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By Mary Stamp

Lynn Nelson’s fascination with
spiritual questions led the Colfax
granddaughter, daughter, wife,
mother and grandmother of farmers
to serve as part-time pastor of her
hometown church four years ago.

Her call to ministry grew from her
long involvement in the Plymouth
Congregational United Church of
Christ in Colfax, and its openness
to her questions and challenges.

During high school, she and her
family shifted from the United
Methodist Church to Plymouth, so
she could attend church with her
friends.

Now she describes the church as
“graying and declining, but vibrant,
ready for taking their next steps into
the future.”

Lynn grew up and lived her mar-
ried life on what has expanded to be
a 1,500-acre wheat and barley farm
with 200-head of cattle, now run by
her son and grandson.

Recently, she moved from the old
farmhouse seven miles southwest
of town into a smaller house, where
her daughter and family lived. Her
daughter, who teaches at Colfax
High School, moved to the farm.

“I often filled in to preach ser-
mons when the pastors were away,”

Lynn Nelson seeks continuing education opportunities for insights on ministry.

Rural pastor rooted in community

she said. “I was unusually easily
accepted as pastor and treated with
respect.

Lynn, who has been a volun-
teer hospice chaplain since the
1980s, became licensed to serve
the church.

“I’m good at nurturing and lis-
tening, so I nurture, love and bless
in the name of all that’s holy,” she
said.

She is in conversation with the
Pacific Northwest United Church
of Christ Conference’s Committee
on Ministry, which has accepted
her as a “person in discernment”
on the path to ordination. She is
considering continuing education
options.

“I like the United Church of
Christ because it lets us ask ques-
tions and does not come with a set
of rules,” she said, commenting on
the theology and on its openness to
alternative paths to ministry.

Starting at a late age and needing
to stay in Colfax to assist her daugh-
ter, who has multiple sclerosis, she
can’t go away to seminary.

“I’m ideal for this church be-
cause don’t cost a lot. I have a
house, food, Medicare and soon
Social Security,” Lynn said.

Continued on page 4

Messages repeatedly called for moral leadership and nonviolence

Educational messages calling and outside the INB Performing
for remembering, celebrating Arts Center showed: “We have

and acting, and calling for moral  outgrown this facility!”

leadership and non-violence in the

Happy was emcee for the com-
model of the Rev. Martin Luther memoration service, and Ivan,
King., Jr., were bypassed by me-  for the rally. Both invited a new
dia who focused on a bomb left generation of leaders to take over

by the route of the Unity March  organizing the events.

in Spokane.

The following are excerpts and
The comments of the com- summaries of some of the com-

munity and state speakers at the ments shared at the events.

commemoration service, rally and

march challenged complacency Spokane Mayor Mary Verner:
We come together each year

During the rally, organizers to evaluate what we have done
Ivan Bush of the Spokane Public  to promote Dr. King’s dream in
Schools and the Rev. Happy Wat-  the past year. It’s easy to say we
kins of New Hope Baptist Church  fought for equal rights and the
said the crowd of thousands inside ~ work is done, but we have more

about to violence in the society.
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Martin Luther King, Jr., Unity March draws intergenerational, multiracial, multicultural crowd.

to do. It’s the 25th anniversary of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, and
we are asked to take 25 actions in
2011 to make a difference.

The City of Spokane will con-
vene a Community Forum on
Violence.

Dr. King called us to resolve
problems nonviolently.

In these times, we need to real-

ize that representatives of city,
county, state and federal govern-
ments are community partners.
In the 1960s, we were called
to action by the song of John
Lennon: “Imagine all the people
living life in peace. You may say
I’m a dreamer, but I’'m not the
only one. I hope you will join us
and the world will be as one.”

NAACP Spokane Chapter Pres-
ident V. Anne Smith:

On Aug. 23, 1963, Mahalia
Jackson was singing “T’ve been
‘buked and scorned.” Then A.
Phillips Randolph introduced
Dr. King as a moral leader of the
nation. Speaking from the heart,
he was the anointed voice, our

Continued on page 6 and 7
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WCC continues dialogue with indigenous leaders

About 40 theologians, mostly indigenous from different regions
of the world, met recently in La Paz, Bolivia, to share experiences
and theological reflections following world indigenous consulta-
tions called by the World Council of Churches (WCC) in the
Philippines in 2008 and Switzerland in 2009.

This gathering of indigenous spiritual and theological leaders
with representatives of two WCC commissions—Faith and Order
and the World Mission and Evangelism(CMWE)—asserted that
the integrity of life is pivotal to all ecumenical endeavors.

“Itis valuable for the indigenous processes of re-constituting
indigenous nations and reaffirming their spiritual values,” said
Abraham Colque Jimenez, principal of the Andean Ecumenical
Higher Institute of Theology.

“The interaction is a response to the mandate of the WCC As-
sembly in Porto Alegre in 2006, calling the fellowship of churches
to be informed by indigenous wisdom and theologies,” said Maria
Chavez Quispe of the WCC Indigenous Peoples Program.

The hope is to open new horizons for theological dialogue
within churches to enable creative response to the overlapping
crises that the world—particularly indigenous communities—is
facing, she said. The consultation facilitated a process of listening
and learning about the distinctive indigenous spiritual traditions
and resources by focusing on peoples’ visions of and capacities
to affirm and safeguard life in all its forms.

The consultation contributed to reflections on the Faith
and Order document “Called to be One Church” and CWME’s
work on “transformative spirituality” toward a new statement on
mission to be presented at the next WCC Assembly in 2013 in
South Korea. It also explored indigenous traditions of spiritual
expression—narratives, symbolism, songs, rituals and textiles—
to strengthen theological languages that provide an alternative to
western civilization’s fundamentally Hellenic rationality, which
is the usual basis for official and mainstream theological reflec-
tions. For information, contact mcq@wecc-coe.org.

NCC and constituents call for assault weapons ban

Michael Kinnamon, general secretary of the National Council
of Churches, has called on individual NCC governing board
members, communion heads and other representatives to let
their political officials know they oppose the easy availability of
firearms, especially assault weapons and handguns with oversize
magazines. A surge of voices from national, state and local bodies
will remind political leaders of the scope of the NCC’s partner-
ships, he noted.

“When we send letters from the NCC office to Congress and/
or the Administration, they are often dismissed as the message of
a single organization instead of the collective witness of a com-
munity of communions,” Michael said.

The NCC Governing Board adopted a resolution against gun
violence last May. “Ending Gun Violence: A Resolution and Call
to Action by the National Council of Churches” calls the NCC’s
member communions to “prayerfully, financially and otherwise
support the NCC staff in coordinating ecumenical efforts for gun
violence reduction, including preparing educational materials
about the magnitude of gun violence, developing avenues for
dialogue among gun owners and gun control advocates within our
congregations, and offering a faithful witness in cooperating with
inter-faith and nonreligious anti-gun advocacy organizations.”

He believes this is the moment to press for the long-standing
concern to reduce gun violence in America.

“It is not exploiting the Tucson tragedy for followers of the
Prince of Peace to say, ‘Enough!” Every serious study on the
subject shows that easy access to guns is a menace to our nation’s
public health,” he said.

A number of religious scholars and leaders urged politicians to
weigh their words carefully and recognize the potential conse-
quences of using violent imagery.

REGIONAL ECUMENICAL & INTERFAITH NEWS

Fig Tree plans breakfast and lunch benefits

The 2011 Fig Tree Deepening
Our Roots Benefit will include
both a breakfast and a lunch, be-
cause, while some like the break-
fast time, others said they prefer a
lunch, said editor Mary Stamp.

The Benefit Breakfast will
be held from 7:15 to 8:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, March 16, in Cataldo
Hall at Gonzaga University.

The Benefit Lunch will be
held from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Friday, March 18, at Highland
Park United Methodist Church,

611 S. Garfield.

“We are looking for people to
host tables for eight, volunteers to
help those days and volunteers to
assist with planning,” said Mary.

The theme is “Communicat-
ing Credibly: Uplifting Voices of
Hope.” The event also will mark
the 28th year of publication for
The Fig Tree newspaper.

Guests will hear about stories
published in the last year, and hear
from readers and people inter-
viewed about their experiences.

There is no charge for the
meals, but those who attend are
asked to donate toward the work
of The Fig Tree to connect diverse
people, to build understanding
and networking, to explore is-
sues of justice and ethics, and to
learn about the lives of people in
the Inland Northwest who seek
to make a difference in the lives
of others.

For information, call 535-4112
or email info@thefigtree.org. A
flier is at www.thefigtree.org

Catholic Charities to build 50-unit complex

A project of Catholic Charities
Spokane is one of two in Wash-
ington receiving a $2.5 million
award from the Housing Trust
Fund to build a 50-unit housing
complex for chronically home-
less and low-income individuals
on GAU (General Assistance
Unemployable).

The permanent housing will be
located next door to the House

of Charity, Catholic Charities’
homeless shelter for men, said
Rob McCann, executive director
of Catholic Charities Spokane.
The Housing Trust Fund award
and tax credits will allow the
multi-million-dollar project to be
built at no cost to the agency.
Catholic Charities has built all
of their nearly 900 housing units
without any fund raising from

parishes or parishioners.

Our Lady of Lourdes Cathedral
and Sacred Heart Parish will assist
in the design and implementation.
The project will carry the “Haven”
name, like other Catholic Chari-
ties Housing projects, Tepeyac
Haven and Bishop Topel Haven
in Pasco and Desert Haven in
Othello.

For information, call 358-4257.

Community aids families after ICE arrests

Since Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) arrested
and detained about 30 people from
several trailer parks in Ellensburg
on Thursday, Jan. 20, the commu-
nity has rallied to provide support
for children and families.

Of those arrested, 14 appeared
in court Jan. 21 in Yakima and
have been released to ICE. The
others were still being held at the
Tacoma Detention Center, said
the Rev. Shalom Agtarap, pastor
of First United Methodist Church

in Ellensburg on Jan. 27.

Her church, St. Andrew’s Cath-
olic and the Apoyo (Allied People
Offer Year Round Outreach)
Food Bank have been receiving
donations and helping families
be in contact with those who were
detained.

Shalom said that they have
helped families keep lights on,
pay utilities, and have diapers
and food.

“The families have much fear
about their loved ones and their

own safety,” she said.

The community has formed
several committees that are meet-
ing at First United Methodist to
respond to the various needs and
concerns.

Students, farm workers, com-
munity groups and the faith com-
munity participated in a rally on
Tuesday, Jan. 25, at the William
O. Douglas Federal Building in
Yakima.

For information, call 509-925-
2157.

Unity plans events to mark Season of Peace

The Peace Team at Unity
Church of Spokane is planning
several events for the 14th year
of the Season for Peace from Jan.
30, the anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi’s death, to April 4, the an-
niversary of Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s death.

Valentines for Mother Earth is
an opportunity to express love for
the planet by making valentines
out of reusable materials on Sun-
day, Feb. 6 at the church, 2900 S.
Bernard.

Random Acts of Kindness
Week will be observed Feb. 14
through 20.
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The Faith and Environment
Network, which engages people
of faith in caring for creation,
will share resources, ideas and
experiences following services on
Sunday, Feb. 20.

Unity members will make
Peace Rocks on Sunday, Feb. 27,
“to make our peace consciousness
more visible in our community,”
said Joan Broeckling of Unity.

On March 6, members will put
messages of peace and love on
the rocks, and then leave them all
around town for people to find.

The church will offer a perfor-
mance of “Women of Lockerbie,”

a play based on an American
couple’s visit to Lockerbie, Scot-
land, seven years after they lost
a son in the Pan Am Flight 103
terrorist bombing. They seek to
resolve their grief. The women of
Lockerbie help them understand
the power of grief, the uselessness
of hatred and the role of love.

Performances will be at 7 p.m.,
March 4, 5, 11, and 12.

Peace-a-Pie, a potluck pizza
dinner at 5:45 p.m., Wednesday,
March 9, will be followed by time
to create more peace rocks and
sing peace music.

For information, call 838-6518.

Public Lecture

Why Care for Creation:
An Apologia for Earthkeeping

Steven Bouma-Prediger

Professor of Religion - Hope College
Author of Evocations of Grace: The Writings of Joseph Sittler on
Ecology, Theology and Ethics and For the Beauty of the Earth

Tuesday, March 8 -7 p.m.

) WHITWORTH

Robinson Teaching Theatre

Free & open to the public

Weyerhaeuser Hall

For further information, contact

Michelle Pace at mpace@whitworth.edu
or call 509-777-3275




Panel on Social Security is for young and old

Washington Alliance for Retired Americans is sponsoring a
forum featuring Andy Landis, author of Social Security: The
Inside Story, 2011 and a panel with representatives of local
organizations discussing perspectives and stories about Social
Security from 1 to 3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 19, at the Spokane
Community College Auditorium, 1801 E. Mission.

The event is for young adults to seniors, and people in faith
organizations, small business networks and community organi-
zations, plus in-home caregivers, disability groups and survivor
benefit recipients to reflect on the theme, “Social Security
Works: The Many Faces of Social Security.”

The goal is to educate people on Social Security, its financ-
ing, beneficiaries, economic value to the state, businesses and
citizens, said Gail Spaeth, Spokane coordinator.

For information, call 487-2158 or email washingtonalliance@
gmail.com.

Interfaith discussion looks at ‘Faith and Family’

Panelists from the Christian, Buddhist, Jewish, Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and Hindu communities are
planning to share in a forum on “Faith and Family” from the
perspectives of their traditions. The event will be held from 5
to 7:30 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 27, at the Latter-Day Saints Center
at 2721 E. 63rd Ave.

This is the second in a series of discussions offered by the
Interfaith Council to educate the community on the different
faith paths and help people from different faiths to interact
with respect.

A soup and salad dinner will be served. For information,
call 534-1011.

Gonzaga teaches African-American history class

Gonzaga University is offering African-American history
this semester, taught by African-American history instructor
Kellie Carter Jackson. The course explores African-American
history from slavery, the Civil War and Reconstruction into the
20th-century. The course was last offered in 2008

Kellie will also present a campus-wide lecture on “Force:
Understanding the Politics and Power of Violence in African-
American History,” at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 16, in the
Jepson Center.

A flier for the history course states, “Black History is Ameri-
can History.” Kellie said: “There’s a tendency to separate the
two. It’s everyone’s history. Everyone needs to know about
Frederick Douglass, Madame C.J. Walker or Booker T. Wash-
ington, people who helped shape America.”

Students will visit the Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture,
and two of the oldest black churches in Washington: Calvary
Baptist Church and Bethel African Methodist Episcopal, both
formed in 1890.

They also will hear from Jerrelene Williamson, author of
“African Americans in Spokane,” about the history of African-
Americans in the Pacific Northwest.

Richard “Professor Griff” Griffin of the rap group Public
Enemy, will give a lecture on “It Takes a Nation of Millions”
at 7 p.m., Friday, Feb. 25, at Gonzaga’s Jepson Center.

For information, call 313-6834.

A film festival, a gospel con-
cert and a panel discussion are
part of Whitworth University’s
Heritage Month 2011, opening
with Founder’s Day Convoca-
tion at 11 a.m., Tuesday, Feb. 8,
at the Fieldhouse. Michael Le
Roy, executive vice president for
academic affairs, President Beck
Taylor and campus historian Dale
Soden will speak.

At 7 p.m. Tuesday, at Weyer-
haeuser Hall, Whitworth’s Costa
Rica Center director Lindy Scott,
program director and students
from the first fall semester will
discuss the program.

Northwest artist Roger Feld-

Project Access
names new director

Spokane County Medical So-
ciety has hired Lee Taylor as
director of Project Access, which
serves low-income uninsured
people.

Lee spent most of his career in
business development and mar-
keting with for-profit businesses.
After moving to Spokane in 2000,
he transitioned to leadership po-
sitions with nonprofit organiza-
tions, in youth development and
child maltreatment prevention.

He earned a bachelor’s degree
from San Jose State University
and a master’s in business admin-
istration from Fordham University
in New York.

For information, call 532-8877,
ext 27.

The Center for

Organizational Reform
Serving those who lead & support others

Mired in organizational
conflict? We can help

509-879-9235
www.corhome.org
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Whitworth offers films, concert, reflections

man’s art exhibit, “Bridges,” runs
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday to
Friday, and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sat-
urday, through Feb. 11, at the Ernst
Lied Center for the Visual Arts.

For Black History Month,
Whitworth students and Spokane
choirs will give a Gospel concert
at 7 p.m., Friday, Feb. 11, at
Cowles Auditorium.

At 7 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 15,
in Weyerhaeuser Hall, a panel of
faculty will discuss “The End of
Men: How Women Are Taking
Control of Everything.”

From Feb. 17 to 19, the Leonard

Oakland Film Festival pays tribute
to an English professor who has
taught 45 years at Whitworth.

The films, shown at 7 p.m. in
Weyerhaeuser Hall, are “Favela
Rising” on Thursday; “T’ve Loved
You So Long” on Friday, and
“Norman” on Saturday.

There will be a lecture and
slides by wildlife, nature photog-
rapher Art Wolfe at 7 p.m., Tues-
day, March 1, in Weyerhaeuser
Hall. He hosts the PBS series
“Travels to the Edge.”

For information, call 777-4703 or
email eproffitt@whitworth.edu.

70¢th Annual

“gshel‘ Dl'nne,.

From Generation to Generation...the tradition continues

Temple Beth Shalom
South Perry & 30th

Tickets available at Huppins HiFi, Manito Ship & Copy,
Super I Foods , & Pawn I - Valley, N. Division & Post Falls
$15 adults, $8 children (3-11 years old)

Menu
Assorted Appetizers
Beef Brisket
Potato Knishes
Carrot Tzimmes
Challah (Egg Bread)
Mediterranean Spiced Apples
Apricot Kuchen

Sunday

March 1 3, 201 1

Il am.- 6 p.m.

For information, call 509-747-3304
Internet Ticket Sales at www.spokanetbs.org

405 E. Sinto Ave
Spokane WA 99202

The Ministr

Mater Dej at Gon
3 SKILLS FOR SERVICE
0 i

Y Institute

Saturday Workshop Series

= = Saturday, February 19, 2011
“ Listening to Those on the Margins —
Addressing Their Needs
Speakers: Sr. Mary Garvin
Asst. Professor, GU Religious Studies
Sr. Ann Pizelo, Director of Our Place
Price: $35 per workshop - 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. - includes lunch

RSVP- reserve your spot today. Phone Shonna Bartlett 509.313.5765
Nate Greene - executive director * Shonna Bartlett - program director
Email: bartletts@gonzaga.edu * www.gonzaga.edu/ministryinstitute

Umvcr&tg

84th Annual

NOVENA
OF GRACE

In Honor of St. Francis Xavier

Saturday, March 5 to
Sunday, March 13

Theme:

‘WE ARE ALL LOVED SINNERS’

This year’s Novena reflections
will be presented
by Gonzaga University’s
Jesuit House Community

Two Daily Novena Services:
12:15pm  Prayer Service (starts at 12:30 P.M. on Sundays)
5:15pm Mass Service

PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS WELCOME
IN KEEPING WITH THE LENTEN JOURNEY
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION WILL BE AVAILABLE
STARTING 45 MINUTES BEFORE EACH NOVENA SERVICE

St. Aloysius Church

Boone & Astor ¢ Spokane,WA < 313-5896

You are cordially invited to The Fig Trees

Deepening Our Roots Benefit
Breakfast & Luncheon

Wednesday, March 16

Globe Room - Cataldo Hall
at Gonzgaga University

Communicating Credibl)

Lifting

Voices of Hope

F]gTIBG?”

et Breakfast

=
-

' 4

Breakfast buffet begins at 7:15 a.m.
Program ends by 8:45 a.m.

3 NEW: Friday, March 18

Highland Park United Methodist, 611 S. Garfield
Lunc/]eon buffet be

Program en

;iznsatll 45 a.m.

by 1p.m.

Celebrating recent stories of faith in action

The breakfast and luncheon are complimentary.
Guests will be invited to donate to help The Fig Tree
build our capacity to share the stories of the region,
connect the region’s diverse people and communities,
promote volunteerism and action for the vulnerable,

explore alternatives to violence, and

learn about people who live their faith and values.

R.S.V.P.

The Fig Tree, 1323 S. Perry St., Spokane, WA 99202
(509) 535-4112 or 535-1813 or email info @thefigtree.org

*SUGGESTED DONATION $100 -

SUGGESTED MINIMUM DONATION $40

TO HOST A TABLE, CALL 535-4112
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Lay pastor serves graying rural church that’s
open to next steps God has in store for them

Continued from page 1

Growing up, she attended
church every Sunday, participated
in the high school youth group,
married after a year of college and
directed the junior choir for many
of her young married years. She
also taught vaca-
tion Bible school
and “learned from
the children.”

On her own, she
engaged in spiri-
tual study over
the years. Since
becoming pastor,
she has done more
Bible study.

“I’ve always been drawn by all
religions and by the big picture of
how we are alike and how small
the world is if we do not divide
ourselves up,” Lynn continued. “I
let God be as big as God needs to
be to embrace the world of argu-
ing children.”

Although her life has centered
in Colfax and the farm, the scope
of her concern circles the earth.

“Colfax is where I’m supposed
to be. I was born into Christian-
ity, but I believe all religions offer
insights and wisdom,” she said.

Lynn had started college think-
ing she would be a secretary, but
she met her farmer husband, Bill,
and married him in 1965. He was
from Idaho and had a small op-
eration of cattle he brought to her
family’s farm. When her father
died, he took over.

“I can ride a horse, rope a cow,
cook dinner for 30 and haul it to

There’s a spark

waiting to be lit.

We still wonder
where we can
go from here.

the middle of the wheat field,” she
said, pausing to say that at 66 she
has set those activities aside.

She is the eldest of three. Her
brother and sister chose paths
other than farming, so she and her
husband bought them out.

He farmed un-
til he died three

years ago. Her
mother died four
years ago.

When Lynn be-
gan as pastor, she
decided to shake
the church up and
proposed renam-
ing it, adding “Af-
firmational United Church of
Christ” in front of its name, Plym-
outh Congregational Church.

“I wanted to rattle cages, and
use an ‘A’ word to put the church
at the top of the list of churches in
the phone book so people would
call us first,” she said.

“It’s a warm-hearted congrega-
tion of older people in a building
that’s falling down around us.
The roof needs to be repaired,
and we do not have money to
repair it without going into debt.
We can’t go in debt because we
are an older congregation,” Lynn
commented.

While there’s just “a small
handful” of people—about 50
members with about 25 on a
Sunday—she said, the church
council is looking ahead.

Most members are retired from
local farms or businesses.

The church’s pianist is 93.

“There’s a spark waiting to be
lit. We are older but still wonder
where we can go from here,” Lynn
said. “We aren’t willing to limit
our possibilities. We have a drive
to thrive. We pray to be open to
how God wants us to be. We’re
willing.”

Lynn said people in the com-
munity know she’s available to
do weddings and funerals, even if
they don’t attend her church.

For those who wonder where
God is, she said she can take the
God words out of conversations
“to help people know and feel
the holy.”

Colfax’s population of 2,800
has remained constant, but fewer
young people stay in town after
graduating from high school.
Baby boomers no longer fill the
grade school and high school, and
the economic times are hard.

Farms have consolidated over
the years, but are still considered
family farms, Lynn said. In most
cases, members of the younger
generation are taking over the
farms. Some of the younger farm-
ers are in local churches.

Unlike other small towns that
rural highways bypass, Colfax has
route 195 from Spokane to Pull-
man running through the center
of town. It is also the Whitman
County seat.

These dynamics keep the com-
munity viable, while other small
communities struggle, Lynn
said.

For information, call 509-397-
3011 or email bamba2@gq.com.

Workshop addresses churches’ role in angry, fearful society

Theologian Karen Bloomquist
will lead an ecumenical workshop
on “Not Just US: Being the Church
in a Global Communion” from
9 a.m. to noon and from 1 to 3
p-m., Tuesday, March 1, at Salem
Lutheran, 1428 W. Broadway.

She will address the challenge
oftoday’s economic anxiety, poli-
tal polarization and faith divisions
on clergy, laity and churches.

“How can we bear an alterna-
tive public witness in a culture
marked by angry polarization and
a ‘what’s in it for me’ mindset?
How might we more boldly be
the boundary-crossing, justice-
seeking body of Christ in the
world today?” she asks.

Karen will tell how being part of
a global communion of churches

can transform perspectives. The
event is sponsored by the North-
ern Rockies Institute of Theology

in Great Falls, Mont.
For information, call 406-452-
1663 or visit nrit.org.
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(509) 484-4099
1216 N. Superior St.
Spokane WA 99202

RETIREMENT & ASSISTED LIVING

Five Reasons to Choose The Academy

i * Roomy, affordable apartments

* Anytime dining

* Full kitchens

* Personalized assisted living services
* Active living program

CALL NOW FOR A PERSONAL TOUR

THE ACADEMY
A Merrill Gandens Communiry

One of a kind retirement community
www.merrillgardens.com

Spokane

Building on Faith with
Habitat

for Humanity®

Eliminating poverty housing
one house at a time.
HELP BUILD IT!
Interested in
owning your own home,
donating or volunteering?
Visit our website
www.habitat-spokane.org
or call 509- 534-2552

Doors, Windows, Appliances
Cabinets, Lighting, Paint, Tile
Hardware, Plus Much More

SHOP AT

The Habitat Stores

850 E. Trent » Spokane

509-535-9517
STORE HOURS:
Mon - Sat 9a.m. - 6 p.m.

11410 E. Sprague * Spokane Valley
Behind Halpins
509-926-5054
STORE HOURS:

Mon - Sat 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Hope & Healing
Couwnseling Services
Marian Beaumier LICSW
483 0428 EMDR / Medicare Part B

S MAIN MARKET

i co-op

Spokane’s community
grocery store.

Everyone is welcome to shop * Anyone can be an owner

At Main Market Co-op we seek out high quality foods and
merchandise from local, organic & sustainable producers.
8am-8pm Monday-Saturday « 10am-6pm Sunday < Free Parking

44 W. Main - Spokane
458-COOP (2667) - www.mainmarket.coop

Building the Reign of God
Presented by Patrick McCormick

February 25-27, 2011
A retreat at

Spirit Center
Monastery of St. Gertrude
Cottonwood, Idaho

Hearing the cries of the
poor, God summoned
the Hebrews to a land
flowing with milk and

honey. Teaching his
disciples, Jesus prepared

a banquet for strangers

and outcasts. How do we
feed the hungry today?

Dr. Patrick McCormick is Professor of Religious Studies at

Gonzaga University. He has written four books including, A
Banqueter’s Guide to the All Night Soup Kitchen of the Kingdom
of God. He writes a monthly column for U.S. Catholic.

MORE INFO: www.Spirit-Center.org
EMAIL: retreat@StGertrudes.org  CALL: 208-962-2000
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Welcomes you to erperience the

2011 Northwest Bach Festival

- A musical legacy from great composers -
Gunther Schuller, Artistic Director
Tuesday, March 1, 2011 - 8pm

Chamber Music Concert conducted by Gunther Schuller
Before Bach and Beyond with Bonporti, Bach and Telemann
featuring Jason Moody, violin; John Bennett, violin; Keith Thomas, oboe;
William Berry, trumpet; with the Festival Chamber Ensemble
Jason Moody performs Adagio for Strings by Francesco Antonio Bonporti
Jason Moody and John Bennett perform J. S. Bach Concerto for 2 Violins in D Minor, BWV 1043
John Bennett and Keith Thomas perform J.S. Bach Concerto for Solo Violin,
Oboe and Harpsichord in C Minor, BWV 1060 (Re-composed)
William Berry peforms Concerto for Trumpet in D by Georg Philipp Telemann
Pre-concert talk by Dr. Jane Ellsworth of Eastern Washington University at 7:30pm

General Admission: $20 - Students: $12
St. Johns Cathedral ® 127 E. 12th Avenue at Grand Boulevard in Spokane

Saturday, March 5, 2011 - 8pm

Gunther Schuller conducts the Festival Orchestra and Chorus
Janet Brown, soprano; Katherine Growdon, mezzo
Rockland Osgood, zenor; Josh Haberman, counter tenor; Donald Wilkinson, baritone
Marc Antoine Charpentier, The Denial of St. Peter,
J.S. Bach Cantatas Gott ist mein Konig, BWV 71 (God is my King) and
Du, sollt Gott, deinen Herren, licben, BWV 77 (Thou shalt love the Lord thy God)
Felix Mendelssohn, Tu es Petrus.
Pre-concert talk by Dr. Jane Ellsworth of Eastern Washington University at 7:30pm

General Admission: $25 - Students: $15
St. Johns Cathedral » 127 E. 12th Avenue at Grand Boulevard in Spokane

Saturday, March 12, 2011 - 8pm
Piano Recital by Randall Hodgkinson

Grand prize winner of the International American Music Competition and Artist Member of Boston Chamber Music
Society, Hodgkinson’s program includes rarely-performed works selected by Gunther Schuller.
William Byrd, Pavan and Galliard, No. 6 *).S. Bach French Suite No. 5 in G Major, BWV 816
and Sonata for Keyboard in D Major, BW'V 963 * Carlos Seixas, Sonata for Harpsichord No. 17 in A Major
Padre Antonio Soler, Sonata for Harpsichord, No. 5
Pre-concert talk by Dr. Jane Ellsworth of Eastern Washington University at 7:30pm

General Admission: $20 - Students: $12
St. Johns Cathedral ® 127 E. 12th Avenue at Grand Boulevard in Spokane

3-concert General Admission Series Tickets $50 (a $65 value)

Get Festival tickets NOW at TicketsWest outlets or ticketswest.com.




hile deciding that he
wants to do ministry
with poor and marginal-

ized people, Josiah Brown, 20, has
experienced more urban ministry,
house building and African pov-
erty than many people experience
in a lifetime.

The theology major at Whit-
worth University says his minor
is life experience.

He’s inspired by a poem by a
Chicago panhandler that asserts:
“Dignity outlasts dollars.” He
heard the poem in San Francisco
on a mission trip to learn about
inner city missions.

“The more I experience urban
poverty, the more I realize charity
is about more than giving food
and money. It’s also about giving
dignity, looking people in the eyes
as equals. The least we can do is
to treat the poor people we meet
as human beings.

“To give money without giving
dignity is worse than doing noth-
ing,” he said. “It creates a cycle
of dependency.”

Josiah would like to see more
disciples emerge from the “pleth-
ora of believers” in churches.

“Many say they believe in Jesus
and God, but do not take the next
step to follow and live as Jesus
lived. For many Christians, faith
does not intersect with real life,
except for giving charity, doing
one or two acts of service or ral-
lying behind a hot-button issue,”
said Josiah, who is still discover-
ing what it means to follow Jesus
and live as he did.

“Christianity has become a
religion compartmentalized to
Sunday, not affecting how we live
on Monday,” he said, recogniz-
ing that’s often true for him, too.
“Christianity is more than belief.

“Part of it is to pray, read the
Bible, worship and study perspec-
tives of faith. Without connecting
with God and being in relationship
with Christ, it’s hard to go out and
treat the least of these as Christ
would,” said the Central Valley
High School graduate.

This fall, he earned college
credit in the Denver Urban Semes-
ter, run by Mile High Ministries.

For a sociology and theol-
ogy of the city class, he visited
neighborhoods of Denver to see
gentrification of formerly poor
areas, suburbanization of poverty
and ways urban sociology con-
nects to theology.

For a spiritual formation class,
he arranged housing and furniture
for refugees with the African
Community Center.

Josiah Brown explores the world of ministry.

Josiah said church youth
activities opened his eyes to the
world and “gave me a heart for
poor and marginalized people.”

Growing up in First Presby-
terian Church in Spokane, he
went on two week-long summer
junior high mission trips to San
Francisco’s Center for Student
Mission. Each day, they visited
different ministries—sorting food
or clothing at food or clothing
banks, serving food to homeless
people, and working with chil-
dren’s programs. Evenings, the
youth discussed the intersection
of faith and world issues.

He returned to work at the
center, arranging mission projects
each week for junior and senior
high groups in the summer after
his first year at Whitworth. Eve-
nings he helped them discuss their
experiences.

“By the third day, stereotypes
broke down, and youth began to
see with God’s eyes and heart,”
he said.

For three years in high school
and one in college, Josiah par-
ticipated in First Presbyterian’s
25-year-old spring break project,
building houses related to an or-
phanage in Tijuana, Mexico.

Each group of 10—of 60 to 100
each year—worked with families
to build a 12-by-24-foot wood
house in five days, so they built
six to 10 houses a year.

Knowing little Spanish, he had
limited interaction with people,
but learned about poverty in
Mexico.

Finding One’s Feet in Unfamiliar Terrain:
__ Cracking the Code(s)

Wednesday, Feb. 2, 7pm
Gonzaga University
‘Wolff Auditorium, Jepson Building

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

Cultural Codes of Communication...
what they are and how they shape communicative
and 11?;.

conduct in general

Influencing Culture by Changing You!

Learn how to succeed in unfamiliar situations

Even though they had little
money, the people were generous,
buying youth food and soda.

As a student leader, Josiah
helped his youth group raise
money for materials, travel and
living expenses there through let-
ters, auctions and car washes.

“These activities built com-
munity and commitment in our
group,” he said. “The trips were
fun, and strengthened our faith,
because we talked with each other
about what we were doing and
why. It gave me a sense that this
is what you do as a Christian.”

From elementary to high school
years, he also went to Camp Spal-
ding, and then was a counselor
with younger campers.

For another mission he did
four times in high school, he led
vacation Bible school for grade
school children in Westport,
Wash., a low-income fishing
community.

Since starting at Whitworth in
2008, Josiah has been the junior
high youth group leader at First
Presbyterian.
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Theology major immerses himself in urban, global and poverty ministries

In high school, he was part of
the Blood Water Mission, a group
started by a Whitworth graduate
at his church. He raised funds for
the program and mission trips.

His freshman year in college,
he and friends started the Clean
Blood Clean Water, now H,OPE
for Kenya. Intwo years, the group
raised $5,000 to build two wells
in Sub-Saharan Africa.

With En Cristo Club at Whit-
worth, he went with other students
once a week to a low-income
housing apartment complex
downtown. Visiting the same
floors each time, teams knock on
doors and offer food for lunch.
Some homebound residents in-
vite students in to talk. They
have built relationships over
time. Some teams take lunches
to and converse with people on
the streets.

He volunteered to build and
repair bikes at the Cool Water
Bike Shop at Cup of Cool Water’s
drop-in center during his sopho-
more year.

For Jan term 2010, Josiah took
a psychology class on “Poverty,
Hope and Altruism” in Tanzania.

In a fall psychology of poverty
class, he has learned how poverty
affects people and how stereo-
types psychologically reinforce
it. In Tanzania, nine Whitworth
students observed and discussed
those concepts.

They worked at the Baobab
Home for orphans, clearing land
and planting crops five days on a
farm they are developing to help
the orphanage be self-sustaining.

They learned about the slave
trade history and malaria.

Visiting a hospital one day,
they were in the children’s ward
when a child died of malaria.
Then they went to the hospital’s

research lab where they are work-
ing to develop a malaria vaccine.

“The research gave me hope,”
he said.

They spent a day with a family
and time at the orphanage, playing
with children and doing repairs
and painting.

“I connected with people,
because we learned some Swahilli
before going, and many speak
English,” he said.

In the rural poverty there, Josiah
saw a communal, slower culture.
People identify more with their
families than their jobs.

Because most Tanzanians are
poor, they are in solidarity and
joyful in worship, not impeded by
psychological poverty, he said.

The poor in America are more
aware they are poor, because few
around them are poor. They ex-
perience psychological poverty,
not meeting standards society has
set for them to provide for them-
selves and their families. Many
have lost hope in the system and
themselves, he said.

Josiah is able to take off his
junior year from Whitworth, be-
cause he has advanced-placement
credits from high school. He will
graduate next year on schedule.

Now he is a missionary ap-
prentice, serving in Mission in
Kaffrine, Senegal from January
through July. He will have three
months of cultural and language
study, before working with a mis-
sionary and living part of the time
with a family. He will explore
another culture for a longer time,
while he does evangelism and
humanitarian work.

After Senegal, he will join a
summer Christian Peacemaker
Team in Palestine and Israel.

For information, call 927-0948 or
email josiahbrownviii@gmail.com.

Maya Earth Coffee

Your congregation or nonprofit can raise funds
by co-marketing fair-trade, organic coffee
through Coffee with a Cause

509-768-3193 ¢ Toll free: 877-892-3193
coffee@mayaearthcoffee.com ¢ www.mayaearthcoffee.com

The School of Theology and Ministry
FIND YOUR FUTURE

“..,..-&-.... '.l‘

Join us and experience academic excellence,

spiritual formation and a psychotherapeutic

approach to human healing.

Earn a Master of Arts in Pastoral Counseling.
Help others find their path.

For MORE INFORMATION
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Community leaders celebrate, educate and rally for human rights

Continued from page 1
public conscience for 13 years,
influencing our conversations on
race and the nation’s multiracial
movement.

In Norway to receive the Nobel
Peace Prize, he was impressed by
the country’s universal health care
and free education. Today, we
need to realize if we cut education,
we will not be able to compete in
the world. If children from low-
income families do not receive
free breakfasts and lunches, how
can we teach book learning to
hungry children?

African-American students
have the highest dropout rates
locally and nationally. Dropouts
are living critics of society and
our educational system.

Dr. King may be invisible to
generations born after 1968. Some
have forgotten because he has
been airbrushed, reinterpreted,
packaged and repackaged by left
and right, liberals and conserva-
tives. He was a moral, philosophi-
cal, spiritual man, a father and
husband whose dream inspired
millions worldwide.

His nonviolence brought change
with love, not guns. The move-
ment for equality and justice
means political and social struc-
tures can exist for the common
good. We as a community can
reach the day of equality if we
care enough. We can reach out
to brothers and sisters who do not
look, dress or speak like us. If one
fails, we must help him or her.

Freda Gandy, director of the
Martin Luther King, Jr., Family
Outreach Center:

Dr. King lived an extraordi-
nary life, following the call to
social justice. He reminded us
that injustice and silence are not
compatible, because an oppressor
does not voluntarily give freedom.
He challenged us not to judge by
skin color but to ask what we are
doing for others.

Elder Jimmy Pierce, Spokane
Ministers Alliance president:

I thank God for the magnitude
of the influence today of Dr. King
who graduated from high school
at 15 and went on to earn a doc-
toral degree. His speeches and
books still move people to act.

His character stands out. Repu-
tation is who people think some-
one is. Character is who someone
is. A person of character stays in
the kitchen when the heat turns up,
even when others say to get out. A
person of character would neither
quit nor act in vengeance.

Dr. King unified people who
wanted to go their separate ways
to go forward united.

Catholic Bishop Blase Cupich:

In a speech given at Western
Michigan University in advance
of the civil rights legislation

N

Ivan Bush shows the street sign for Martin Luther King Jr Way.

Rabbi Michael Goldstein, Howard Glass and Bishop Blase Cupich at
the commemoration service at Holy Temple Church of God in Christ.

debate in 1963, King insightfully
noted that “morality cannot be
legislated but behavior can be
regulated. Judicial decrees may
not change the heart, but they can
restrain the heartless.”

These words have much to
teach us in our time. They remind
us ... that those with ideals must
also be real. They remind us of the
need for society to craft laws that
are just and protect the vulnerable,
lest both justice and the weak fall
through the cracks of an imperfect
human system. They also call us,
as did his example, to appreciate
the importance of leadership and
personal witness.

Dr. King called the adult world
to take responsibility for promot-
ing the common good by using
legislative tools of government,
[and] coming together in families,
neighborhoods, volunteer organi-
zations and religious communities
to build unity, especially when
forces conspire to divide us.

Rabbi Michael Goldstein of
Temple Beth Shalom

Praise God’s name that our na-
tion has moved so far from racism
and gross intolerance. The brav-
ery, tenacity and vision of Dr. King
and religious and civic leaders who
stood with him brought an end to
segregation and greater equality to
cities, both North and South.

His message brought the Bible
alive as he spoke truth to power
as Moses spoke to Pharaoh. We
have much to celebrate. Much has
changed. We have come far, but
we mourn that racism still exists
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Leanving for Life

Not Just US: Being the Church
in a Global Communion

2 An ecumenical continuing theological education

c; and lifelong learning event for clergy and laity.

Tuesday, March 1
9 am-noon, 1-3 pm - Salem Lutheran - 1428 W. Broadway

Rev. Dr. Karen Bloomquist
Theologian, pastor and administrator committed to preparing the people of God to
discern and work together to do the church’s mission and ministry in pluralistic contexts.

$75 regular - $60 new to ministry / retired - $30 for two lay people

The Northern Rockies Institute of Theology
2415 - 13th Ave. So. - Great Falls MT 59405 - www.nrit.org

and too often people judge others
by skin color, family name or ac-
cent. We cannot assume that all
has been addressed when there is
not equal access to food, housing
or health care.

People can get guns too easily.
There is still hate and extreme
language in political discourse that
make us cry in anguish and pain.
Dr. King called us to nonviolence.

Jews are reading now of the
Exodus of our ancestors who
came out of Egypt and plunged
into the churning waters of the
Red Sea. We need leaders, but
also must be prepared to jump
into the churning water. We need
to take responsibility and march
forward. Let us walk together to
repudiate extreme language and
address problems with dialogue
not demagoguery.

We need to walk Dr. King’s
way, hand in hand, lifting up our
brothers and sisters in need. Let
our feet walk to end suffering and
sacrifice. Letus do our fair share,
pay our fair share and then we will
have reason to celebrate. Mourn-
ing will be a thing of the past.

At the Unity rally, Ivan held
up a street sign: “We have a
street, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Way, because of you,” he said,
inviting people to chant: “Ain’t
no power but the power of the
people, cause the power of the
people don’t stop.”

“The street,” he said, “is a testi-

Paper[Zit3

125 S. Arthur
Spokane, WA 99202
(509) 535-0229
(800) 753-0229

* Paper by the ream

« Largest selection of colors,
designs & weights in the area

+ Case discounts

+ Wedding invitations & bulletins

* Preprinted papers including all
holiday papers

* Envelopes in a large variety
of sizes

* Mention this ad and receive
10% off on Mondays

mony of what we can do together.
Dr. King believed in faith, family
and education. In recognition of
his value of education, the street
will run through the Riverpoint
Education District.”

Spokane County Commissioner
Mark Richard:

Living 46 years in Spokane, I
find more awareness, tolerance
and respect than there was when
I was a child. There is also more
culture—music, arts, food and
events involving people from dif-
ferent cultures who live here. We
have grown. We also have hatred,
bigotry and injustice.

It’s sad that in 2011 there are
acts of violence and people still
judge others by the color of their
skin rather than the content of
their hearts. In 2011, we need to
act. We need to take ownership.
Dr. King said our lives begin to
end when we are silent.

When we hear hate and intol-
erance—even from friends and
family—we need to challenge it.
When we see injustice, we need
to demand justice. When we see
goodness, we need to thank our
brothers and sisters, and celebrate
the goodness. We have come a
long way, and we have a long
way to go.

Three new higher education
leaders spoke.

Christian Johnson, chancellor
and president of the Commu-
nity College District:

The words of this American
hero inspired us 48 years ago to
be a better America. He called us
to live our dreams and to have the

recycling hot line: 625.6800
www.solidwaste.org

courage and tough-mindedness
we need to speak out. Education
is the equalizer. America needs
education more now than ever.

Greg Orwig, speaking on behalf
of Beck Taylor, president of
Whitworth University:

As we honor Dr. King and com-
mit ourselves to his unfinished
work, we need education. He
refined his God-given gifts with
the hard work of education, so
when the moment came for him
to speak truth to the world, he
was ready.

We, too, must educate our-
selves, not only about the world
but also about one another, so
that when our moment comes,
we are ready...ready to know the
truth and speak it with grace in a
world where truth and grace are in
desperately short supply.

Thane McCulloh, president of
Gonzaga University:

Dec. 5, 1955, the evening of the
bus boycott, Dr. King struggled
with the morality of a boycott.
He thought it might be wrong and
dangerous. Then he remembered
Thoreau saying: “We can no
longer lend our cooperation to an
evil system.” Dr. King decided if
they protested with courage, dig-
nity and Christian love, historians
would have to pause.

Dr. King was the Gandhi of our
nation and the Moses of our time.
There is an urgency that now is
the time for justice to be delivered
to all God’s children. We are all
God’s children and all have the
choice for peace, justice, freedom
and equality.

Spokane Regional
Solid Waste Systern

&

EXPLORE, EXAMINE, EXPECT EXCELLENCE

: Master of Arts

in Religious Studies

Concentrations in: Biblical Studies, Spirituality,

and Systematic Theology

For more information contact:
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Gonzaga University
502 E. Boone Ave.
Spokane, WA 99258-0057
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t the Martin Luther King,
Jr., commemoration and
rally in Spokane, the Rev.

Leslie Braxton of New Begin-
nings Christian Fellowship in
Tacoma, called for moral leader-
ship in the 21st century.

“We are experiencing a shift
in world power from the West to
the East and from the North to the
South,” he said. “The economies
and populations of Western and
Northern nations are stagnant
and are declining. Economies are
booming for those in the Third
World. The two most populous
nations are China and India.”

Braxton reported that at the start
of the 20th century, 80 percent of
Christians were white and in the
North and West. At the start of
the 21st century, 80 percent of
Christians are black or brown and
in the South and East.

He described the early 20th
century as the birth of modernity,
with inventions of airplanes and
cars, and with antibiotics promis-
ing control of diseases.

While some portrayed science
and religion as enemies, Dr. King
said both have arole: Science in-
vestigates to find “how.” Religion
interprets and talks about “who
and why,” Braxton said.

“In modernity, we gained mas-
tery over our lives and environ-
ment. Ifit’s cold outside, we can
be warm inside,” he said.

Early in the 20th century, he
pointed out, slavery had ended,
but was revisited in colonialism.
Europeans moved inland from
outposts on the coast of Africa
because they found diamonds,
palm oil and other resources.

Colonial powers carved Africa
into colonies, exploiting the land
and labor of indigenous people
to enrich and hyper-develop the
mother country, leaving indig-
enous people, cultures and econo-
mies devastated, Braxton said.

“In the 20th century, the color
line was challenged. In the 21st
century, economic lines are drawn
in a battle between haves and
have-nots, but some falsely use
battles of race and religion to gain
power and access to resources,”
he said. “Western powers, seek-
ing resources, impose their pres-
ence in the Arab and Asian world
where they are not wanted.

“With the military and eco-
nomic shift from the West and
North, countries in the East and
South are taking control over their
own resources and becoming new
military and economic powers.

“We need moral leaders to
help us navigate through troubled
waters,” Braxton said. “Dr. King’s
vision saves us from ourselves.
He helps us define the struggle
and use ethical tactics, so we do
not fight the wrong fights. Racial,

Leslie and Sheila Braxton

religious and gender wars are not
about race, religion or gender. Dr.
King reminded us that we are one
common humanity.

“The speech of immoral leaders
is full of “you people’ and ‘taking
our nation back,’” he said. “It
vilifies people to desensitize us to
what those in power do to us.

“Dr. King reminded us that we
are more similar than dissimilar.
He reminded us that in a world of
conflict, we must always choose
nonviolence over violence. With
the catastrophic power of weap-
ons today, the choice is between
nonviolence or non-existence.”

In the recent tragedy in Tuscon,
he sees the wrong debate between
the political right and left. He
sees blame used to avoid com-
mon-sense gun laws to prevent
someone with a mental illness
from getting a gun and to prevent
access to assault weapons.

He said there has been a “trail of
tears” from gunfire since the auto-
matic weapons ban, which passed
in 1994, expired in 2004.

“Attempts to pass a new assault
weapons ban have been stopped,
because the National Rifle As-
sociation has bought Republicans
and Democrats in Congress.
Concerned about being re-clected,
they lack moral courage, even
after Columbine, Virginia Tech
and now Tuscon,” he said.

Braxton thinks Americans love
guns more than they love God:
“American culture is steeped with
violence, so the right to a gun
seems to be a sacred right.”

He explained that the Second
Amendment was put in the Bill
of Rights when colonial settlers
needed guns to prevent a recon-
quest by the British Empire, to
protect themselves from attacks
from Native Americans whose
land they stole, and to protect
them against insurrection of en-
slaved black people.

“We need moral leaders, willing

to risk not being re-elected, so we
can put in place common-sense
gun laws,” he asserted.

Then he pointed out that “our
goal in relationships needs to be
reconciliation, not conquest. Dr.
King said we are to reconcile with
our brothers and sisters. There is
gridlock in Washington, D.C., be-
cause everyone is trying to defeat
the other side. Compromise sug-
gests something about the other
side is legitimate.”

Being reconciled does not
mean going back to the old re-
lationship, he said, but going in
faith into a new relationship of
brotherhood and sisterhood—with
people of all races living together
with all their needs met.

Praising Dr. King’s compelling
message of hope—former slaves
and slave owners, blacks and
whites sitting and working togeth-
er—Braxton said when people
feel helpless, they feel hopeless
and may act in self-destructive
ways or may hurt others.

“Because there is still hatred,
we must continue to teach our
children. The world will not im-
prove if we let it be,” he said.

While civil rights songs were
about hope, mega-millionaire
singers today fill children’s heads
with fatalist messages that: “I’ll
always be a victim,” “it ain’t my
fault,” “I try so hard” or “trouble
follows me.”

“My father, stepfather and
brother went to prison. Their
choices did not have to be mine.
I was determined to make some-
thing out of my life,” he said.

People become fearful and
think everyone is angry—fearing
immigrants will take their jobs;
opposing a mosque that had been
in New York City for 30 years,
concerned about gays serving
openly in the military.

While there is now a Jew,
a black, an Hispanic and two
women on the Supreme Court, he
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Celebrate Fat Tuesday
Jazz Mass

Damn Keberle
Jazz Orchestra amd St. Mark’s Cheoir

by

Tuesday, March 8 - 7 p.mn.
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
24th & Grand Bivd.

Preacher: Rev. Betsy Mo@e@ of Hamblen Park Presbyterian

The tradition of Fat Tuesday (Shrove Tuesday) is to feast on fat things before the lean weeks of Lent.
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Moral leaders give hope that fuels efforts for freedom, justice, peace

said it’s not enough.

“We need moral leaders to give
us hope when we are anxious, so
we can live in liberation, pros-
perity and justice,” Braxton said.
“This is the land of African Amer-
icans, Asian Americans, Native
Americans, Latin Americans and
European Americans—one com-
mon humanity, so our means must
be consistent with our ends.”

At the rally, he shared concern
about the suicide and homicide
rate among young people—a
generation with more material
things than previous generations,
but with more chaos inside.

“We can decide to hang in. Dr.
King came over the way of tears
with people trod on by the system,
singing not to let anyone turn
them around,” he said.

“Is the next generation ready
to deal with war and peace, the
common good and everyone
having enough to eat? Dr. King
said the young need to be serious
about serious things while they are

GONZAGA INSTITUTE FOR HATE STUDIES
SPONSORS

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HATE STUDIES:
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Understanding the Nature of Hate,
Crafting Models for Combating Hatred, and Implications for Practice
April 6 - 9, 2011
Early Registration Deadline: February 28, 2011
For more information, visit www.gonzaga.edu/hatestudies
509-313-3665 or hatestudies@gonzaga.edu

young. He was 26 when he began
to re-landscape the nation.

“Change comes from the
bottom up; gridlock and recalci-
trance from the top down. Change
comes from those who live as they
ought, not as it is or was,” he said,
pointing out that the young sat
at lunch counters, rode busses,
crossed bridges, gathered on cam-
puses to end the war in Vietnam
and elected John F. Kennedy, who
started the Peace Corps and put
men on the moon.

“I encourage the young to grab
the message of hope and believe
they can make a difference. To do
that, they need education so they
have the tools,” Braxton said.

“We need to change minds.
We need young people to force
the nation to move forward and
not fall back into bigotry,” he
said. “Dr. King kept believing,
praying, marching and working so
the world would be better.”

For information, email braxton-
ministries@gmail.com.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION
Providing Help. Creating Hope.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
INCREDIBLE SUPPORT OF
OUR 2010 CHRISTMAS
COLLECTION.

Your assistance allows us to continue
to serve the most marginalized in
our community and we

are deeply grateful.

To learn more log onto:

www.CatholicCharitiesSpokane.org

Catholic Charities

ar\
Spokane
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Bishop says people can live beyond fear into hope that inspires action

Knowing her son might down-
play a concern, the 87-year-old
mother of Bishop Jim Waggoner,
Jr., of the Episcopal Diocese of
Spokane, said in an early morning
phone call, “Don’t try to tell me
there was no bomb in Spokane!”

“There was a bomb, but it didn’t
go off,” he reassured.

A friend standing near where
the bomb was found has yet to
be reassured, Jim said. He was
traumatized by how close he was
to death, so he was “too shaky” to
join those gathered for the Eastern
Washington Legislative Confer-
ence the Saturday after the bomb
was found at Main and Washing-
ton, targeting the Martin Luther
King, Jr., Day Unity March.
While all ended well, the com-
munity has been shaken, too.

“There is reason to be fearful.
There are daily threats of terror-
ism. A Congresswoman was shot

at a supermarket. There was a
bomb in Spokane,” Jim said in
remarks at the Jan. 22 conference
held at the Cathedral of St. John.

The theme was “Beyond the
Climate of Fear: Empowering the
Faith Community to Act.”

“The climate of fear is real and
powerful. We know what fear can
do. It can shut us down, shut us
up or shut us out. It can make us
stop and withdraw. It can cause us
not to be the people we are called
to be and know we are called to
be,” Jim said.

“We’re here at this event to
make another response. We know
we can go and see beyond the
climate of fear. We believe we
can move beyond the climate of
fear. We want to live beyond the
limits of fear and help others do
the same. It’s who we are and who
we are called to be.”

Isaiah calls for the people of

Bishop Jim Waggoner, Jr.

Israel to loose the fetters of in-
justice and set free those who are
crushed, he said, referring to the
text that was part of worship re-
sources for the Week of Prayer for

Jim Mohr says faith can dissipate fears

“Fear has a value. It warns of
danger,” said Jim Mohr, chair of
Gonzaga University’s Institute of
Hate Studies.

Discussing moving beyond a
climate of fear to a climate of
empowering action, he told partic-
ipants in the recent Eastern Wash-
ington Legislative Conference in
Spokane that “moving beyond
fear” is not about eliminating
fear but of shifting from making
decisions based on fear to making
decisions based on faith.

He asked participants to visual-
ize a political pundit, state legisla-
tor, philosophy or law that made
them fearful. He encouraged
them to sense how they felt—a
knot in the stomach, stiff shoul-
ders or wanting to shout.

Then Jim asked them to em-
brace the person or idea in love,
feeling God’s compassion flow
through them, and feeling the
stiffness and knot dissipate.

“I have you do this visualization
exercise so you know how your
body experiences fear, hate, anger
and rage,” he said. “We need to
recognize those feelings so we can
go beyond fear in making deci-
sions and know how love feels so
we can move away from fear.

“We spend too much time think-
ing that what we fear is outside of
ourselves. We spend too much
time thinking that if only someone
else or something else changed,
our fear could vanish,” he said.
“I do not believe this. Fear is a
part of us and we decide what we
fear and do not fear. If we bring
the person or policy within us, the
fear vanishes and we can give in
to hospitality. As we recognize
what our fear tastes, smells, feels,
sounds and looks like, we learn
how to move into our fear.”

Lakota Sioux teach people to
face into a storm, as a buffalo does
with its broad head and protective
fur coat, and to charge through it.
If the buffalo runs away, the storm

Season of Non-Violence

Seven-Week Book Study on
Beyond Forgiveness:
Reflections on Atonement
by Phil Cosineau

Begins Thursday, Feb. 3
6-8 p.m. - Center for Spiritual Living
2825 E. 33rd Ave. - Spokane

534-1011

Jim Mohr

(fear) keeps chasing it and will
exhaust and overcome it.

“We need to move beyond fear,
violence, greed and hate. Faith is
our natural inclination that brings
us through storms. The faith com-
munity makes us ready to stand up
for what is right,” Jim said.

“Fear tempts us. It takes root
and lives in our head and hearts,
fed by media rich with entertain-
ment rather than enlightenment. It
is fed by religion that seeks wealth
and power more than salvation,”
he said. “Our spirits of love, hope
and compassion shrink when that
happens. Fear, hate, bigotry and
paranoia move in, blinding our
ability to work on solutions.”

Soon people fall victim to fear
and become its slave in making
decisions, he said.

“We believe spending trillions
on military is better than spend-
ing on education, infrastructure
or care for the vulnerable in our
society,” Jim said. “While we
protect ourselves from threats
that exist in our heads, but not in
reality, we ignore other threats

that are more dangerous.”

Jim believes faith can free
people from enslavement to fears
through six strengths faith com-
munities teach:

* Self awareness enables peo-
ple to move into and beyond
their fear—to light a candle in
the darkness. The fruits of the
spirit—love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, gentleness
and self-control—can bring light
to dark parts of one’s mind and
heart where fear lives.

* A deep trust in God means
people of faith are not alone, but
work through their fear, knowing
God is with them.

* Hope means people can move
forward into a storm. It is a posi-
tive, visionary belief in what will
be, transforming people to act in
courage and resist despair.

* Forgiveness frees people from
the prison of fear, anger and ven-
geance without ignoring wrongs.
It allows people to break the cycle
of hate and violence to secure
justice, so they are spirit-centered
not fear-centered.

* The ability to focus on oth-
ers’ needs overcomes fear. Be-
ing other-centered helps people
realize that those with different
ideas have needs, humanity and
dignity.

« Faith gives people power over
fear and can transform thinking so
actions are spirit-based, making
room for love, cooperation and
justice.

With these strengths, Jim said,
the faith community can protest,
teach others and talk to elected
officials.

Jim urged participants to speak
out, act ethically and “bring God’s
justice to the world.”

Providence
Center for Faith

& Healing

Dedicated to the
integration of health
care and spiritnality

w- PROVIDENCE
Sacred Heart
Medical Center &
Children’s Hospital

For more information, visit

www.phc.org/spiritualresources

Action
Recycling

911 E. Marietta

TOP PRICES
HONEST WEIGHT

aluminum
brass
copper
stainless
newspapers

483-4094

Christian Unity, used as the basis
for a time of worship setting the
stage for the conference.

“We have work to do, changes
to make and we are called to do
it,” he said. “A difference, to be
a difference, must make a real
difference. We can wish things
will get better, but a wish does not
make a difference.”

There are people in the commu-
nity, such as the Rev. Percy Happy
Watkins, whom the Washington
Association of Churches honored
with an award for his leadership in
justice, who “have shown us the
way,” Jim said.

“Not one of us is fearless, nor
does any one have all the answers,
but we have each other,” he said,
calling those who met and shared
during the day to “do what we
have to do.”

Jim reminded that Jesus told his
followers not to be afraid.

The Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity, recognizing the unity

of Christian churches, also re-
quires interfaith ties and respect
“as sisters and brothers of the
same creator.”

That means that people can
live beyond fear and be people of
hope, part of the “new heaven and
earth God created.”

“When things look bleak, hope
sees more,” Jim said. “Hope is a
concrete call to act in an adventur-
ous, persuasive way.”

He told about a recent Leader-
ship Spokane gathering remind-
ing leaders being trained that the
word, “Spokane,” means “chil-
dren of the sun.”

“Every day we identify our-
selves as those who walk in the
light and are called to be bearers
of light,” he said. “We as a com-
munity are called to be children of
the sun, living beyond the climate
of fear. As Isaiah said, ‘Then light
will break forth like the sun.” With
God’s help, may that be so.”

For information, call 624-3191.

Do you value this voice?

Your donations and ads make it possible.

PLEASE SHARE IN THIS VENTURE!
Send support to The Fig Tree © 1323 S. Perry St. * Spokane, WA 99202

Daybreak Youth Services

Chemical dependency treatment

for youth to 18 years old.

Outpatient and residential treatment
Daybreak relies on financial support from churches, individuals and agencies.

927-1991 * 11711 E. Sprague, D-4 ¢ Spokane, WA 99206

Christian, Buddhist, Jewish, Latter-Day Saints and
Hindu panel shares perspectives on

Family and Faith
Sunday, Feb. 27 - 5-7:30 p.m.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
2721 E. 63rd Ave. - Spokane
Second in series of discussions on different faith paths
offered by the Interfaith Council

CALL 534-1011

_ ﬂw your Speci:al one
B a gift of music this
Valentine’s Day!

Fxperence the romance of great music by
{ mEm and Schumann with ‘\Iumc Direcror
Fckart Preu and the Spokane Symphony.

Saturday, February 12 - 8 p.m.
Sunday, February 13 - 3 p.m.

Martiy Wornson THEATER AT THE FOox

Add a lonp-stenmed rose and a small boxe of
chocolate by Bloem fo your ficket purchase
Sor just $T0.

Tickets and Information 509-624-1200
www.spokanesymphony.org

Music Director

SPUHhH[/‘égSTMFHDH‘f

IMMACULATE HEART
RETREAT CENTER




Given the state’s $4.6 billion
budget shortfall, tax cuts and
widening economic disparity,
Shar Lichty of the Peace and
Justice Action League of Spokane
(PJALS), Erica Scott of Voices for
Opportunity, Income, Child Care,
Education and Support (VOICES),
and Nadine Van Stone of Catholic
Charities shared in a workshop
on economic injustice during the
recent Eastern Washington Legis-
lative Conference.

In its work for peace, justice
and human rights, economic
issues are among the priorities
as PJALS launches a “Bring
Our Billion$ Home” campaign
to inform citizens of the need to
shift spending from military to
job creation.

Shar is appalled that the gov-
ernor’s all-cuts budget targets the
state’s most vulnerable people—
children, seniors, disabled and
low-income people.

She said some cuts are counter-
productive to reducing spending.
For example, to cut $1 of food
stamps from the budget takes
$1.75 out of the economy from
funds that would circulate through
stores and into jobs.

As the grandmother of a healthy
13-month-old grandchild, Shar
knows what cuts in prenatal care
would mean. Her daughter had
health insurance and good prena-
tal health care.

“The solution to the budget
shortfall,” she said, “is to rebuild
the economy, not make cuts that
have a ripple effect.

“The last two years, Washing-
ton cut $5 billion from its budget,
but there are 500 tax loopholes
that benefit big business and mean
aloss of $6.5 billion in tax income
to the state,” she explained.

Despite funds spent to bail out
Wall Street banks, banks did not
pass the bailout on to help those
behind on mortgages.

“The loopholes exist at the
expense of the most vulnerable
as education, health care and in-
home care for seniors are cut,”
Shar said. “In addition, hundreds
of millions of dollars are lost in
tax evasion.”

Bring the Billion$ Home is part
of a local, state and national call
for people to see the local losses
from the U.S. spending $1.1
trillion on wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Organizers say Eastern
Washington’s share would be $2.1
billion that could have been spent
on health care, student grants,
education, renewable energy, vet-
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Three groups 1nv1te awareness and actlon for economic justice

Nadine Van Stone, Erica Scott and Shar Lichty share concerns about economic justice.

erans’ care or job creation.

“The campaign seeks to shift
our priorities. We do not have
a budget problem but a problem
with priorities and values,” Shar
said. “Closing tax loopholes will
require a two-thirds majority in
the legislature, so we need to let
legislators know our priorities are
health care, education and jobs.”

PJALS is planning a Peace and
Economic Justice Action Con-
ference on Friday and Saturday,
March 18 and 19, at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Spokane,
4340 W. Fort Wright Dr.

Erica said VOICES will par-
ticipate in CHANGE 2012, a
Spokane campaign modeled after
the national Equal Voices for
America’s Families to empower
families living in poverty to be
civically engaged.

CHANGE stands for Creating
Hope to Achieve Needed Growth
for Everyone. Spokane has a
nearly 18 percent poverty rate,
one of the highest in the state,
but a low percent of low-income
people voted in the last election.

“Often people living in poverty
lack time and resources to vote as
they struggle to meet basic needs
in a society that systematically
lacks resources for the poor,” she
said, “but families in poverty need
to be engaged to show legislators
there are options besides eliminat-
ing social services.

“Research shows that more
people are empowered to vote
when they have opportunities
to facilitate conversations with
families living in similar situa-
tions about common concerns,”
Erica said.

Take Ti ime to F eed Your Soul

healing and wholeness

and for all humanity
Time: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $15 per session
(Fee assistance available)

Apr. 13 - The meaning of love in the Christian religion

1016 N Supel ior St. Spolume, WA

The Power of Love

Facilitated by the Staff and Friends of SJFC
Wednesdays: Feb. 9, March 2, April 13
The Power of Love will invite you to see the beauty of
love in your personal life and in the world.
Feb. 9 - How different faces of love embellish our lives
Mar. 2 - How the journey of the heart can lead toward

RSVP TODAY

(509) 483-6495 « www.sjfconline.org

Most of the effort informs
communities how legislation af-
fects their families, friends and
neighborhoods. People need to
join others to have a voice in the
legislative process, she said, and
to understand they can vote to
improve their quality of life.

Many who were convicted of
felonies mistakenly think they can
never vote again, but their voting
rights are restored once they com-
plete probation and parole.

She believes the lack of revenue
for the state budget is from a lack
of jobs, which limits the ability
of people to work their way out
of generational poverty.

CHANGE 2012 will meet at 6
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 3, at 905 W.
Riverside, Suite 304.

Nadine, who is involved with
direct services to women at Cath-
olic Charities’ St. Margaret’s

(Just Trade

fairly traded
crafts from
around
the world
inside
Brused Books
235 E. Main
Pullman, WA
509-334-7898
Mon-Fri 11 am-6 pm
kSm‘ 10-6, Sun 12-5J

| (509) 924-6161

| 17121 E 8th Ave

Spokane Valley WA 99016
www.good-sam.com

L @ . All faiths or beliefs are welcome. 2007-G1376

Shelter in Spokane, is part of a
coalition advocating for legisla-
tive changes that will affect the
lives of those she serves.

The Housing Trust Funds are
a priority because they provide
funds to build buildings like St.
Margaret’s 120,000 square-foot
shelter in 2000.

“When the government changed
from welfare to Temporary Assis-
tance to Needy Families (TANF),
the idea was that TANF assistance
would last just 60 months or five
years, so families would use itas a
stepping stone,” Nadine said.

The time limit has not been en-
forced in Washington. Few fami-

lies have gone off, because tran-
sitional services were not there to
move them to independence, she
said. The end of January, some
families will lose $100 of their
$500 monthly assistance.

They were told Jan. 19, but
needed to inform the Spokane
Housing Authority so it could
adjust the amount they would pay
for housing—based on a third of
their income.

“We need local solutions by
faith, business and social service
communities, along with people
affected,” Nadine said. “We need
to advocate for legislation.”

One example of a local solu-
tion is the Spokane Community
Warehouse, which St. Marga-
ret’s started to pick up donated
furniture and deliver it to fami-
lies needing furniture. Since it
opened last year, it has served
250 households and has created
job opportunities.

St. Margaret’s also opened a
boutique, The Pearl, to provide
clothing for homeless women.

Other local solutions could
come from the city and county
cooperating to use funding more
effectively, such as funds passed
in 2008 to help end homelessness,
Nadine said.

Participants in the workshop
called for formation of a coali-
tion of groups working to address
hunger, homelessness and poverty
to lead a coordinated effort.

For information, call 838-7870
(PJALS), 326-4135 (VOICES) or
624-9788 (St. Margaret’).

Find your "Point of Inspiration" at

N-SID-SEN

Camp & Conference Center

Year-round facility—270 acres & 4,800 feet of waterfront
on the east shore of Lake Coeur d'Alene.

Lake-side chapel

Hiking trails

Open for non-profit groups from 16 to 160
Two retreat lodges with all facilities
Fourteen cabins with baths down the trail

Open-air pavilion for worship, dance or programs
Sheltered cove for swimming and boat moorage
Excellent food service, served family style
Canoes and sailboats available

Adventure challenge course
Volleyball, basketball and horseshoes

Call 1-800-448-3489 to reserve your date
for retreats, seminars, workshops or fellowship!
Come and catch the spirit!

/be%tory to be told.‘

isdom to be learned.

veryone is someone.

They are our mothers. Our fathers.
Ourselves. People who have come to see
life for the remarkable journey it has been
and that is still to come. People who -
better than anyone - can help us all find
meaning and purpose.

As the nation’s largest not-for-profit
provider of senior care and services, we
believe everyone deserves to feel loved and
valued and to be treated with dignity. No
matter who that person may be.
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A Spokesman-Review article, “Human
rights dialogue revs up,” pointed out that
Eastern Washington has no central anti-hate
alliance, such as the Kootenai County Task
Force on Human Relations.

The former Spokane Christian Coalition
had started the Interstate Task Force on
Human Relations, but when the task force
succeeded in forming the Spokane Human
Rights Commission, it phased out.

While there is not one organization, there
have been several over the years. For a
while, an ad hoc group gathered various
groups to share what they were doing.

Several organizations have come and
gone as their leaders have come and gone:
Churches Against Racism, the Task Force
on Race Relations led by Gonzaga and
the city, its Congress on Race Relations,
Camp PEACE training youth on bigotry,
and the Spokane Council of Ecumenical
Ministries.

There are some enduring voices: the
NAACP, Gonzaga’s Institute of Hate Stud-

Letters to the editor can inform and

Dr. Seuss’s If I Ran the Zoo 1is a favorite
with three generations of my family, and
it comes to mind occasionally when I’'m
reading the letters to the editor columns in
various publications.

At their best, letters to the editor add
to our store of information about issues,
events and specific individuals or groups
as writers inform us about effects of events
or policies that we might not have thought
of, point us toward organizations working
in areas we are interested in or lead us to
further sources of information.

At their worst, some letters to the editor
are equivalent to attack ads that are now
spilling over from political campaigns into
our everyday lives.

- &

As groups and leaders change, work fo

ies, the Peace and Justice Action League of
Spokane, the Martin Luther King Family
Outreach Center, Unity in the Community
organizers—AHANA and Community-
Minded Enterprises—and The Fig Tree,
which shares those voices and more.

Another dynamic is that we have just
experienced a major shift in community
leadership. We have a new Catholic bishop,
anew rabbi, anew PJALS director and new
higher education leaders. Other agency
leadership changes regularly. We keep up
with the turnover in congregations, minis-
tries, nonprofits, government agencies and
business leaders as we prepare each new
annual Resource Directory.

There is a need for new and old leaders to
gather and find their voice for these times.
There is also need for regular avenues to
come together to express that common
voice.

e The Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
events—reported in this issue and bypassed
by other media because the content is

How many of us look first at the name
at the bottom of the letter, maybe read the
first sentence and decide to skip it because
we could almost recite verbatim previous
tirades by that writer?

For a few days after the shooting attack
in Tucson, letters in publications I looked
at seemed more measured and quiet. Hopes
for restraint, however, are being dashed.

Recognizing that selecting letters for
publication is a balancing act at best and
opens the selector to outraged threats at
worst, I have some modest proposals for
editors, writers who want to be taken seri-
ously and readers. If I ran the selection
process, here’s what I would do.

If aletter is a rebuttal to a previously pub-

Editorial Reflections

—

“regular” and the bomb was “unusual”—
are powerful voices and draw large crowds
that include children and youth. It’s a way
to educate the next generation about the
ongoing struggle for civil and human rights,
justice and peace.

¢ Unity in the Community is a regular
summer gathering to build cross-cultural
understanding and awareness.

* Gonzaga’s Institute for Hate Studies
is planning an international conference in
April.

* The NAACP chapter in Spokane also
keeps alert to injustices.

Are these and other channels for advocat-
ing human rights enough? Not until peace,
justice and equality are ingrained in our
hearts, communities, laws and society.

Do we need an ecumenical organization
to draw together clergy and laity to share
common concerns, speak on issues and
provide education and networking?

Organizers of the Martin Luther King,
Jr.,Day events called for the next generation

E
r human rights continues

to step into leadership so that what is al-
ready happening can be built on with fresh
approaches. Younger leaders are heading
more area nonprofits and institutions.

While new leaders first focus on learning
about their organizations/congregations,
on strategic plans and on survival in these
economic times, they need to connect with
each other and with established leaders to
find where they can continue collaborative
action, develop new approaches and give
voice on local-to-global concerns.

It’s also up to media to keep up with the
changes, to know the community and keep
up with the continual need for relationship
building with the various voices.

Do we need a new group to form? Do we
need new leaders to find their roles in the
many organizations in place? A mix of old
and young is helpful for the next generation
who might be discouraged that the task is
not done and vigilance is still needed.

Mary Stamp
Editor

enlighten, rather than inflaming

lished letter, it should be shorter than the
original, and this rule should apply to each
successive exchange. A string of rebuttals
produces so much smoke you can’t even
see the mirrors, much less the logic. Many
professional journals use this rule.

“I have heard that” should raise the
question of whether the writer is reporting
rumor or fact.

Words or phrases that put down or bait a
entire group of people should disqualify a
letter or article from publication. Unless an
entire group has been interviewed in depth,
the assertion that what “those people” think
do or say is a meaningless statement.

A writer who uses vague generalities
such as “most Americans” or unfounded

Sounding éoard |

statistics such as “studies have shown”
should be asked for specifics.

It is safe to disregard a letter or article
that repeats, word for word, the attack mail-
ing that arrived in yesterday’s mail.

Here is a suggestion for all of us: Check
with web sites or reference sources that
provide reliable information.

FactCheck.org provides a source of
information which also asks readers to
tell them about material that needs to be
checked. Snopes.com checks out rumors,
urban legends and such. Googling “fact
check” will yield a list of web sites on a
variety of subjects.

Nancy Minard
Editor

Advocacy Tools |

>
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Ecumenical advocates set eight priorities related to faith principles

Even though it’s hard for many people
in churches today to find their voices out
of fear of offending, Alice Woldt, direc-
tor of the Washington Association of
Churches (WAC), challenged participants
at the recent Eastern Washington Legisla-
tive Conference with a reminder from the
United Church of Christ slogan: “God is
still speaking.”

“We need to find our voices. Silence
is not golden,” she
said. “The challenge
is to figure out how
to communicate, So
we can tap into our
shared values and can
educate media, policy
makers and govern-
ment workers.

“Messaging,” she
said, “involves think-
ing ahead about the intersection of prob-
lems, values, visions and solutions.

“We need to organize our ideas to con-
nect them with our values,” she explained.
“We would think that talking about values
would be easiest in the faith community, but
sharing ideas may release other ideas and
values, moving people to fear talking.”

For example, even to say the word, “gov-
ernment,” may stir negative reactions be-
cause of the barrage of negativism directed
toward government as an election ploy.

“Government provides social networking
and infrastructure,” Alice said.

Another word seen as negative is “taxes.”
Taxes could be seen as means to share in
supporting the common good when people
believe there is use for government.

“How can we frame our messages to-
day so they communicate our values from

Alice Woldt

a faith perspective?” asked Alice, present-
ing the 2011 legislative priorities and faith
principles of the WAC and the Lutheran
Public Policy office of Washington.

They priorities are: 1) reduce hunger,
homelessness and poverty; 2) increase
affordable and accessible housing and
health care; 3) reform the criminal justice
system and eliminate the death penalty;
4) care for the environment and promote
sustainable agriculture; 5) promote civil
and human rights; 6) promote accessible
and quality public education; 7) maintain
a state-funded safety net, and 8) support
comprehensive immigration reform.

Details on the messages are at thewac.
org/advocacy/public-policy-priorities.

Alice said these priorities are set based
on “faith values we hold in common.” The
best messages to share with policy makers,
she suggested, are compelling stories.

“Politics is moral. Most people are in it
to be public servants,” she said.

Alice suggests emphasizing the collec-
tive stakes; contrasting cuts with special
tax giveaways, subsidies and loopholes;
asking for action.

The way to move beyond fear is action
to promote Martin Luther King, Jr.’s, vision
of the “beloved community,” she said.

The Rev. Paul Benz of the Lutheran
Public Policy Office of Washington said
the Washington State Legislature began
the second Monday of January and lasts
105 days, until Easter.

“This year we are in the worst economic
recession since the Great Depression in the
1930s,” he said, reminding participants
that legislators will deal with Governor
Christine Gregoire’s all-cuts budget, and
will propose their own budget.

“The budget cuts program for homeless
and low-income people. It cuts health
care, children’s programs and education,”
said Paul, who visits Olympia three days
a week. As of Jan.
22, the House budget
protects and preserves
many programs—the
disabilities lifeline,
basic health care, af-
fordable housing and
food assistance.

Because issues
change week by week,
the WAC and LPPO
have an Advocacy
Alert Network at thewac.org/advocacy/
faith-advocacy-network, which gives up-
dates on bills related to the eight priorities,
so citizens can be informed.

He listed bills affecting funding for
several programs: school meals, the Dis-
abilities Lifeline (GAU), Emergency Food
Assistance, the State Food Assistance,
the Washington Family Fund, the Home
Security Fund, the Housing Trust Fund,
home foreclosure prevention, the Basic
Health Plan, the Apple Health Children’s
Insurance, Maternity Support Services,
criminal justice reform, clean water legis-
lation, WIC and Senior Farmers’ Market
Nutrition Programs, the Farm to Cafeteria
Program, Food Policy Councils, transi-
tion of coal-based power production in
Washington, human-trafficking prevention,
farm-labor standards, adult-family-home
reform, Achievement Gap legislation and
the State-Funded Safety Net.

The state is limited because initiative
1053 requires a two-thirds majority to
pass any tax, increase fees or eliminate

Paul Benz

tax loopholes or subsidies. A proposed
state income tax (Initiative 1098) failed.
A temporary tax on bottled water, pop and
candy was dropped.

“What kind of state do we want to
live in?” Alice asked. “We need to keep
hoping, speaking, writing letters, sending
emails, making phone calls, meeting with
legislators and challenging legislators to
care. The faith community is respected for
its compassion and caring.”

Paul urges people of faith to attend town
hall meetings with legislators in February.

The WAC and LPPO plan other op-
portunities for involvement:

* The Yakima Legislative Briefing will be
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 12,
at St. Paul’s Cathedral in Yakima.

* Homelessness and Affordable Hous-
ing Advocacy Day is Monday, Feb. 14, in
Olympia.

* Environmental Lobby Day is Tuesday,
Feb. 15, in Olympia.

* Hunger Action Day is 10 a.m., Friday,
Feb. 25, in Olympia.

* Interfaith Advocacy Day is Thursday,
March 17, in Olympia.

Those who cannot go March 17 can
gather at their congregations and participate
in a virtual advocacy day, phoning or email-
ing legislators to advocate for priorities and
support bills as citizens. LPPO and WAC
will help with that.

The state legislative hotline is 800-562-
6000. The legislative website at www.leg.
wa.gov gives the daily agenda, the status of
bills and background information.

The WAC and LPPO advocacy tools in-
clude Advocacy Network Alerts at thewac.
org or lppowa.org. For information, call
206-625-9790 or 206-390-4133.



Kalispel Tribe speaks at Spokane City Forum

The Kalispel Tribe members
and executive staff Ray Pierre,
J.R. Bluff, Deane Osterman
and Kent Caputo will speak on
“Strengthening and Building Our
Community, While Preserving
Our Cultural and Natural Heri-
tage” at 11:45 a.m., Wednesday,
Feb. 16, for the Spokane City Fo-
rum at First Presbyterian Church,
318 S. Cedar.

Leadership Spokane
forms a foundation

Leadership Spokane has cre-
ated the Leadership Spokane
Foundation with an initial gift of
$10,000, to be managed by the
Inland Northwest Community
Foundation (INWCF).

It’s a way for graduates and
supporters to continue their legacy
of leadership through planned
giving,” explained Linda Finney,
executive director.

The principal is permanently
restricted. The organization will
receive annual distributions from
interest. A committee of alumni
will allocate funds for scholar-
ships for incoming students,
equipment or other needs.

The community leadership
development program trains 45
to 50 emerging and established
leaders in the 10-month adult
program. A youth program serves
30 young leaders—ages 15 to
17—each year.

For information, call 321-3627 or
624-2606 or visit www.inwcf.org.

Palestinian to talk
about clean water

Ziad Abbas of the Middle East
Children’s Alliance will speak
on “Bringing Clean Water to the
Children of Palestine” at 7 p.m.,
Friday, Feb. 11, at All Saints Lu-
theran Church, 314 S. Spruce.

He will tell about the Maia
(Arabic for “water”) Project,
which began when the Student
Parliament at the United Nations
school in Gaza’s Bureij Refugee
Camp was asked to choose one
thing them most wanted.

For information, call 838-7870.

Donate!

$2.80-$28-$280-$2,800
for The Fig Tree’s 28 years

Send to The Fig Tree » 1323 S.
~ Perry St.  Spokane, WA 99202

- Located on 52 res
of wildlife with lake access

&

Built in 1902, this lodge
is only minutes
from Liberty Lake.
Great facility for youth
camps, retreats or reunions!

For a brochure or info, call

255-6122

or email: zephyrlodge@live.com
www.zephyrlodge.org
RETREATS © CAMPS ® SEMINARS
HovLipAy PARTIES
REUNIONS AND MORE!

on Liberty Lake

They will present perspectives
of their philosophy, which com-
bines ancestral influences with
modern day enterprise. They will
also provide insight on how their
leadership’s decision-making
considers generations of impact,
discuss the growth and goals of
the Kalispel Language Program,
describe how caring for and re-

vision of becoming an economic
engine for the region.

The Spokane City Forum in-
forms citizens, generates ideas
and promotes activities that help
build Spokane. Speakers from a
broad spectrum of civic life bring
insight and thoughtful reflection
to bear on the issues that directly
impact Spokane and the world.
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C & H Foreign Auto Repair

E. 620 North Foothills Dr. Spokane, WA 99207
EDWARD W. CUSHMAN 487-9683 OR 484-5221

For information, call 777-1555 or
email info@spokanecityforum.org.

specting our natural environment
is a priority, and share the tribe’s

TR

Calendar of Events

S
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Feb 2 * “Cultural Codes of Communication,” Gerry Philipsen,
Gonzaga'’s Jepson Building, 313-3567

* CHANGE 2012, 905 W. Riverside, Suite 304, 6 p.m.

* Spokane International Film Festival, www.
spokanefilmfestival.org for schedule

* PeaceWorks, 35 W. Main, 5:30 p.m., 838-7870

+ Celtic Journey from Epiphany to Easter, St. David’s
Episcopal, 7315 N. Wall, 7 p.m., 466-3100

* Inland NW Latino Chamber of Commerce, Best Western
Peppertree Inn, 1816 N. Pepper Lane, Liberty Lake, 7:30
a.m., 244-9737

* ACLU-WA: Surveillance in Washington, Gonzaga
University School of Law, 10:30 a.m.

* Palestine-Israel Human Rights Committee, 35 W. Main,
5:30 p.m., 838-7870

* American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women event,
Spokane Convention Center, 334 Spokane Falls Blvd., 9:30
a.m. to 2 p.m., 536-1500

+ Hispanic Business Professional Association luncheon,
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Agave Latin Bistro, 830 W. Sprague
Ave., mikeg@kxly.com

* Veterans for Peace, 35 W. Main, 5:30 p.m., 838-7870

* Swami Radhananda events, see page 9

* “Bringing Clean Water to the Children of Palestine,” All
Saints Lutheran, 314 S. Spruce, 7 p.m., 838-7870

¢ Annual Friendship Dance/Pow Wow, Northern Quest
Casino, 100 N. Hayford Rd., Airway Heights, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., 363-5337

* Yakima Legislative Briefing, St. Paul's Cathedral in Yakima,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 206-390-4133

* “Year of the Rabbit” Chinese New Year Cultural Fair,
Central Valley High School Performing Arts Center, 821 S.
Sullivan Rd., Spokane Valley, 1 to 5 p.m., 720-8825

+ Kalispel Tribe, Spokane City Forum, First Presbyterian
Church, 318 S. Cedar, 11:45 a.m., 777-1555

* College Financial Aid Workshop, Spokane Minority
Advisory & Resource Team, Havermale High School, 1300 W.
Knox, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., 533-3219

* Equal Rights Amendment lecture, Nancy Engle, Northwest
Museum of Arts & Culture, 2316 W. First Ave., 6:30 p.m., 456-
3931

* “Social Security Works” intergenerational forum, Spokane
Community College auditorium, 1810 N. Greene St., 110 3
p.m., 487-2158

* “Rumi: Poet of the Heart,” KYRS 92.3 FM Translator
Benefit, Magic Lantern, 25 W. Main, Saturday, 1 p.m.,
Sunday, 11a.m., 747-3012

* International Globalization, Diversity & Education
Conference, Washington State University Spokane,
Riverpoint campus, 665 N. Riverpoint Blvd., www.education.
wsu.edu/globalization

* “Building the Reign of God,” Patrick McCormick, Gonzaga
University professor of Religious Studies, Retreat at Spirit
Center, Monastery of St. Gertruse, Cottonwood, Idaho, 208-
962-2000

* “Family and Faith,” Interfaith Council, Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 2721 E. 63rd Ave, 534-1011

* “Not Just US: Being the Church in a Global Communion,”
Karen Bloomquist, Salem Lutheran, 1428 W. Broadway, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., nrit.org

* Fig Tree distribution, St. Mark’s Lutheran, 316 E. 24th Ave.,
9am., 535-813

* Fig Tree Board, Emmanuel Family Life Center, 631 S.
Richard Allen Ct., 1 p.m., 535-1813

* VOICES, All Saints Lutheran, 314 S. Spruce, 5:30 p.m.

Feb 3
Feb 3-13
Feb 3,17
Feb7

Feb 8
Feb 8, 22
Feb9

Feb 9-12
Feb 11

Feb 12

Feb 16

Feb 19

Feb 19, 20

Feb 24-26

Feb 25-27

Feb 27

Mar 1

Mar 2
Mar 3
3rd Thurs

Rockwood Retirement Communities are
dedicated to the lifelong vitality and
well-being of the whole person.

Enhance your Spiritual, Social, Physical, and Intellectual Life
in a comfortable custom home or apartment, with assisted
living and skilled nursing available.

Rockwood South Hill 2903 E. 25th Avenue
Rockwood at Hawthorne 101 E. Hawthorne Rd.

536-6650

Rockwood
Retirement
: Communities

_]me 20-22, 2011 g

On-line registration at www.plu.edu/congregations

Hosted by Pacific Lutheran University in cooperation with LENS

d Clothing

Fair Trade - Earth Fl;iendly - Local - 35 W. Main

Come be inspired by

Swami Radhananda, spiritual
director of Yasodhara Ashram
& Radha Yoga Center

A

Feb 9th:

Book Reading @ Aunties Bookstore

Feb 10th: For more information
Women & Spiritual Life @ EWU (509) 838 3575

Feb 12th: radhayoga@comcast.net

Yogic Tools for Transformation

Workshop @ Radha Yoga Center www.radhananda.org

e —
OPEN HOUSE | |
I BISGOVER Wednesday, Feb. 9
' the 9am.-7p.m.
NIGHT OF DISCOVERY
L U Feb. 15 & March 2 - 6:30 p.m.
Fx Mﬂgic | + TOURS - Tuesdays at9a.m.
a7 * L X4

Dlsco\/

- school
Education as

individual as
your child

www.discovery-school.org
Preschool - Sixth Grade
323 S. Grant St.
Spokane WA 99202
~-.(509) 838-0606

Rockwood South Hill « Rockwood at Hawthorne

Tune in: KPBX 81.1rm
Log on: kpbx.org

Tune in: KSFC 91.9rm
Log on: ksfc.org

One World.
Two Connections.

Listening Suggestion:
THIS AMERICAN LIFE with ira ciass
Mostly true stories, about everyday people.

Mondays on KPBX 91.1 at 9pm &
Saturdays on KSFC 91.9fm at 9pm

T 4
'American
Life =

This American Life is a one hour ©)
program with essays and stories A
revolving around a common
theme. Visit the website at:
www.thislife.org.

SPOKANE

PUBLIC RADIO

kPexQ].1 - k5FCQ].9
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In nursing, healing begins with competence, compassion, connection

By Yvonne Lopez-Morton

What people want most in a
medical professional is compe-
tence, said Patricia Butterfield,
dean of the Washington State
School of Nursing in Spokane.

Next, they want someone who
resonates with their suffering and
connects with them personally.

“That’s where healing comes
through the world of nursing,”
she said. “I seek to ensure that
our students who are hungry to
learn are agents of change in
health care.”

Patricia considers health care a
right, not a commodity, so she be-
lieves that public health services
that reach under-served people go
hand-in-hand with social justice.

“There is a disparity in health
care today, in how and to whom
it is delivered,” she said.

At the nursing school, she edu-
cates students to meet future needs
of health care and advocates for
equitable access to health care.

The nursing school has nearly
150 faculty and staff at Spokane’s
main Riverpoint campus and at
branches across the state that
serve 1,100 students.

Patricia encourages staff to
teach students to be agents of
change who challenge health sys-
tems when they become nurses.

“This generation also recog-
nizes a need to spend their lives
doing something they have a pas-
sion to do,” she said.

The faculty want nurses to be
committed to their practice for
40 years.

“My heart is with public health
services,” she said. “Having ac-
cess to quality health care and
the ability to stay alive should not
depend on whether someone has a
job or an insurance policy. When
systems break down, the needs of
society are not met.”

Patricia recognizes the chal-
lenges of providing universal
health care, particularly preven-
tive programs. It’s hard to show
the impact of prevention.

“Public health supports preven-
tion programs, but their services
are not necessarily recognized,
said Patricia, who believes she
and others at the school of nurs-
ing have a responsibility to shape
the health of a community, and
she recognizes that environments
people live in contribute to their
health challenges.

“It saddens me to see health
portrayed only as personal behav-
ior with no connection to the fact
that the challenges of good health
are much deeper,” Patricia said.

There may be contaminants,
such as radon, in the home, or
wells may be contaminated and

Aunt Bea’s
Antiques

We specialize
Y=t in
Estate
Sales

Always
buying
fine antiques

LOCATED AT

5005 N. Market
Spokane, WA 99207

(509) 487-9278

Patricia Butterfield teaches future nurses.
Photo courtesy of Washington State University

the bottom of shoes. When farm
workers come home after work
the residue is transferred to car-
pets, furniture and beds.”

Another factor Patricia consid-
ers is access to healthy foods.

“We have food deserts in our
country, ” Patricia said. “Fresh
fruit and vegetables, and other
healthful foods are often not ac-
cessible. There are many grocery
stores in affluent neighborhoods,
but low-income neighborhoods
have mostly fast-food restaurants
and convenience stores.

Patricia promotes community
farmers markets, which offer lo-
cal access to produce, are good
for families and local economies,
and help local agriculture.

Reflecting on WSU’s vision for
the Spokane Riverpoint campus,

residents have no idea.

Those risks may lay the ground-
work years later for children who
were exposed, she said. For
example, lead paint exposure
was permitted by an industry that
was aware of the risks before
their products were taken off the
market.

“Millions of children, including
in North Idaho and Montana, had
lead exposure that caused high
blood pressure, kidney disease
and even behavioral problems,”
said Patricia, who also tracks the
impact of pesticides among Wash-
ington’s farm workers.

“I have several colleagues look-
ing at seasonal workers and their
struggles to provide safe hous-
ing for their families. We know
pesticides end up on clothing and

1 in 6 people living in Spokane
will experience crime.

- The Spokane Crime Victim Service Center

. provides crisis intervention, personal

support, medical/legal advocacy, systems

navigation, and information and referral as
it relates to crime and crime victimization.

Free and 100% Confidential for victims of crime.

If you have any questions or need to speak with a
victim advocate, please call 866-751-7119
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Patricia sees that the future of the
downtown campus will provide
a teaching environment for doc-
tors, nurses and pharmacists that
reinforce the need and the respect
for these professions.

“Despite challenging budget
cuts, WSU recognizes the value of
collaboration in education in non-
traditional ways and how a com-
munity commitment is the key to
ensuring success,” she said.

“From the mayor, legislators
and businesses to the medical
community, Spokane supports
WSU’s vision for future health
education,” she said.

“We are trying to be innovative
at a time when the state does not
have the funds available,” Patricia
said. “Every week we face chal-
lenging budget choices.”

A lifelong Catholic, she said
faith drives her leadership style
and centers her.

Working in a public institution
she appreciates the sense of value
that each student brings to nurs-
ing, as well as patient respect and
public health services.

After moving to Spokane in
2007, she found community and
a commitment to social justice at
St. Ann’s Catholic Church.

After earning a bachelor’s
degree in nursing in 1976 at the
University of Colorado, she was
a nurse at St. Peter’s Hospital in
Helena, Mont., for two years.

Desiring to be a public health
nurse, she earned a master’s in
public health nursing in 1980 at
the University of Colorado. While
studying, she was an evening pub-
lic health nurse for the City and

County of Denver, making home
visits to people discharged from
Denver General Hospital.

“Most had wounds from vio-
lence—a gunshot, a knife wound
or a vehicle accident,” Patricia
said. “I learned about people liv-
ing in downtown Denver hotels or
public housing.”

She taught seven years at Mon-
tana State University, and then was
ahospice patient-care coordinator,
home-health nurse and assistant
professor and research assistant at
Boise State University’s College
of Health Sciences.

After earning a doctorate from
the Oregon Health and Science
University in Portland in 1992,
she studied occupational and
environmental health and envi-
ronmental epidemiology. Then
she taught another nine years at
Montana State University.

She taught four years at the
University of Washington in
Seattle and headed the occupa-
tional and environmental health
nursing program, before coming
to Spokane.

For information, call 324-7360

SOCIAL SECURITY

WORKS!

Saturday, Feb. 19 * 1-3 p.m.
Spokane Community College
A free public forum about
Social Security, its financing,
beneficiaries and economic value
to Washington State
businesses and citizens.
Space is limited. To make a reservation
or for more information,
call 509-487-3258 or email
washingtonalliance@gmail.com

Presented by the Washington
Alliance for Retired Americans
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Palestine-Israel
Human Rights
Committee of PJALS

hosts

Ziad Abbas
of the
Middle East Children’s Alliance
‘Bringing Clean Water
to the Children
of Palestine’

7 p.m., Friday, Feb. 11

All Saints Lutheran Church
314 S. Spruce
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Peace and Justice Action League of Spokane
838-7870 * www.pjals.org * pjals@pjals.org * 35 W. Main

. SAVE THE DATE!

Peace &
Economic Justice
Action Conference
‘Bring Our Billion$ Home:

The Costs of War and Our
Communities’ Needs’

March 18 and 19

Unitarian Universalist Church
4340 W Fort Wright Dr. - Spokane

Master of Arts in Theology

Apply now to begin in May.

Learn more at 509.777.3222
or www.whitworth.edu/theologyma

You're already studying one of the texts.

Whitworth's M.A. in Theology equips you with the tools you need to serve in whatever way you choose.
Use it as a stepping stone to seminary, as preparation for ministry within your church or organization, or as
practical training in biblical study. Our schedule fits your schedule, with evening and weekend classes.

WHITWORTH

AN EDUCATION OF MIND AND HEART




