth” in four languages to
take home.

To educate people, David has
preached about the peace pole and
the call for people to live together
in the diverse world in different
faith traditions by listening to and
understanding each other.

“Jesus as the Prince of Peace
calls us to live in peace,” he said.
“That leads us to ask about what
our witness is in relationship to
the war in Iraq.

“We love our country, but we
are also concerned about peace
for all people,” he said.

David hopes the church’s peace
pole will be the first of other peace
poles in Yakima. The Yakima
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Association of Churches has re-
sumed conversations.

David grew up in Clarkston and
Chelan where his father served as
a Christian Church pastor. After
completing studies at Northwest
Christian College in Eugene, Ore.,
in 1970, he served as an associate
minister in Idaho before going to
Phillips Seminary in Oklahoma,
where he graduated in 1975. He
served two churches for 12 years
before moving to Yakima.

“With all the turmoil in the
world, God calls us to take a
stand for peace. It’s time for us
as Christians to be visible about
it,” he said. “Peace is living in
holistic relationship with God,
recognizing that all human beings
are children of God and that God’s
desire and intent is for us to live
in relationship with one another in

ways that will lead to peace.

“It’s possible only with God’s
help. To live a faithful journey is
not easy,” David said.

“We have to confront power.
It can be costly to live and think
in ways that are different from
our society, media and national
pride,” he said. “Our human
tendency to protect and defend
ourselves is counterproductive
to peace.”

To have pride in country and
try to do what God calls us to do
“may mean we live in tension,”
he continued. “If we take Chris-
tian faith seriously, we will raise
questions.”

As tangible ways to promote
peace and foster understanding,
David seeks to increase dialogue
with the Jewish and Islamic com-
munities in Yakima.

He believes it is important to
break down enemy images that
imply all Muslims are out to de-
stroy the United States.

David cautions that it is impor-
tant to realize that media focus on
the extremists rather than those
who seek dialogue and commu-
nication.

He also encourages dialogue
and communication to address
racism against Hispanics in the
area, to dispel fears arising from
partial information.

A few voices make immigra-
tion a hot-button issue rather than
understanding why they come
and how they add to the U.S.
economy, he commented.

For David, peace is local as well
as global.

For information, call 966-6550.
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St. Maries pastor and church chose intentional long-term ministry

wenty-six years ago, the

I Rev. Gary Foster and the

Community Presbyterian

Church of St. Maries, Idaho, chose

to begin a long-term ministry
together.

In the community of 2,600
with new housing developments
on the outskirts, he is the pastor
with the most longevity among the
Catholic, Nazarene, Four Square,
Lutheran, Baptist, Assembly of
God, Latter-Day Saints, Jehovah’s
Witness, Church of Christ and a
variety of home churches there.

When Gary came in 1981, the
church was active in community
outreach to meet social needs, so
that approach framed his first 10
years.

The Presbyterian and Lutheran
churches, and other organizations,
purchased Valley Vista Conva-
lescent Center as a community
convalescent center. Eventually,
apartments, an assisted living
complex with nursing care, an
Alzheimer’s unit and a locked
psychiatric unit were added.

With the community, Gary
and the church, which dates back
unofficially to 1907, also helped
start a day care, a hospice, a food
bank and a clothes bank.

In the early 1990s, Gary was
also involved in the Human Rights
Task Force for Benewah County,
concerned that when the Aryan
Nations people were squeezed
out of the Hayden area they might
come to Benewah County.

He also joined the Sheriff’s
posse, helping with some searches
on horseback.

Gary meets monthly with sev-
eral other pastors in the Ministe-
rial Association for breakfast,
prayer and business. They share
their lives, support each other,
meet community needs and give
transients meals, gas and motel
lodging.

Over the years, they have also
done Christmas and Easter can-
tatas with community choirs,
Thanksgiving eve services, Ad-
vent and Lent services.

Ministerial association ac-
tivities rise and wane depending
on pastors’ interests and time.
However, he said there has been
a consistent Christian witness to
those passing through town and
needing help.

A third-generation Presby-
terian, Gary lived near Fresno,
Calif., until he was 27. He gradu-
ated from Fresno State in 1973.
Working with a youth group in
his church and meeting with
other youth pastors led him to
studies at Fuller Seminary in
Pasadena. After graduating in
1976, he was associate pastor for
five years in Fairfield in the San
Francisco area, before coming to
St. Maries.

“Miriam and I came here look-
ing for a small, self-contained
town where our children could

The Rev. Gary Foster has been in St. Maries 26 years.

grow up in fresh air,” Gary said.
“We wanted to be somewhere
with mountains and rivers.

“St. Maries was like a picture
postcard coming to life for us,”
he said. “We found a home and
have stayed long, feeling it has
been God’s call and God’s will.
Miriam also found a career here
teaching AP English at St. Maries
High School.”

The importance of sports and
outdoor recreation to the Fosters
and people in St. Maries bonds
them. School sports—football,
basketball, volleyball and soc-
cer—are big, and he’s often at
games.

“My sermons often use illustra-
tions from golf, skiing and bik-
ing,” said Gary, who also played
basketball and softball.

“In a small town, relationships
are important. When I first set up
a checking account, I asked the
clerk in the grocery store if she
would accept a counter check.
‘Of course,’ she said, ‘1 know who
you are.””

People knew about the new
Presbyterian pastor before he
came, so the first person he met
instantly trusted him.

A small-town pastor has mul-
tiple relationships, he said, know-
ing people in the church, people
he does business with, and people
he works with in the community
and other churches.

“People work, play, hunt, fish
and golf together. Wherever we
go, we have friends,” he said.

Now that small towns have
been discovered, he’s concerned
some trust may be lost. Growth
outside town now makes a daily
traffic jam after school at the four-
way stop where the only two roads
in and out of town cross.

When Gary came in 1981,
there was a population explosion
in Community Presbyterian, fill-
ing the Sunday school and youth
group with children and youth.

Those children went to college,
married and now have careers.

“A few came back, and they are
the roots of the next population
explosion. One of the blessings
of a long-term pastorate is per-
forming weddings for babies I
baptized, children I confirmed and
youth whose graduation parties I
have attended,” he said.

Now the congregation of 140
members is aging, he said, and
with it, the energy level is waning.
Even so, he encourages members
to be proactive to anticipate
growth that is coming.

Gary is the only pastor some
have known.

That’s positive, he said, because
it provides a sense of consistency
and faithfulness. However, it may
limit people from hearing differ-
ent perspectives, said Gary.

Reflecting on dynamics of an
intentional long-term ministry,
he noted, “Some long-term pas-
torates, are accidental because
the pastor could not find another
church after five or six years, so
had a series of ‘re-up’ years.

“The challenge of an intentional
long-term pastoral relationship is
to remain fresh and vital, not only
in preaching but also in counsel-
ing and community activities,”
he said.

Both he and the Community
Presbyterian session were in-
tentional about their long-term
commitment.

One value is that the pastor
becomes part of the community—
knowing how people’s pasts have
helped shape them and having a
depth of relationship to deal with
their lives.

“If a child acts out, we know
about an accident, a divorce or
abuse that affects them and their
family,” he said.

In the ministerial association,
longevity has brought a respect
for different theologies and points
of view as pastors ask each other
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about their different worship
styles and traditions.

“We learn how each is an ap-
propriate way to express love of
God,” he said.

That mutual respect carries over
as they preach to and teach people
in their congregations.

Gary realizes there are some
disadvantages to long-term min-
istry. Some long-term ministers
fall into a rut, comfortable in a
routine. To avoid that, Gary in-
tentionally redefined his ministry
every 10 years.

The first decade, he focused on
the community action.

The second decade, he became
active in denominational activities
with the Synod of Alaska North-
west.

Now in the third decade, Gary
has a more personal approach, vis-
iting people more often, keeping
in touch with what is happening
in their lives.

As hospice chaplain, he and
the caregiver coordinator have
developed a service of memories
for caregivers to help them deal
with their grief.

He has also shifted his sermon
style to a more conversational,
interactive style, preaching with-
out notes.

Looking back, Gary said in his
first years of ministry, he wanted
everyone to experience an en-
counter with the living Jesus that
affected their whole being.

He said he was not subtle or
gentle in challenging people to
change.

DEVTAN TRADING COMPANY

While more gentle and subtle
today, he knows that people too
often let their politics shape their
theology rather than letting their
theology shape their politics.

“Many assume that being
American means God and country
are mixed together, as if American
politics can’t be sinful or against
God’s will,” he said.

He wonders if when people say,
“God bless America,” they are be-
ing inclusive or exclusive.

“Do we want God to bless only
us, or to bless both us and the
world?” he asked, suggesting,
“We also need to pray for the
presidents of Iran and Pakistan.”

Gary believes if political issues
are viewed in light of biblical
standards, people will allow their
theology to shape their politics.
For example, once Presbyterians
supported slavery, but eventually
realized it was against scriptural
teachings.

“On any issue, we need to be
open to coming to new under-
standings based on scripture,”
he said.

For self nurture and to nurture
others in faith, Gary does daily
personal Bible study, along with
preparation for sermons, a Bible
study for a Lunch Bunch and a
Saturday morning men’s group.

“I’'m in continual Bible study,
reading scripture in the context of
the community, sharing what we
think it means and what we think
God is telling us,” he said.

For information,
208-245-2686.
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As part of the recent Buddhist
Relics exhibit at Unity Church of
Truth, five faith leaders engaged
in dialogue on understandings of
peace based on kindness, compas-
sion and forgiveness.

Barbara McDaniel of the
Sravasti Abbey Buddhist monas-
tic community in Newport, Wash.,
moderated the discussion. The
panelists were Andrea (Andy)
CastroLang of Westminster Con-
gregational United Church of
Christ, Kristine Bear of the Baha’i
Faith, Deidre Ashmore of Unity,
Bhikshuni Thubten Chodron of
Sravasti Abbey and Gary Fox, an
American Indian spiritual leader.

Summarized basic values

As the “foundational teaching”
of Christianity, Andy said Jesus
considered the greatest command-
ment is to love God “with all your
heart, soul and mind and to love
your neighbor as yourself.”

“While we are to love, serve
and know God, all humanity and
all creation,” she said, “Christian-
ity is a house divided.”

Kristine said the Baha’i
Faith, founded 160 years ago by
Baha’u’llah, believes in progres-
sive revelation—each messenger
brings knowledge and awareness
in the call for the unity of all
faiths.

“As leaves on one tree, we are
to unite as one world,” she said.
“We have the capacity to live on
this planet as one body.

“That does not mean we are the
same. We recognize our unique-
ness and the individuality of each
person as gifts of God. We are to
be kind to each other, listening
and understanding so we can live
without war, eliminate poverty
and do marvelous things even
though we have differing beliefs,”
she said.

Deidre said that in 2003 Unity
Church developed a statement of
peace, which calls for peace in
the presence of conflict and love
in the presence of hate.

“We honor the many paths to
God,” she said. “We ask all na-
tions, all people to pursue peace,
not war. Unity stands for peace
in our lifetime.”

Chodron said Buddhists be-
lieve happiness and suffering
come from people’s minds, not
outside.

“Our minds are fickle. What
we like one day, we do not like
the next,” she said.

So Buddhists look inside them-
selves to see how their thoughts
create their experiences.

“If there is anger in us, we find
something to hate. If there is
peace, we see others’ good quali-
ties. We seek to purify our wrong-
ful assumptions so we can become
fully enlightened beings.

“People are to develop their
potential and aid others in devel-
oping their paths to compassion
and wisdom,” she said.

Gary said American Indians
hold traditional values passed
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Faith representatives discuss similarities, differences of beliefs

- ]

Gary Fox, Thubten Chodron, Deidre Ashmore, Kristine Bear and Andrea CastroLang exchange
information on their faiths’ teachings about forgiveness and compassion.

down for thousands of years.

“The spiritual road is harder to
follow than the religious. Itis a
commitment to do right by serving
all, no matter what color people
are,” he said, noting that Indians
still experience oppression be-
cause of their beliefs and race.

“Recently, someone told me to
go back to my country. I laughed
as I stepped forward and back,”
Gary said. “Then I said: ‘Now
it’s your turn.’”’

He said he forgives people who
say something like that, deflecting
and challenging it with humor.

“There is only one Father of us
all, even though we have different
rites of passage,” Gary said.
Role of compassion and
forgiveness in peace

Gary noted: “Humor, for us, is
compassion.”

He believes people must for-
give themselves before they can
forgive others. He said he starts
the day with a morning prayer
for all people who may have left
home with a broken heart. “High
noon is the harvest time to speak
directly to the Creator. For after-
noon and evening prayers we face
North where the purity of snow is,
following over the North to the
South where there is spring.”

Chodron said that in the Bud-
dhist perspective when people
hold onto hate and grudges, they
suffer and experience pain.

“To release the pain in our
hearts does not mean saying that
what the other person does is
right,” she said. “It means letting
go of the anger. If we vow not
to speak to someone forever, we
suffer before others suffer.”

She said forgiveness releases
anger in individuals and groups.
Even for those who have been
persecuted, forgiveness helps us
heal.

“Everyone feels persecuted,
that life is not good to them and
they are entitled to better,” she
said. “Suffering originates in
the heart and must be released as
we seek happiness. We need to
differentiate the person from the
action so we can see that person’s
Buddha nature.”

Deidre said Unity has five basic
principles: 1) There is one pres-
ence, one Power, one God who
is good and omnipotent. 2) The
spark of the divine, God, is in each
of us. 3) Our thoughts create our

reality. 4) We can change our
consciousness to align with God
through prayer and meditation. 5)
We are to apply and act on these
principles. Forgiveness is not
from God but from us, so we do
not want to project our unhealed
consciousness, but rather heal
ourselves through prayer and
meditation.

“Love is forgiving. We pass it
on to someone who has hurt us.
To be unforgiving is like holding
a hot coal in our hand, thinking it
will hurt others. It just hurts us,”
Deidre said. “That does not mean
we forget, but forgiveness frees us
from emotional bondage.”

Kristine said, “Ditto!” because
those values are also in Baha’i
faith: “When we look at each
other, we need to see we all have
black pupils, red blood, yellow
marrow and white bones. God
created us that way so we would
remember we are related.”

For her, the Lord’s Prayer
speaks of living on earth as it is
in heaven, expressing that God
intends for everyone to live on the
planet together.

“That requires forgiveness and
compassion—caring for others,
feeding hungry children and
challenging war’s atrocities,”
she said.

“We may belong to different
faiths, but we need to put our
faith principles into practice,”
Kristine said. “If we do that, we
can change the world.

“We should choose least harm-
ful options—such as nuclear
fusion over fission—thinking of
the people who will come after
us. In the face of atrocities, we
need to forgive, continue, let go
and move forward.”

Kristine believes civilization is
advancing with technologies that
help people be more human.

Andy said “the hunger for sex,
money and power” lies beneath
the surface, making people fear
they will not have enough and fear
people who are different.

“Jesus showed we do not need
to fear because of our faith, gender
or status. We need to welcome all,
especially those who are hungry,
lonely or frightened,” she said.

Andy asserted that people are
not self sufficient: “As we live
different values, we are to open
our doors and hearts to make heal-
ing and compassion manifest,”
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she said. “This work is not yet
done, but we try day-by-day to
confront the forces we fear.”

For her, Jesus models a life-
giving path of compassion, heal-
ing and walking with everyone
and all creation.

Responses to questions

Kristine said she believes “we
are on the same path, so we need
to work together and join in more
interfaith gatherings.”

Gary disagreed that all are fol-
lowing the same path: “We fol-
low a different road as American
Indians. People who say they
follow organized religions often
turn their backs.

“As American Indians, we
come with nothing. Many Indi-
ans in Spokane are hungry. We
thank God for food banks and
ministries that help people, but
our path is not worldly. I have no
computer or cell phone. We live
in another world,” he said, point-
ing out that much of the American
Indian spiritual tradition is in the
language.

Chodron believes the heart of
most faiths is love, compassion,
ethical conduct, forgiveness and
finding hope.
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“As the Dalai Lama said in an
interfaith dialogue, ‘My religion
is kindness.” We do not need
the same beliefs to understand
each other. He acknowledges
diverse beliefs,” she said. “We
can disagree about theology, but
what is important is how we live
our lives. Human beings want
happiness, not suffering. If we
relate with each other, we will be
better off.”

Andy said that too often dif-
ferences become the basis for
divisions rather than allowing
teachings of the different faiths to
draw people together. She added
that “we tear apart lives arguing
theology in Christianity, but the
ultimate judgment of the nations
is based on whether we feed the
poor, clothe the naked, visit the
prisoner or comfort the sick.”

Kristine believes that all faiths
have the Golden Rule, “not judg-
ing until we have walked in some-
one else’s shoes, treating others as
we would like to be treated, and
regardless of how we are treated,
not judging others.”

Gary said asked his mother
why so many people fear so many
things. She asked him to spell fear
in English: F-E-A-R. She said,
“Take away the F, and you have
E-A-R. What people hear frees
them from what they fear.”

Barbara summarized what she
heard: “We need to expand our
hearts, listen and examine ob-
stacles to compassion. We need
to forgive ourselves, see where we
hold grudges and let go. Imagine
spreading the positive energy
from this event to everyone in the
city, region and planet.”

Andy added: “Peace means
fearlessness.”

For information, call 447-5549.

International Student Homestay Program
Spokane Falls Community College/Spokane Community College

board, $350 for room only.

transportation.

Programs staff.

Globalize your life....from your own home!

An exciting opportunity for Spokane and Spokane Valley residents to
share their home, life and community with a college age SFCC/SCC
international student while they share their life and culture with you!

« Families receive $550/month for room and
« Students are responsible for their own

+ College-, career- or retirement-age
couples or singles with or without children.

* Homestay can last 1 quarter or longer.
* Receive $100 for each qualified homestay family you refer.
* Placements are monitored and supported by CCS International

* Quarterly family training meetings.

Join our network of welcoming Homestay families
and begin a cross cultural adventure of a lifetime!

To receive more information or apply:
Contact Teresa Gay at teresag@spokanefalls.edu
SFCC 509 533 4131 or SCC 509 533 8201

Find a Homestay Family Application Form under Foundation Forms
at http://www.ccs.spokane.edu/Forms/default.aspx

Community Colleges of Spokane provides equal opportunity in education & employment
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Alternative giving opportunities remind us of alternative economies

As we approach Christmas, families
wander homeless and hopeless. Individuals
and congregations want to help. There are
many ways to connect them.

Locally, the Christmas Fund is geared to
raise $485,000 to provide gifts and food for
32,000 individuals. It’s an annual tradition
promoted through The Spokesman-Review
in partnership with Volunteers of America
and Catholic Charities.

In area malls, Trees of Sharing with tags
for gifts await shoppers who will purchase
a gift for someone in need. Individual
churches also offer such opportunities.

We have seen the season of holiday
bazaars of varied names and approaches,
with more congregations offering fair trade
items or fair trade festivals, introducing
products and education.

Thanksgiving weekend offered an al-
ternative to the “Black Friday” day-after-
Thanksgiving frenzy to put retailers in the
“black” with an increase in profits—shop-
ping and education at the annual Fair Trade

Festival at the Community Building. It is
an opportunity to support the entrepreneur-
ial micro-enterprises of skilled weavers and
handcraft makers, providing a fair income
for quality products.

Partners International in Spokane of-
fers an opportunity to give a gift of hope
through its Harvest of Hope catalogue.

Through Church World Service (CWS),
people can also give alternative gifts—
blankets, school kits, shares in a well or
an item from its online gift catalogue,
like chicks or a water buffalo, to provide
disaster relief or development assistance
around the world.

Recent disasters have had brief atten-
tion in news but leave families homeless.
Rather than responding to each one, con-
gregations might take an offering in De-
cember for all who have suffered in those
disasters: Cyclone Sidr hit Bangladesh Nov.
15. Southern California’s Native American
community was hard hit by recent wildfires,
burning homes and power lines. Heavy

rains in October flooded Western Nicara-
gua, destroying crops and homes.

Perhaps the gift might be to help resettle
a refugee family through World Relief in
Spokane, to host an international student,
to volunteer time to help through any of the
many ministries and agencies listed in The
Fig Tree’s Directory of Congregations and
Community Resources.

There are many alternatives to the mate-
rialistic shopping frenzy that feeds the cof-
fers of retailers, corporations and investors.
In an economy of superfluity for some and
struggle for the rest, scriptures remind us
of alternative economies.

The manna economy requires patience
and trust that God will provide enough
for our sustenance. Jubilee is a tool for
self-correction from greed that shifts land
and wealth into the hands of a few. Jubilee
restores the land to the original owners.

Stewardship calls us to take care of
and share the gifts God gives us with our
brothers and sisters, and all of creation, so

there is enough for everyone to have an
abundant life.

Pass-it-on giving follows gratitude for
gifts of time, food, water and caring we
receive in times of need. We give to others,
“the least.” Tithes are given from the first
fruits, not what’s left over. It’s part of faith-
ful living, trusting we will have enough.

In Micah 4, shalom includes lions lying
with lambs, everyone living under their own
vine and fig tree in peace and unafraid, able
to harvest what they plant.

Peace and justice are interwoven. Peace
is more than nonviolent living. It comes
from living in just economic relationships,
caring and power-sharing relationships.

Each alternative gift-giving option
provides us with opportunities to see how
poverty, excess wealth and ecological deg-
radation are linked. So our year-round call
is to transform institutions and individuals
that perpetuate injustices, to be in solidarity
with those who struggle and suffer.

Mary Stamp - Editor

Family holiday gatherings change with deaths and rifts

“We always” may be the beginning of
more sentences at this time of year than
at any other.

At their best, our family holiday celebra-
tions have an unchangeable quality about
them. Settling into the pleasantly predict-
able is reassuring,

Our family holiday gatherings aren’t
unchanging, of course. The passage of time
alone makes sure of that, and like any other
community, our family holiday community
is continually being re-formed.

Some time-wrought changes are gradual
enough to let us delude ourselves, however.
Consider recipes.

A friend’s family tradition demands that
they always have a certain turkey stuffing,
conscientiously prepared according to
Great-Grandma’s recipe—or receipt—for
Potatoe Stuffing. (Great-Grandma was
from Indiana, so there was an “e” at the

end of potato on her copy.)

There is only one person present at
today’s gatherings who has even a vague
memory of his Great-Grandma, and he
insists that is it exactly the same as it was
when he was a child. But is it? When
Great-Grandma went to the root cellar to
get potatoes and onions, she didn’t have
six varieties of each to choose from. Her
bread crumbs certainly didn’t come from
a box. Was the cream sweet or sour when
she churned the butter?

Great-Grandma might like the stuffing
as it is prepared today, but it’s likely she
wouldn’t recognize it as having been made
from her recipe. The changes have been so
gradual that they haven’t been noticed—or
admitted.

One change we do notice acutely is a
death in our family just before a holiday. A
death, or a divorce or other permanent rift,

A holiday-sized “thank you” is
due for nearly 20 volunteers who helped
serve about 200 guests at the annual
Thanksgiving Day dinner at Central United
Methodist Church in Spokane. The event
is co-sponsored by Rockwood Retirement
Communities, which provided turkeys and
other items. Members of Simpson United
Methodist Church also came from Pullman
to prepare and distribute sack lunches,
winter clothing and blankets.

Guests stayed to watch a movie, play
games or help with clean-up. The event
began with a day of cooking and decorating
under head cook, Helen Cathcart.

Because some volunteers brought their
children to help, the event was also educa-
tional, helping ensure this kind of commu-
nity service will continue into the future.

The Rev. Phil Harrington
Central United Methodist

The gift is time, just in time, as [ begin
my sabbatical. Sweetness is an open calen-
dar, pages that don’t have to be filled, time
as a gift. I’ve done more household tasks
than in the rest of the year. In such “gifted
time,” these tasks are less chores than
recognition of change in the seasons, the
natural passage of time—time to enjoy.

There’s time to breathe, too. The part of
the lung at the very bottom that is almost
never inflated is slowly opening for use.

In ordinary time, my focus is on a lack
of time. Time isn’t good. It’s something
that is absent. The culture and economy
are demanding our time, pressing it from
us, demanding our “productive” time. It
can seem that time is an enemy to be sliced
and diced in our disjointed lives.

Just in time, Jesus comes to redeem time
itself, restore its gift. Jesus comes “in
time.” His real life lived among us, in the
flesh, sharing our time. To be “in time”
with Jesus is to take on a different cadence
than the martial beat that drives our day-
to-day lives.

Bishop Martin Wells
Eastern Washington Idaho Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Who of us in the contemporary
church have not spent some measure of
time, money and energy in trying to make
our mission work and have found that we
have run out of gas or of spirit? Gone is the
zeal, enthusiasm, zip in our steps and spark
in our voice and heart.

Is it possible that institutional exhaustion
eats away at our hearts and deadens our
enthusiasm because we engage in our own
efforts with an inaccurate perspective? The
more we maintain a work pace and schedule
based on this inaccurate assumption, the
more we are destined to be in the throes of
exhaustion—the total expenditure of our
selves to the point we discover that we have
not so much given of ourselves in loving
service to the needs of the world, but we
have given up ourselves.

We have been consumed in the frenzy
of activity in trying to solve the world’s
problems and thinking we had to be the
source of its salvation.

Our Christian faith offers us perspective
on life and our daily responsibilities. If we
have no faith in a God who first loves us
and who has reached into human history for
the sake of our salvation, then indeed we
will burn our proverbial candles until there

changes the holiday in a jarring manner and
continues its affect in more subtle ways in
future years.

This has little or nothing to do with
beliefs about an afterlife. It has to do with
community, what we expect of ourselves
and others, what we tell ourselves about
how we observe the special occasions of
our lives.

If Aunt Jane has “always” brought the
candied yams for Thanksgiving dinner but
she dies two weeks before, the chances
that there will be candied yams that year
are pretty slim.

There hasn’t been time to process the
change. We are grieving at a time when
the rest of the world seems to be busy and
cheerful. They are celebrating bounty
while we are feeling deprived.

Anyone who tries to fill the void by do-
ing some extra cooking faces what seems

to be a monumental decision: use Aunt
Jane’s recipe and face comparisons or try
something different and risk disappointing
those who think yams are always supposed
to taste the way she fixed them.

At that point, the void can’t be filled and
the dinner can’t be made to be “the way
we’ve always done it,” but healing and
family folklore can be enhanced.

Pass the empty bowl and give everyone a
chance to help fill it with memories of Aunt
Jane and earlier gatherings.

In a few years, someone will ask, “Re-
member the Thanksgiving when we filled
a bowl with memories?”

By that time, someone else will always
cook the yams, and everyone will know
that memories held in common are a part
of eternal life.

Nancy Minard
Editorial Team

Newsletter Excerpts |

is nothing left. The world is saved by the
passion, death and Resurrection of Jesus,
and not by our calendared activities. God is
the source of salvation, we need to remind
ourselves—not the work of our hands and
the busy-ness of our lives. Most wonder-
fully, the risen Jesus has filled the world
with the promised Spirit of God’s salvation
precisely so that we can be agents of salva-
tion, but not its controlling source.
Fr. Michael Savelesky
Inland Register

In reading the book of Acts to-
gether, we have been reflecting on how
we recognize God’s call. The creator of
the universe is not prone to cell phone or
email conversation, and only rarely resorts
to inscribing things on stone tablets or giv-
ing grand visions where everything is laid
out, and none of these things seem to be
happening to us. So how are we supposed
to know what God has in mind for us as a
community or as individual people?

We’ve seen that there are three things
the disciples keep doing in Acts and one
could almost write a self-help book on three
principles: pray, tell the story and listen for
the Holy Spirit. Just do these three simple
steps, and you’ll know for sure where God
is calling you.

Most of the time, however, I'm pretty
convinced the disciples in Acts had no idea
what was going on. They were fumbling
around just like we do. Paul was knocked
off his horse and spend several days blind
before some gracious soul came to tell
him what the heck was going on. Peter
was released from prison by an angel, but
thought he was dreaming until he found

himself standing outside. Again and again
the disciples of Jesus bumble around until
they find the place that the message will
take hold—trying and failing again and
again until God gives a resounding, “You’re
onto something!” and it works out. Think
it might work for us too?

Rev. Erik Samuelson

Bethlehem Lutheran

When the Bible speaks of “wonder,”
itis a mixed blessing. There is amazement
and fear, there is awe and shock, trembling
and blessing. In the Bible, “wonder” is not
just idle thinking—hmmm, I wonder what
we’re going to have for dinner tonight.
“Wonder” has to do with genuine puzzle-
ment about, and the general state of won-
dering leaves one filled with curiosity.

Wonder is an essential component of our
spiritual growth. In an era in which we
easily become overwhelmed, overloaded,
in which we are easily led to cynicism and
despair by the state of our world, a regular
experience of wonder is truly “soul food”—
manna from Heaven that feeds the weary
spirit. Of course, we can’t make it happen.
Wonder, after all, is a gift. We can exercise
our God-given gift of curiosity that opens
us to wonder, and we can pay attention and
give the blessing of astonishment room in
our minds and hearts. We can be open to
wonder, not just as an interesting moment
in our day, but as a language through which
the Sacred might speak to us, a moment that
invites mystery of God to be the guest of
our spirit, even for a brief time.

Rev. Kristine Zakarison-Community

Congregational United Church of
Christ - Pullman



Sisters lead
Advent workshop

Sisters Roberta Lamanna and
Rosemary Thielman of Wisdom-
works will present “Wonder-Full
Advent Stories,” an afternoon Ad-
vent retreat from 12:30 to 5 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 6, at Convent of
Holy Names, 2911 W. Fort Wright
Dr. There will be presentations,
prayer, reflections and Mass.

For information, call 328-7470,
ext. 121 or email sjohnston@
snjmwa.org.

Church offers
journey in time

The South Hill Seventh-day
Adventist Church is presenting
“A Journey to Bethlehem,” invit-
ing people to travel back in time
to experience the people, places
and circumstances at the time of
Jesus’ birth.

The event is held outdoors from
6 to 9 p.m., Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, Dec. 7, 8 and 9, at the
church, 5607 S. Freya.

Those who come may wait
indoors where musical entertain-
ment will be provided.

For information, call 448-6425

Creche exhibit set

The fifth annual Christmas
Creéche Exhibit, “A Spokane
Christmas Family Tradition,” will
he held from Dec. | to 8 at the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints, 1620 E. 29th Ave.

More than 500 nativity sets
from around the world will be on
public display from 4 to 9 p.m.,
weekday evenings, and from noon
to 9 p.m., weekends.

The event includes nightly con-
certs by Spokane-area choirs and
musicians. Groups may set tours.

For information, call 951-7288.

CROP Walk set

The Spokane CROP Hunger
Walk Committee meets at 2 p.m.
Lfirst Sundays, at the Interfaith
Hospitality Network, 2515 E.
Sprague, to plan the annual walk,
scheduled for April 27, 2008.

Lynn Magnuson, regional di-
rector for Church World Service/
CROP, will offer resources for
church recruiters at 7 p.m., Mon-
day, Feb. 4, at Mission Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, 2103 E.
Mission Ave.

For information, call 891-1045.

2007
United Nations

Human
Rights Day

Monday, Dec. 10

Unitarian Universalist Church
4340 W. Fort George Wright Dr.

6:30 p.m.
Community Celebration
Yvonne Lopez-Morton
Washington State Human Rights

Commission moderating
a panel on human rights

7 p.m.

‘60 Years Searching for
Peace: UN Role in the
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict’
Robert Sauders

assoc prof of history, geography
Eastern Washington University

CALL 456-2382

Cathedral hosts Eucharist

“Celebrating the Eucharist
for the Life of the World: Daily
Bread, Holy Meal” is the theme
of a workshop led by Samuel Tor-
vend of Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity’s religion department, from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan.
12, at the Episcopal Cathedral of
St. John, 127 E 12th Ave.

Samuel is associate professor
of the history of Christianity and
chair of the religion department.

His master’s degree in the-

ology and liturgical studies is
from Aquinas Institute and his
doctoral degree is from St. Louis
University. He has served several
Episcopal parishes in Western
Washington as a preacher and
adult education leader.

The workshop focuses on three
themes: 1) eating and drinking
with Jesus, 2) sharing the body
and blood of Christ and 3) Eucha-
rist ethics in a hungry world.

For information, call 838-4277.

Constance Rice is King Day speaker

Constance Rice, wife of Se-
attle’s first African-American
mayor Norman Rice, will be the
featured speaker for the Martin
Luther King, Jr., Day Community
Celebration at 4 p.m., Sunday,
Jan. 20, at Holy Temple Church of
God in Christ, 806 W. Indiana.

In 1985, Seattle Weekly named
her one of the 25 most powerful

women in Seattle. She continues
to be a leader in bringing families
together for nutritious meals and
promoting global peace.

In 1992, she founded the North-
west News Council, a forum to
examine bias in media. In 2000,
she founded the Desmond Tutu
Peace Foundation.

For information, call 455-8722.
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C & H Foreign Auto Repair

E. 620 North Foothills Dr. Spokane, WA 99207
EDWARD W. CUSHMAN 487-9683 OR 484-5221

Moonflower Enterprises
Fair Trade Textiles, Folk Art « Handcrafts
Organic Coffee from Guatemala

509-768-3193 + Toll free: 877-892-3193
info@moonflowerenterprises.com
www.moonflowerenterprises.com

| “Reneighboring” West Central

The Jubilee Community exists to provide affordable,
co-operative rental and owner-occupied living for singles
to families in Spokane’s historic West Central neighborhood
“Come celebrate community, simplified living,

and working for social justice.”

Lease a lifestyle, don’t rent housing! |

T Jubilee Community & Housing Ministries
509.328.4540 jubileecommunity(-@hotmail.com

[ |

Calendar of Events

= 1

891-1045

Fridays
1st Sat

3rd Mons -+ NAACP - 467-9793

To Dec 11 - Tree of Sharing, Northtown, Riverpark Square and Valley
Malls, Westminster Congregational United Church of Christ -

Festival Concert, First Presbyterian, 318 S. Cedar St., Dec. 7,

624-1366

Dec 1-8 - Christmas Creche Exhibit, Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints, 1620 E. 29th Ave. - 533-0613

Dec 6 + Wonder-Full Advent Stories, Convent of the Holy Names,
2911 W Ft. Wright Dr., 12:30 -5 p.m. - 328-7470 ext 121

Dec78 “Journey to Bethlehem,” Whitworth University Christmas
at 8 p.m., Dec. 8, at 3 p.m.and 7 p.m. - 777-3280

Dec 8 + 2008 Environmental Legislation Kickoff, Statewide
Climate Campaign, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. - kitty @futurewise.
org to RSVP

Dec 79 - “Journey to Bethlehem,” Outdoor walk-through
reenactment, South Hill Seventh-Day Adventist Church,
5607 South Freya Street, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.- 448-6425

Dec 9 + German Christmas Service, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,
24th & Grand, 3 p.m. - 928-2595

Dec 10

+ Human Rights Day Community Celebration and United
Nations Association-Spokane speaker, Unitarian Universalist
Church, 4340 W. Ft. Wright Dr., 6:30 p.m. - 456-2382

Dec 13, 14 - Singing Nuns, Bing Crosby Theatre, 3 and 7:30 p.m.

Dec 16 - Messiah Community Sing-along Concert, First
Presbyterian Church, 318 S. Cedar St., 4 p.m. Community
singers rehearsal, 6 p.m. concert - 747-1058

Dec21 - “A Musical Solstice Celebration,” Unitarian Universalist
Church, 4340 W. Ft. Wright Dr., 7 p.m. - 536-6294

Dec 31 - First Night Spokane, visual and performing arts, downtown
Spokane, 4 p.m. - midnight - 252-5027

* Ring in the New Year, Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist,

127 E. 12th Ave., 6-10:30 p.m., open labyrinth walk, 11 p.m.,
service of healing and holy communion, labyrinth available
Jan.1,1-4 p.m.

Jan 2 « Fig Tree distribution, St. Mark’s Lutheran, 316 E. 24th, 9 a.m.

Jan 3 + Fig Tree Board, Manito United Methodist, 3220 S. Grand, 1 p.m.

Jan 6

+ Spokane CROP Hunger Walk Planning Committee,
Interfaith Hospitality Network, 2515 E. Sprague, 2 p.m. -

Weds-Sat - Habitat-Spokane work days - call 534-2552

Thursdays + PJALS street vigil against the Iraq War, Riverside and
Monroe 4:30 p.m. - 838-7870.

« Colville Peace Vigil - 675-4554

+ Ministers’ Fellowship Union and Minister’s Wives/
Widows Fellowship, 806 W. Indiana - 624-0522

A Hillyard Florist
iz ~"  FULL SERVICE FLOWER SHOP

4915 N. MARKET - Spokane
www.hillyardflorist.com

489-5001

ROSA GALLICA

An Eclectic Little LifeStyle Boutique in Historic Paulsen House

Earth Conscious

Antiques (sustainable)
Organic Body

Organic Garden/Accessories
Fair Trade

Individuated Collections
for the Discerning Eco-Minded Person

Wed-Fri Sat 245 E. 13th on the South Hill
- - East of Grand Blvd
Noon-5 103 a; o1 brand B The Episcopal Diocese
arking at rear -+ of Spokane
Non-profit 509.954.4328 v

Caregivers Wanted

‘Non Medical in Home Eldercare’
» Full Time, Part Time Positions
* Training Provided
* Flexible Hours
* Paid Time Off Available
Call for an interview appointment

LJAVENWOOD) 5351546

Rockwood Retirement Communities are
dedicated to the lifelong vitality and
well-being of the whole person.
Enhance your Spiritual, Social, Physical, and Intellectual Life

in a comfortable custom home or apartment, with assisted
living and skilled nursing available.

Rockwood South 2903 E. 25th Avenue
Rockwood at Hawthorne 101 E. Hawthorne Rd.

RockwoobD

RETIREMENT C HI"..T\TEJ"J]TIF"E

536-6650

e |
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DUTCH'S MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
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kphec.org @}'&D ksfc.org
i -
Yty & .

One World.
Two Connections.

HUMANKIND:
|
Voices of Hope & Humanity
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Catholic Relief Services urges dialogue, provides humanitarian aid

Building the separation wall
in the West Bank reinforces the
negative perceptions Palestinians
and Israelis have of each other,
Burcu Munyas reported in a recent
presentation in Spokane as part
of her one-week educational tour
in the area for Catholic Relief
Service.

In the crossfire of the daily
violence on both sides, many
civilians and children are injured
and killed, creating another
generation with bad memories
on both sides, she said.

Burcu attended a global
peacemakers retreat for youth in
the Archdiocese of Seattle, focused
on peacebuilding, solidarity and
empathy with a focus on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The 26-year-old Muslim woman
from Turkey, who works with
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) to
build solidarity between people in
the United States and people in the
Holy Land, spoke with Catholic
and community leaders. Her
focus is on peacebuilding among
the Palestinian factions, so they
end violence against each other.

As CRS project officer
for Partnership and Strategic
Alignment in Jerusalem, the
West Bank and Gaza, she designs
youth development and education
projects for Palestinian youth and
explores new strategic partnerships
between CRS and Palestinian and
Israeli civil society.

CRS has been in the Middle
East for 50 years, engaged in
humanitarian relief, emergency
aid, educational programs and
advocacy efforts. Their overall
goal is for Israeli-Palestinian
peacebuilding and dialogue, in
which the Christian minority
plays a unique role, said Scott
Cooper, director of parish social
services with Catholic Charities in
the Diocese of Spokane.

He added that the CRS focus
is on humanitarian aid for the
Palestinians whose lives are
disrupted.

“Without a political resolution,
there will be no change in
the humanitarian crisis in the

Palestinian territories,” said Burcu,
telling the “story on the ground”
through a slide presentation of
maps and people.

On maps, she showed the
Palestinian areas and Israeli
settlements, the barrier wall and

in financial need

Warm yourself and those

Craven’s Coffee, together with Avista Utilities,
introduces a special coffee blend called Share

the Warmth with a portion of each purchase going
to Project Share, a community funded organization

Burcu Munyas

checkpoints, the trenches across
and gates blocking roads, earth
mounds, blockades and other
impediments in the West Bank,
where 2.5 million Palestinians
live. About 1.5 million live in
Gaza.

After earning a bachelor’s
degree in international relations
from Bilkent University in
Ankara, she completed a master’s
in international peace studies at
the Joan Kroc Institute of the
University of Notre Dame in
2006. As part of her studies, she
spent a semester with Catholic
Relief Services in Cambodia to
do research on her thesis on “the
transmission of the memory of
genocide to second and third-
generation Cambodian youth.”

Memory, as well as current
realities, plays arole in the Middle
East, too.

“One of today’s biggest
challenges in the Holy Land,
is from the unresolved refugee
situation. About 800,000
Palestinians were forced to flee
their homes in 1948,” she said.
“Now 4.5 million refugees live
in 60 refugee camps in the West
Bank, Gaza, Jordan, Syria and
Lebanon. Some still have keys
to their grandparents’ homes and
want the right to return. Others
just want to live in dignity.”

Burcu showed photos of the
wall some Palestinians call the
“apartheid wall,” the “annexation
wall” and part of the Israeli
“closure regime.” She said Israel
began building the wall in 2002
to prevent suicide bombings. In
some places, it is made of 25-foot-
high concrete blocks. In other
places, it is an electrical fence.

She reports that many Israelis
are unaware of the separation wall
and its impact on the daily lives of
Palestinians.

While the wall is designed to
protect Israelis, it “snakes around
Palestinian neighborhoods, cutting
children off from their schools,
people from their jobs, farmers
from their farms and markets, and
families and friends from each
other,” Burcu said.

While she said there is fear on
both sides, young Palestinians see
that the wall, curfews, closures
and violence block their future.

Citing the United Nations Office
for Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs and the Israeli Peace
Now’s Settlement Watch, she
showed locations of 161 Israeli
settlements, 96 outposts and 27
military bases. About 500,000
settlers live in the West Bank
in what Palestinians consider
their territory, dating back to the
Ottoman Empire, she said.

Burcu reported that about
100 Palestinian homes are
demolished each year by the
Israeli Defense Forces, because
they are built without permits,
which are hard to obtain from
Israeli authorities. Meanwhile,
new Israeli settlements, which she
said are illegal under international
law, continue to be built.

The Israeli Committee Against
House Demolitions reports that
Palestinians account for 20 percent
of illegal construction but 75
percent of house demolitions.

With the collapse of the peace
process in the late 1990s, the
deterioration of the economy,
fighting between Hamas
and Fatah, and concern the

Palestinians remain resilient.”
For information, email
bmunyas@eme.crs.org.

November summit may force
another “unviable solution,” she
said, “hope has eroded, yet the

Twinlow Camp & Retreat Center
A place apart for all seasons

 Serving churches & nonprofit groups
 Sacred space to rest, relax & renew

* Motel-style retreat center for 40

* Dorm-style sleeping for 120

* Nutritious food services for 20-150

* Summer overnight camps

¢ Summer Day Camp program

* Water sports & team building programs
* Winter retreats for youth & families

Web: www.twinlowcamp.org
Phone: 208-687-1146

Race on Carth... £

We would like to thank all the people
who help others in need.

Volunteer-Chore Services

SENIOR SERVICES

A program of Catholic Charities Spokan:

328-8400 « 1212 W Sharp #3 - Spokane WA 99201

TESOL IN TUSCANY

TESOL CERTIFICATE COURSE [N ITALY
GONzAGA UNIVERSITY &® JUNE 16 —JUNE 27, 2008

s Certificate course in teaching English as a foreign language

o Study Italian and experience the Tuscan culture!
s» Explore language teaching methods and strategies
@ Assistance with overseas job placement
s> Graduate and undergraduate credit
@ Experience Italy this summer! N [
5o K-12 endorsement credit :
1 CALL: (509) 323-5560 OR

E-MAIL: TUSCANY@GONZAGA.EDU
WWW.GONZAGA.EDU/ TUSCANY

GONZAGA

UNIVERSITY

Preaching Clinic

The Weyerhaeuser Center
for Christian Faith and Learning
at Whitworth College

The Preaching Clinic provides an opportunity for pastors to come
together with peers for the purpose of sharpening preaching skills
in a safe and supportive environment. We will talk about the art
and dynamics of good preaching and work at strengthening and
honing preaching skills through the use of sermon videotapes,
in-class preaching and reflection.

Program Topics

* Understanding and Developing the God-Given
Gift of Creativity

* Enhancing Sermon Delivery

* Interpreting Biblical Texts

* Sermon Introductions and Conclusions

* The Use of Language in Preaching

* Understanding and Using Stories in Preaching

» Sermon Structure

Program Costs
$500 — includes eight sessions, books, materials, and lunch

that helps families in need pay their energy bills. So, whenever you warm Instructors

up with a cup of this smoky mixture of light and dark roasts, you’re helping @ Ron Pyle, Ph.D.

someone else stay warm, t0o. CEAVIN Professor of Communication Studies, Whitworth College
Share the Warmth Blend coffee is available at all Tidyman’s, Rosauers and b Tim Dolan, Ph.D.

Yoke’s grocery stores. T '.;-.--.'.ll W Assistant Director of the Weyerhaeuser Center

You can also make donations to Project Share on your energy bill. Donate . Schedule

on your monthly statement by indicating a write-in contribution of $2, $5,
$10 or more. The pledge will then appear on your monthly statement as a
reminder.

Every other Thursday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., beginning Feb. §, 2007

Your donation or monthly pledge helps local families stay warm. A little
each month goes a long way.

For more information
Visit our website at www.whitworth.edu/faithcenter,
or contact Michelle Seefried at 509.777.3275
or mseefried@whitworth.edu




