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C A T H O L I C  C E M E T E R I E S  O F  S P O K A N E

P R E PA R E 
your family for the most important decision in life

E N S U R E 
peace of mind

P R O V I D E 
the proper resources for the committal service following the Funeral Mass

C A T H O L I C  C E M E T E R I E S  O F  S P O K A N E

 Holy Cross Queen of Peace St. Joseph
 7200 N Wall St 6910 S Ben Burr Rd 17825 E Trent Ave

509-467-5496      www.cathcem.org

The first place for a pre-need meeting

follow your faith

Building on Faith with

Eliminating poverty housing
one house at a time.
HELP BUILD IT!

Interested in 
owning your own home, 

donating or volunteering?
Visit our website

www.habitat-spokane.org
or call 509- 534-2552

SHOP AT
The Habitat Store

Doors, Windows, Appliances,
Cabinets, Lighting, Paint, Tile,

Hardware, Plus Much More

Spokane Industrial Park
3808 N. Sullivan Rd., Bldg 10

Spokane Valley WA 99216 

509-535-9517
STORE HOURS: 

Mon - Sat  9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
New Store hours effective Feb. 1:

Tues - Sat   9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Donations accepted Mon - Sat  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

By Kaye Hult
When the Honorable John 

Mitchell, District Court Judge in 
Kootenai County, Idaho, calls a 
defendant to approach the bench, 
the person comes forward to stand 
in front him in an informal setting.  
People in the room applaud.  

The judge asks:  How have 
things gone for the past week?  
What issues have come up?  Why 
didn’t the person show up at the 
probation office?  

He also asks defendants if they 
tested positive for drugs, earned 
their G.E.D. (General Education 
Diploma) or are ready to move up 
to a new phase in their program.  

When they are ready, they re-
ceive a certificate of achievement, 
and others in the courtroom give 
them a standing ovation.

This is Mental Health Court 
(MHC), a program that began 
in Kootenai County in 2004.  
Judge Mitchell was appointed 
to the district in 2001.  In 2003, 
Marcy Black, a probation officer 
assigned to mental health cases, 
suggested he do special work with 
the mentally ill.  

He knew that about half of the 
people he saw in the criminal 
justice system had mental illness.  

“I realized I had to be more 
patient with them,” he said.

John and Marcy went to ob-
serve the original Mental Health 
Court program, created by Judge 
Brent Moss in Idaho Falls.  They 
were impressed.  

Six months later in September 
2004, they began their program 
with five people.  Now there are 
47, and a waiting list.  The MHC 
is budgeted for only 40 individu-
als.   It can take a few extra people 
using money from drug forfeiture.

“Everyone in the program has 
a drug or alcohol problem plus a 
mental illness,” he said.

They have been charged with a 
low-level felony.

“Eight years ago, individuals 
wouldn’t be managed for men-
tal illness,” John said.  “Jails 
or prisons took them off their 
medications, then often gave them 
lithium.  That was no solution.  
Our prison system is better now.  
There are 13 mental health courts 
of 44 districts in Idaho.

“Most people in court—more 
than 50 percent of men and most 
women—have suffered a signifi-
cant trauma,” he said.  “They’ve 
been sexually molested, physical-
ly abused, neglected or have seen 
someone close to them killed.”

A sentencing judge may give 
defendants a choice to enter the 

MHC program or may order 
them in—rare  for a first offense.  
It takes a probation violation, 
coupled with mental illness.  

There is usually a triggering 
event.  Some defendants come 
from other counties, but must 
move to Kootenai County to enter 
the program.  The program helps 
participants come clean and admit 
what they have done. 

“Treatment providers with 
whom we work are good with 
this,” John said.

As the MHC reduces recidi-
vism, it protects the community.  
It holds defendants accountable 
and helps them achieve long-term 
stability, become law-abiding citi-
zens, and be successful family and 
community members.  Continua-
tion in the program is voluntary.  

According to the MHC Partici-
pant Handbook, “The four-phase 
program consists of intensive 
supervision of clients by a men-
tal health professional, frequent 
appearances before the judge, 
mandatory counseling, regular 
attendance at cognitive—self-
awareness—change classes, and 
mental health substance abuse 
treatment and testing.”

When people complete one 
phase, they receive a certificate 
and move to the next, which is less 
strict.  The full program can take 
as little as 14 months.  Usually, 
it takes longer, depending on the 

participant’s progress.
“I appreciate options when 

dealing with addictions,” John 
said.  “The first 90 days of the 
program focus on chemical de-
pendency.  The next six months 
focus on thinking errors, cognitive 
restructuring.  Participants spend 
another year focusing on both.”

The MHC staff offers incentives 
when participants do well and 
sanctions when they backslide.  

When they appear in MHC—at 
first weekly—John encourages 
them: “You can do this!” and chal-
lenges: “Only you can do this.”

John also continually works 
to make the program clear to the 
defendants in court on a given day.  

Speaking to everyone, he may 
say, “This program is about hon-
esty.  If you are honest about 
messing up, your sanction is less 
than if you lie.  We are trying to 
change your conduct.  You have 
made bad choices.  Honesty helps 
with better choices.  We expect ac-
countability from you.  We expect 
consistency in a good attitude 
from you—in court, in treatment 
and in the community.”

He believes the strength of the 
MHC is the 15-member team, a 
group that has changed little since 
it was established.  

The team includes a public 
defender, the MHC clerk and 
coordinator, representatives from 
Health and Welfare and a private 

mental health treatment facil-
ity (ACES, Inc.), someone from 
felony probation, a prosecutor and 
the sheriff’s department.  

A forensic peer support spe-
cialist, who has been to prison, 
can identify with participants.  
Some sit with the team from 
time to time.  The team meets at 
6:30 a.m., Thursdays, to review 
files of defendants to appear at 8 
a.m.  They review how well they 
have performed through the week 
and what incentives or sanctions 
would be good to offer.

Sometimes they decide a partici-
pant is not right for the program 
and vote to terminate his or her 
involvement.  That person has to 
fulfill what their original sentence 
required.  Often, the team puts a 
recalcitrant person on probation or 
sends them to jail for a day or two.  

“We use jail sparingly,” John 
said. “Jails have no mental health 
programs.”  

The team strives to keep partici-
pants in the program if possible.

“The watchword, the standard,” 
he said, “is whether they are 
making progress, even if ever so 
slight.  If yes, we’ll stick with 
them.  If no, we’ll still try for a 
while.  At some point, they have 
to be humble.  Until then, I don’t 
think they can change.

Motivating people to quit 
smoking doubles the chance they 
will stay clean and off drugs for 
the rest of their lives, he added.

Reflecting on early days of the 
program, John said one of the 
first people in the program wrote 
an essay.  When she read it, the 
people in court clapped.  She dis-
solved into tears, saying, “No one 
has ever clapped for me before.”

Others tell him, “I never had a 
judge shake my hand, show me 
respect or talk to me.  You’re the 
first authority figure I’ve met who 
acts in a non-traditional way.”

One anti-social person evolved 
into someone who could lead sup-
port groups to help others.

Before they can leave the 
Mental Health Court, candidates 
must be clean and sober for five 
months, be employed if possible, 
have a sponsor, a place to stay and 
a high school diploma or GED, 
and pay all fines and fees.

John said MHC is cost-effec-
tive.  It’s success rate is 80 per-

cent, compared with 60 percent of 
people who go to prison without 
addressing mental illness. 

Someone in prison costs Idaho 
about $25,000 for six months.  
Someone in the MHC program 
costs the state about $16,000 for 
a year and a half.

In 2012, the team began a Juve-
nile MHC with four participants.  
They cap participation at 15 
people.  There is no budget.

“I do this because I see results.  
I believe this is what God calls me 
to do.  I can’t imagine not doing 
this. I see people do things they’ve 
never done before.  I see people 
be Christ to others,” said John, 
who attends St. Thomas Catholic 
Church and occasionally St. Pius, 
the church in which he grew up.

At a retreat, he made a commit-
ment to do something for others 
each week.  A men’s accountabil-
ity group he has attended for 14 
years also helps him in this work.

“I care deeply about these 
people.  I’m proud of how far 
some have come,” he said.  “I 
love challenges.   In formal court, 
I have control.  Here, I don’t know 
what’s going to happen from sec-
ond to second.”

The son of a lawyer in North 
Idaho, John attended the Univer-
sity of Idaho in Boise.  

“As an undergraduate, I didn’t 
think about being a lawyer.  After 
earning a master’s degree in law, 
I worked as a law clerk for three 
federal judges in Boise,” he said.

John worked with his father for 
12 years until his father retired in 
1996.  He worked on his own for 
five years.  In 2001, he applied for 
District Judge and was appointed 
to Kootenai County.

“There’s less stress, but I’m 
busy, working 60-hour weeks and 
volunteering 10 hours,” he said.

John is discerning about enter-
ing a four-year training to become 
a deacon:  “I believe God has a 
plan for me.  I don’t have a clear 
vision of it except in hindsight,” 
he said.

“I want a 100 percent success 
rate with the MHC program.  As 
more people graduate, there will 
be an unknown ripple effect in the 
community,” he said.

For information, call 208-446-
1219 or email mwolfinger@
ksgov.us.

Judge develops Mental Health Court to address needs jails cannot meet

Judge John Mitchell presents awards to graduates of Mental 
Health Court program.             Photo courtesy of Mental Health Court office
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Can we take action for today, knowing our work will be imperfect?

Freshman shares his essay about the contributions of Martin Luther King Jr.
I am here to talk about Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr.’s role as a civil rights leader 
through the many things he achieved for 
the African-American community.  

He was one of the great civil rights 
leaders in the movement.  His name was 
so important to the movement, that he was 
assassinated by white supremacists as a 
final act of desperation to bring the move-
ment down.

While King himself was killed, his 
dream lived on in the spirits of others as 
they continued to fight for the equality of 
African Americans.  He was only a symbol 
for people to follow, he was not the move-
ment by himself, but part of the move-
ment—someone to inspire people through 
speeches and to wow people through ac-
tions that demonstrated what the movement 
was all about.

He led many marches and boycotts, 

forms of nonviolent protest, to get his 
points across, such as his famous “I Have 
a Dream” speech after the march on 
Washington that talked about wanting the 
equality of everyone or the Montgomery 
bus boycott, which helped change the bus 
system so blacks could sit wherever they 
wanted on the bus, just like whites, instead 
of in the back.

King led the civil rights movement 
through nonviolent protesting.  He got the 
idea by observing Mahatma Gandhi and 
his work to free India from Britain’s grasp 
through the same nonviolent protest King 
used in the civil rights movement.  Gandhi 
was the leader for the Indian independence 
movement.  He mixed principles of Bud-
dhism and Jainism to form his concepts 
on nonviolence.  So, unlike Malcolm X, 
who said to become free by any means 
necessary, King and Gandhi believed that 

nonviolence was the way to go.
The civil rights activists who followed 

King had fire hoses turned on them and 
had dogs attack them, were taken to jail 
and had many other things used against 
them to discourage their protesting, yet 
they marched on.

Another thing King and many other civil 
rights leaders crafted the movement on was 
civil disobedience.  This concept came from 
Henry David Thoreau, who graduated from 
Harvard and wrote an essay on civil dis-
obedience that is widely known throughout 
many colleges.  “Civil Disobedience,” the 
essay, was debating whether it is moral to 
disobey laws that are wrong.  The phrase 
itself means to disobey a law in peaceful 
ways, such as disobeying the law that 
segregated buses in the 1950s in the way 
Rosa Parks did, rather than lashing out and 
attacking people to keep your seat. 

King reflected on the essay in his auto-
biography.  He said that whether expressed 
in a sit-in at lunch counters, a freedom 
ride into Mississippi, a peaceful protest in 
Albany, Ga., a bus boycott in Montgomery, 
Ala., these are outgrowths of Thoreau’s 
insistence evil must be resisted and that no 
moral man can patiently adjust to injustice.

King used civil disobedience as one of 
his main focal points.  Not only did he use 
it, but also other people who were willing 
to speak out against injustice would do 
things like go into a restaurant, sit in the 
whites-only section—unless it was a whites 
only bar—wait to be served with the full 
knowledge that they would be taken to jail.

To conclude, King was a good man who 
believed in the equality of all people.  His 
dream has finally been realized.

Kahlil Wilson Moore - Freshman at 
Lewis and Clark High School

The atrocity of 28 people, includ-
ing 20 children, shot and killed at the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, 
Conn., is part of a pattern of violence in 
our country.  A timeline of the most deadly 
mass shootings from 1989 to the present —
timelines.latimes.com/deadliest-shooting-
rampages/—is a shocking and saddening 
set of information, showing increasing 
frequency in recent years.

At the same time, 47 percent of our 
national budget goes for past and current 
Pentagon spending, comprising 40 percent 
of the entire world’s military spending.  Our 
drones and weapons kill children and adults 
in Pakistan, Gaza, Afghanistan and Yemen.  
Our bases surround Iran.

Looking at the threads that make this 
tapestry, one is our cultural and political 
fetishization of weapons and of our Second 
Amendment.  Arms now are hardly the 
same thing as those around the time the 
Second Amendment was written.  It took 
a minute then to manually load every shot.  
Now, semiautomatic guns pump out rounds.  
The problem isn’t just access to guns, but 
certainly easy access to these massively 
destructive weapons is a tragic thread.

Another element is how we show 
weaponry to children, and they clearly 
understand it as a pathway to power.  Fig 
Tree editor Mary Stamp shared seeing toy 
assault weapons offered for Christmas gifts 
in local stores and suggests one action is to 
ask stores to choose not to sell them.

Fictional media glorify tough guys and 
their weapons.  This thread reinforces the 
myth of redemptive violence, telling us 

that we can create justice or access power 
through violence and aggression, which is 
okay if it’s used for the right purposes.  The 
creative human mind can justify horrible 
deeds with the “right” reasons.

These threads are tightly twisted with 
our patriarchal cultural understanding of 
manhood and masculinity.  The “be tough 
like a man” script has specific expectations 
for participating in violence and aggres-
sion, including dominating others.  These 
expectations of masculinity erase the reality 
of men as nurturing, full human beings, 
just as much as patriarchal expectations of 
femininity erase women’s full humanity.

Concepts of whiteness and who is en-
titled to power are interwoven as well and 
show in the pattern of who commits mass 
shootings and which nation feels entitled 
to trumpet being “the greatest nation on 
earth,” more worthy than others of super-
natural blessings and material control.

The horrible irony is that our fetishiza-
tion of violence makes us more vulnerable, 
not more secure.  We provide so many 
motives for retaliation when we bomb 
wedding parties or attack responders to a 
drone strike.

Our fetish of individualism affects how 
we care for people with developmental dis-
orders, mental illness or disabilities of any 
kind—or anyone who needs mental health 
assistance.  It makes us all more isolated 
and scared to reveal a need for help.

Violence is best defined as “any physical, 
emotional, verbal, institutional, structural 
or spiritual behavior, attitude, policy or 
condition that diminishes, dominates or 

destroys ourselves or others.” The “spiral 
of retaliatory violence is often propelled by 
social or personal scripts that are enacted 
in situations of conflict.”

Our discussion nationally and in our own 
communities must name and examine all 
the threads that make this tapestry of vio-
lence in our culture, our politics, our world 
domination and economic exploitation.

Liz Moore, executive director
Peace and Justice Action League of 

Spokane - Handful of Salt newsletter

 
On Dec. 19, I came close to dying, 

as close as I have ever come.  My chart said 
“massive bi-lateral pulmonary embolisms,”  
which is often diagnosed in an autopsy.  I 
didn’t “see the light,” but this was for me 
a big deal, and I’ve been thinking about it, 
feeling it and living with it since.  How has 
this experience changed me?

Perhaps the strongest initial awareness 
is a profound sense of gratitude simply to 
be alive.  I have such an amazingly blessed 
life, surrounded by so many wonderful, 
loving, supportive family and friends.  I 
engage in meaningful work with a creative, 
faithful, diverse congregation.  I have been 
given gifts and an opportunity to share them 
in ways which may make a positive contri-
bution in the lives of others and in the world 
around me.  In the first moments when I 
became aware all of that might come to an 
end, I was overcome with a deep sadness, 
because I was not ready to say goodbye.  

As hard, challenging, frustrating and 
confusing as it can be sometimes, I love 

my life.  I love the people in my life, and I 
am deeply grateful for it all.

The other awareness is a strong sense of 
what’s really important in this life and an 
equally strong unwillingness to put up with 
the “crap,” which so often seems to occupy 
our time and emotional energy instead of 
what’s really important.  

What’s important is loving, caring about 
and connecting with the people we share 
this life with.  This is the moment we have 
in which to experience the fullness of life.  
I want to spend each of the precious, unique 
moments I’ve been given in such a way 
that my life is enriched by the connections 
I share, and the lives of others are enriched 
because they have shared life with me.  

It calls for honesty, depth of sharing, tak-
ing risks.  We can play it safe, but what will 
that gain us?  I want to share the fullness of 
my heart and to taste the fullness of your 
heart.  I have less tolerance for trivialities, 
pointless arguments, petty and useless dif-
ferences, which we have somehow allowed 
to take center stage in our lives and in our 
world.  I want to feast on what is Real.  
What is Real is Love, Light and Sacred 
Mystery, which connect us all.

This is already how I have been seeking 
to live, but at the same time, I have a strong 
sense this experience has moved me more 
firmly and deeply in that direction.  It may 
be that from here on we simply experience 
more of what was already happening—
more honesty, reality, love, present moment 
and less crap.  Time will tell.

Roger Lynn - Veradale 
United Church of Christ newsletter 

Violence, unemployment, homelessness, 
the economy, full civil rights for gays, 
education, medical and mental health care, 
the deficit, deteriorated infrastructure and 
immigration reform are complex problems.  
Each intertwines with others, but they all 
demand our attention.

Violence, particularly gun violence, has 
claimed much of our attention since the hor-
rors of Newtown, Conn.  Gang shootings 
and other armed criminal activities have 
not engrossed us.  Maybe they seemed too 
separate from our daily lives.

The number of suicides with guns has 
crept up and now outnumbers murders with 
guns in areas where guns are readily avail-
able, but that receives little attention.  Our 
military now has an alarming suicide rate.

Children should not be shot.  News sto-
ries about drive-by or accidental shootings 
resulting from loaded guns not being locked 
up sadden us.  Newtown horrified us with 
its blatant needlessness and brutality.  We 
think about it again whenever we have 
children around us.

We would like a simple solution to gun 

violence, the kind that demands a straight-
forward modification of someone else’s 
behavior.  Life doesn’t work that way.

We have heard the usual voices from 
both extremes of the gun question, express-
ing opinions that range from variations of 
“Do nothing!” to “Do everything!”  We are 
bombarded with opinions and statistics that 
conflict and require sorting.

This sorting requires careful attention 
to small details demonstrated in a recent 
PolitiFact.com article about a Facebook 
posting by the National Rifle Association.

The posting states, accurately, that rifles 
are not the most-used weapons in murders.  
They are even outnumbered by hands 
and feet used as weapons.  The catch is 
that statistics on handguns have been left 
out—no small omission.  The article says, 
“Handguns were used in 6,220 cases, or 72 
percent of all firearm murders in 2011 and 
slightly under half of all murders using any 
kind of weapon that year.” 

Guns have played a part in American 
lives and lore throughout our history.  
Schoolchildren sometimes memorize the 

poem about embattled farmers at Concord 
Bridge in 1775 who fired “the shot heard 
‘round the world.”  Guns made the Wild 
West wild.  They are not going to disappear.  
They are part of too many lives.

I was raised in a home where there were 
guns.  One was mine—a .22 calibre rifle.

My father, most of his friends and male 
members of his family hunted.  Hunting 
seems partly male bonding, but it also put 
food on the table during the Depression.  
Hunting had not yet been dubbed a sport.

I enjoyed target shooting.  Speed wasn’t 
important.  Accuracy was.  The target was 
a traditional bull’s eye, not shaped like an 
animal or person.  Putting two consecutive 
shots into the center circle would be a real 
high.  Three was once-in-a-lifetime.

We were living in a rural area, and the 
rifle team provided a challenging activity.  
Library services were slender.  I had read 
my way through the local library.

At that time, the NRA emphasized 
training for gun safety.  They provided 
educational materials and rifles both to 
high school rifle teams and to teen teams 

sponsored by gun clubs.  At meetings, there 
was instruction on gun safety and mainte-
nance.  I don’t remember mention of the 
Second Amendment.  The focus changed 
in the mid-50s. 

There is no simple solution—not mine 
and not yours.  We can agree that children 
should not be shot.  Depressed and dis-
turbed people need appropriate treatment, 
not a carelessly stored firearm.

As I read and listen it seems that grounds 
for debate are shifting.  Reliable polls show 
gradual shifts in opinion with growth in 
the middle ground.  Compromise might 
stop being unpopular.  Maybe the shift is 
to discuss rather than debate.  Maybe we 
can begin with the question, “How are we 
going to keep our children safe?”  That 
is a complicated question that is part of a 
number of problems we face.  

The President’s inaugural address en-
courages us to take action for today, “know-
ing that our work will be imperfect.”  Can 
we live with that?

Nancy Minard
Editorial Team

Letters to the Editor Sounding Board Newsletter Excerpts

Editorial Reflections
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C & H Foreign Auto Repair
E. 620 North Foothills Dr.       Spokane, WA 99207
 EDWARD W. CUSHMAN                487-9683 OR 484-5221

Calendar of Events

Hope & Healing
Counseling Services
Marian Beaumier LICSW

483 0428              EMDR / Medicare Part B

Historical lodge with 
lake front, meeting space 

and sleeping for over 
100 people.  Great for 

reunions, retreats, parties 
& meetings.  Only $25 per 

person per night.

509-255-6122
or email: zephyrlodge@live.com

www.zephyrlodge.org

on Liberty Lake

Bye, Bye hello

Say hello to doing what you like best.  
Rockwood Retirement Communities offer 
houses and apartments and a full range of care 
options. No matter what your need, living at 
Rockwood allows you to enjoy living carefree.

Visit us at www.rockwoodretirement.org
or or call us at (509)536-6650 to learn more
about our campuses.

carefree livinghello

3 p.m., Sunday, March 3

Westminster UCC • 411 S. Washington
Adults $12 • Students/Senior $10 • Families $25
CALL 624-1366 - westminsterucc.org

Family Promise of Spokane 
Helping Homeless Families in Spokane 
by Building Communities, Strengthening Lives   

For more information call (509) 747-5487 

 We wish to thank all 
individuals & churches who have 

supported Family Promise 
throughout the previous year!  

Feb 	 • Black History Month, “At the Crossroads 
of Freedom and Equality: The 
Emancipation Proclamation and the March 
on Washington,” www.asalh.org

Feb 1-10	 • Spokane International Film Festival, The 
Magic Lantern, 25 W. Main, or The Bing 
Crosby Theatre, 901 W. Sprague, www.
spokanefilmfestival.org

Feb 2	 • Eastern Washington Legislative 
Conference, “Money: Grace and Justice,” 
workshops, discussion and speakers on 
issues and advocacy, The Fig Tree and 
the Faith Action Network, at the Cathedral 
of St. John, 127 E. 12th Ave., 8:45 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., 535-4112 or www.thefigtree.org

Feb 6	 • “Empowering Malawians to Achieve their 
Goals,” Sylvia Gentili, community health 
nurse volunteer in Malawi, 207 Monroe 
Hall, Eastern Washington University, 
Cheney, noon, 359-2898, cvines@ewu.edu

	 • Spiritual Conversations with Baha’is, 
Chairs Coffee, 113 W. Indiana, 5:15 p.m.

Feb 6, 20	• Inland Northwest Death Penalty 
Abolition Group, 35 W. Main, 5:30 p.m.

Feb 7	 • “Former Governor Chris Gregoire: “24 
Years Leading Washington’s Fight for 
Hanford Cleanup,” Erika Holms, community 
outreach and environmental education 
specialist, Department of Ecology Nuclear 
Waste Team, 207 Monroe Hall, EWU, 
Cheney, noon, 369-2898, cvines@ewu.edu

	 • Great Decisions Lecture, “The U.S. and 
the Muslim World,” Lawrence Pintak, 
former CBS Middle East correspondent, 
7:30 p.m., Weyerhaeuser Hall, Whitworth 
University, 777-4937

	 • “Pulling at the Threads: Examining Our 
Culture of Violence” panel discussion, 
Peace and Justice Action League of 
Spokane, 35 W. Main, 5:30 p.m., speakers; 
6 to 8 p.m., discussion, 838-7870

Feb 8	 • Gospel Explosion, Black History Month, 
Whitworth’s Black Student Union, Seeley 
Mudd Chapel, 7 p.m., 777-4568

	 • Music for Double Chorus, Spokane 
Choral Artists and Mid-Columbia 
Mastersingers, St. Aloysius Church, 330 E. 
Boone, www.spokanechoralartists.com

Feb 9	 • “What Is a Truly Secure Community?” 
Faith Action Network Legislative Workshop, 
Toppenish United Methodist Church, 9:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m., 206-625-9790

Feb 10	 • Chinese New Year Celebration – Year of 
the Snake, Spokane Chinese Association, 
Cultural Fair and Stage Show, Central 
Valley High School, 821 S. Sullivan, 3:30 
p.m. cultural fair; 5:30 p.m. dinner/stage 
show, 720-8825, spokaneca@gmail.com

Feb 12	 • Spokane Special Election ballots due
	 • Jazz Mass, St. Mark’s Lutheran, 316 E. 

24th, 7 p.m.
	 • “More Than a Month” screening and 

discussion, African-American filmmaker 
Shukree Hassan Tilghman, Jepson Wolff 
Auditorium, Gonzaga University, 6 p.m., 
313-4105, www.gonzaga.edu/Student-Life/
UMEC/UMECEvent.asp

Feb 13	 • Veterans for Peace, 35 W. Main, 6:45 p.m.
	 • Spokane Police Accountability and 

Reform Committee, 35 W. Main, 5:30 p.m.

	 • “Business Ethics Education as 
Transformative: The Jesuit Tradition,” 
Gonzaga Professor Brian Steverson, 
Cataldo Hall, Gonzaga University, 6:30 
p.m., 313-3419 or leithauser@gonzaga.edu

Feb 14	 • Simpson-Duvall Lecture,“Spirituality of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Civil Rights 
Movement: An Enduring Legacy,” Lewis 
Baldwin, Vanderbilt University, 7 p.m., 
Weyerhaeuser Hall, Whitworth, 777-3270

Feb 14, 28	 • Palestine-Israel Human Rights 
Committee, 35 W. Main, 3 p.m.

Feb 16	 • “Create in Me a Clean Heart O God,” 
Lenten Day of Reflection, Sr. Patricia 
Novak, OSF, The Franciscan Place, 1016 
N. Superior St., 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 483-
6495, sjfconline.org 

Feb 19	 • Thomas Merton’s Bridges to 
Contemplative Living Lenten Series, 
“Receiving the Gift of God’s Mercy,” The 
Franciscan Place, 6 p.m., 483-6495, 
sjfconline.org

	 • NAACP Meeting, East Central Community 
Center, 500 S. Stone, 7 p.m.

Feb 20	 • “Do No Harm:Invest in People!” Faith 
Action Network’s Interfaith Advocacy Day, 
United Churches of Olympia, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., 206-625-9790, www.fanwa.org

Feb 21	 • Our Place Benefit, “The Force of Habit, 
Comedy Preview Night,” Magnuson 
Theatre, Gonzaga, 6 p.m., 326-7267

Feb 21-23	 • Leonard Oakland Film Festival, 
Weyerhaeuser Hall, Whitworth University, 7 
and 10 p.m., whitworth.edu/oaklandfestival

Feb 22	 • “Connecting Learning and Experience:  
Your Role as a Co-educator,” DOVIA 
workshop with Christine Cress, expert on 
service learning and civic engagement, 
The Lodge, Spokane Falls Community 
College, 9 a.m. to noon, jcarroll@
spokanehumansociety.org

	 • Women in Agriculture Conference, 
Trina Campbell of River Dog Farm in 
Guinda, Calif., Washington State University 
Spokane County Extension, 222 N. 
Havana, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 745-8531, 
WomenInAg.wsu.edu

	 • 21st Annual Friendship Dance (Pow 
Wow), Northern Quest Resort and Casino, 
Pend Oreille Pavilion, 100 N. Hayford 
Rd., Airway Heights, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
northwestmuseum.org

	 • “Does Faith Have a Future?” Marvin Cain 
Lecture Series, Shalom United Church of 
Christ, 505 McMurray, Richland, 7 p.m.

Feb 28	 • Heritage Month Lecture, “Jesus in Red, 
White and Black,” Paul Harvey, University 
of Colorado history department, 7 p.m., 
Weyerhaeuser Hall, Whitworth, 777-4250

Mar 3	 • Jam for Bread, Westminster 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 
411 S. Washington, 3 p.m., 624-1366

Mar 6	 • The Fig Tree distribution, St. Mark’s 
Lutheran, 316 E. 24th, 9 a.m.

Mar 7	 • The Fig Tree Board, 631 S. Richard Allen 
Ct., 1 p.m.

Many of the cultural events are from the monthly 
cultural calendar prepared by Yvonne Montoya-Zamora, 
human resource analyst at Washington State University

Donate!
$3-$30-$300 as The Fig Tree begins its 30th year this spring
Send to The Fig Tree • 1323 S. Perry St. • Spokane, WA 99202
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One of these women 
is terminally ill.
The other is 84.

509-456-0438   
Learn more at hospiceofspokane.org
Spokane’s only nonprofit hospice

Life is unpredictable. That’s why Hospice of 
Spokane provides holistic end-of-life care to 
people of all ages. 

Learn more about how we can help you and 
your loved ones when you need it most. 

Spokane-area residents who heat with a pre-1995 
wood stove or insert may save up to $1,000 on an 
upgrade to a cleaner, more efficient stove/insert. 

Full replacement grants are also available for 
income-qualified applicants.

For information call 
477-4727 ext. # 115

Heat with 
an old 

Wood Stove?
Grants available now to 

replace old devices

Books
for Lent 
& Easter

by
Richard Rohr

Kathleen Norris
Joan Chittister

and many more 
of your favorite authors

Shop Local

907 W. Boone
Spokane
326-7070

By Michael Neary

Lance Jacobson’s work as a 
firefighter immerses him 
in lives of residents and 

issues they face each day: loss 
from fires, homeless people on 
the streets in the cold and a person 
needing consolation as she faces 
imminent death. 

Firefighting simmered in Lance 
Jacobson’s imagination for a long 
time.  His father, George Jacob-
son, spent his career working as 
a Spokane firefighter at the same 
station, Engine Company Seven, 
where his son now works. 

Lance recalls the admiration he 
had for his dad’s work, fused with 
an infatuation with the trappings 
of a firefighter’s life. 

“I always thought, like most 
children, that the fire trucks and 
station were pretty neat,” he said. 

So, when he was pondering a 
career choice some three decades 
ago, his father’s profession pre-
sented a likely place to turn. 

Once he began working in 
the field, it quickly became his 
own. As Lance, 55, talked about 
his work recently, he described 
the excitement of going out on 
a call—along with the relief of 
helping someone discover that ev-
erything was going to be all right. 

“They give you a hug and say, 
‘Thank you, thank you,’” said 
Lance, a fire lieutenant who has 
worked for the Spokane Fire De-
partment for 32 years. 

Engine Company Seven covers 
Southeast Spokane.  One of his 
responsibilities involves helping 
people who are homeless, a phe-
nomenon he’s seen swell since 
rough economic times hit a few 
years ago. He said the homeless 
have been hit particularly hard by 
funding cuts. 

Firefighters can connect people 
who are intoxicated and on the 
street with detoxification services, 
but only when the van that takes 
people to the city’s detox center 
is running. The hours are limited.

Lance said Brian Schaeffer, 
assistant chief of the fire depart-
ment, has reported that the fire and 
police departments don’t have the 
staffing to provide transportation 
to the city’s detox center. 

“We don’t have time that we 
can take out of service to trans-
port people to the detox center,” 
he said.  “Often when we’re on a 
call, there’s another call waiting.”

That poses a tough problem for 
a firefighter who’s trying to help 
someone who’s on the street in 
the winter and who’s inebriated. 

“He may not be having a medi-

cal situation that warrants sending 
him to the hospital, but I worry 
that he’ll wander off, staggering, 
and pass out again,” he said. “I 
worry he’s going to freeze to 
death, and there’s a good likeli-
hood he could.” 

Lance said firefighters from 
Engine Company Seven discover 
about two people each month in 
this sort of situation. 

“I worry that with the lack of 
funding, this will become more 
prevalent,” he said. Sometimes 
the solution is to improvise. 

He recalls finding a man on 
the street and drunk at a time no 
transportation services were run-
ning. In this case, he and other 
firefighters found identification 
and learned the man was not 
homeless.  He lived only a few 

blocks away. 
“We actually snuck him on the 

fire truck and took him home,” 
Lance said. “I wasn’t going to 
come back the next morning and 
find him dead.” 

In other instances, he explained, 
he’s walked people home who 
were drunk and on the streets. 

Lance said he encounters other 
problems that make life rough for 
homeless people, especially dur-
ing the winter. 

The city’s warming centers 
open up only when it’s below 
15 degrees Fahrenheit, creat-
ing limited options during cold 
weather that doesn’t quite reach 
that threshold. 

“If it’s 20 degrees and they’re 
not open, a person can freeze 
pretty fast,” he said.  

A frequent problem, too, Lance 

said, is access to medical care. 
“They don’t have transporta-

tion,” he said, “and they have 
not been able to get to regular 
appointments.” 

Lance, who is a member of St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, said 
his faith can bolster his ability to 
continue working in the face of 
the obstacles he encounters. 

“Maybe God is my counselor in 
some ways,” he said. 

He passes that counseling spirit 
along to others. 

Lance remembers answering a 
call where a woman’s health was 
declining quickly, and he felt a 
kind of spiritual connection as he 
comforted her. 

“While everyone was talking, I 
just reached my hand out and held 
her hand,” he said. “I felt it was a 
God thing. It just seemed to give 
her so much reassurance.” 

For information, call 328-0822.

Firefighter immersed in lives of people facing loss, homelessness, death

Lieutenant Lance Jacobson serves same firehouse his father served.


