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Area codes are (509) unless otherwise listed Oct 11 Spokane Soup Fundraiser IRU &RPPXQLW\ 1IRQSUR¢{WV
6XEPLW HYHQWYV WR GHYHORSPHQW #\West Céhtral 8dthnrubity Gehtéll K td 6VBKLM|G
JULGD\ EHIRUH SXEOLFDWLRQ spokanesoup.com
Daily « Second Harvest Mobile Markets and Food Sortir@ct 12 Following the Elders, Indigenous Peoples Day,
2-harvest.org Riverfront Park, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Mon ¢ Stress Busting for Caregivers, Frontier Behavior@ct 12-16 « Western Buddhist Monastic Gathering 202
Health Caregiver Support Program, Zoom, 2t0 3:30  Sravasti Abbey, sravastiabbey.org
p.m., 458-7450, caregiversupport@fbhwa.org  Oct 13 Eastern Washington Legislative Conference
* Culture Nights, American Indian Community Center, 5 Planning Meeting, Zoom, 3:30 p.m., ND\H#WK/H ¢ JWUHH

o

to 7 p.m., 535-0886 aiccinc.org org

Tues « Passage Meditation Group, Spokane Buddhist * Innovia Foundations Annual Reception, Spokane
Temple, 927 S. Perry, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 534-7954, Convention Center, 334 W Spokane Falls Blvd,|4 p.m.,
spokanebuddhisttemple.org, Easwaran.org 624-2606, info@innovia.org

» Compassion Every Day, Weekly Class with Srav@gti 13-15  R.U.N. in Unity Conference on Salmon &

Abbey, Pend Oreille PUD, 130 N Washington, Orca Recovery, Spokane Tribe Resort & Casing,
Newport, 6:30 to 8 p.m., to Nov 17, sravastiabbey.org/ columbiasnakeriver.com/run
event Oct 14 CDAIDE Chef Challenge, Hagadone Event Certer,

Tues/Fris * A Language of Life, Non-Violent Communication ~ 5:30 p.m., cdaide.org
Practice Group, NAACP Spokane Building Restoratives People Power: Shaping Our Future Together,
Communities Initiative, Tues 10 to 11:30 a.m., Liberty 3HDFH DQG -XVWLFH $FWLRQ

-

HDJXH RI 6SRNDQH %HQH¢{W

Park Library, Fri 12:30 to 2 p.m., Zoom, register Dinner, 5:30t0 7 p.m.,, SMDOV RUJ EHQH¢{W
brcspokane@gmail.com * Author Jon Meacham Presidential Historian ang
Weds ¢ Beginning Buddhism, Thubten Chonyi, Sravasti Pulitzer Prize-Winner, Whitworth President’s Fgrum,

Abbey Spokane Buddhist Temple, 927 S Perry, 6to  The Fox Theater, 6 p.m., foxtheaterspokane.org
7:30 p.m., 447-5549, chonyi.sravasti@gmail.com, * Rooted in Freedom, Helping Captives fundraisgr with
sravastiabbey.org Tim Tebow, Victory Faith, 2024 N Argonne, Spakane
» Spokane Folklore Society Contra Dance, Woman'’s Valley, 6 p.m., 922-0939, helpingcaptives.org
Club of Spokane, 1428 W Ninth, 7:15 to 9:30 p.n@¢t 14-17 « Women Build, Habitat for Humanity Spokane,

838-2160, spokanefolklore.org habitat-spokane.org/womenbuild

Weds to Oct 28 « Storytime, Wishing Tree Books, Oct 15 Souport the End of Homelessness, St. Vincent
1410 E 11th, 10:30 to 11 a.m., 315-9875, de Paul North Idaho fundraiser, North Idaho
wishingtreebookstore.com Fairgrounds, Coeur d’Alene, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,

"HGV 2FW 1RY ¥ 'LVEXVVLRQ RQ 0 Dddhbikundag@sviteentdepaulnorthidaho.org
with Liv Larson, ELCA Lutheran NW Intermountain < Sabes Que, Hispanic Business Professional
Synod, Zoom, 6:30 p.m. Association, Nuestras Raices, 1214 E Sprague} 6

Thurs « Taizé Prayer, Zoom, 4:15 p.m., bartletts@gonzaga.edu p.m., 557-0566, raiceswa.org

2FWif )LJ 7TUHH %YHQHAW )XQGUDLYVLQ J GowhMéettigg, NAACP Spokane Branch, SQC
p.m.,1-3p.m., PDU\#WKH¢ ¢ JWUHH RUJ  Building 6, The Lair, 6:30 p.m., naacpspokane.org

* People Who Care Luncheon, Transitions, The Oct 16 Family Support Conference, Spokane Disability
Davenport Grand Hotel, 333 W Spokane Falls Blvd,  Collaborative, Spokane Community College Lair, 9
12 to 1 p.m., 328-6702, help4women.org a.m. to 4 p.m., spokanedisabilitycollab.com
« Into Africa AuctioRartnering for Progress for work » UnGala fundraiser, Family Promise of Spokane
in Kenya, Gonzaga University Hemingson Center, 702 Centennial Ballroom, Spokane Convention Center,
E Desmet, 5:30 to 8 p.m., 720-8408 334 W Spokane Falls Blvd, doors open 4:30 p.mn.,

Oct 1-2¢ Terrain 17, multimedia art and music event, Terrain,  familypromiseofspokane.org/ungala

314 W Riverside, Th 6 to 9 p.m., Fri 5 p.m. to 12 a.m., » Mosaic Gala for World Relief Spokane, The Pelgola,

terrainspokane.com/terrain 2928 N Madelia, 6:30 the 8:30 p.m. wr.org
Oct 3 « 16th Annual Touch-A-Truck for Junior League ofOct 17 Socktober Monster Dash 5K & Kids FunRun,
Spokane, Spokane Community College, 1810 N Teen and Kid Closet, Heritage Cemetery, 10 a.m.,
Greene, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 499-1209, spokane.jl.org/  teenkidcloset.org
support-us/touch-a-truck * No Kings Rally, B.A. Clark Park, marches 12 p.m.,
» Walk to End Alzheimer’s, Gesa Pavilion, 574 N main gathering, 4 p.m.

Howard, register 9 a.m., walk 11 a.m., 206-363-%3€018 Embodied Resistance, PJALS and Embodying Racial
* Oktoberfest, German American Society, 4 to 11 p.m.,  Justice, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., embodyingracialjustice.org/
richaspen8833@gmail.com course-calendar/introduction-to-embodied-action-ope

* EnVision Gala, EHQH ¢ WLQJ 6DIH3DVVD Jdhy;¢cous® HX U
d’Alene Resort, 5 p.m., event.auctria.com/d536a@d822 Diffusions: St. Gertrude of Helfta: Companion f
lebd-4413-9b2a-88acab5f63b1l the Millennium, reading book by Sr. Evangela B

« Transitus Prayer Service, celebrating the Jubilee and meditation with Samantha Miller, St. Gertru
800th Year of St. Francis of Assisi, St. Francis of Assisi Monastery, stgertrudes.org/retreats
Parish, 1104 W. Heroy, 7 p.m., shongiorno@fspaeat2 “Human Flourishing in the Age of Al,”

« Fall Family Weekend Choir Concert, Gonzaga Weyerhaeuser Center for Christian Faith & Leafnin ) >
Choirs, Myrtle Woldson Performing Arts, 211 E Speaker Series, Meghan Sullivan, University of|No - 5 | 5N ‘
DeSmet, 7:30 to 9 p.m., ticketcenter@gonzaga.edu  Dame, Cowles Auditorium, 4 p.m., forms.whitworth OGETHER.

VA

Oct 3-4 « Spokane Symphony Americana Masterworks edu/calendar/event/detail/11237
Series, The Fox Theater, Sat 7:30 p.m., Sun 3 p.m.,  Dinner with Pope’s Astronomer, Br. Guy Independent Living Apartments, Condos, and Meadow Homes
foxtheaterspokane.org/event/americana Consolmagno SJ, Immaculate Heart Retreat Cé ; . =

Oct 6 « Faith Action Network Spokane Area Autumn (IHRC), 6910 S. Ben Burr, 5:30 to 9 p.m., 448-1 Aina Living MsTicny Suppmts Lo

Watch our guided video tour at
www.fairwoodretirement.com

call 509.467.2365 for tours and pricing

Regional Meeting, 1612 W. Dalke, 2 to 4 p.m., fanwa. ihrc.net
ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=339 « Beyond Conservation: Rights of Nature and the

« “From the Potter’'s Wheel to the Potsherd Gate,” Reorientation of Environmental Law, Racel Kur
Flannery Lecture, Anathea Portier-Young, Gonzaga  McAlaine, Gonzaga Institute for Climate, Hemni
Cataldo Hall, 4:30 to 6 p.m., mccruden@gonzaga.edu Auditorium and Live-streamed, 6 p.m., gonzaga.

Oct 6, 13, 20, 27 « Writing Grants for the Common Good, climate-institute/events
,GDKR 1RQSUR¢{W &HQWHU Oct I¥ Runk\bRTreatSArRerican Indian Community Ce

emma@idahocf.org 1025 W Indiana, 2 to 4 p.m., 535-0886, aiccinc.org r ] k
Oct 7 « Caregiver Conference, Caregiver Support Program, e« Rukavina Lecture: Loving Strangers, Meghan ]% Sp O ane

Frontier Behavioral Health, CenterPlace Event Center, Sullivan, University of Notre Dame, GU Philoso
Spokane Valley, 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 458-7450, Department, Hemmingson 004, 5to 7 p.m., R PUBLIC RAD IO
eventleaf.com/e/2026Caregiver gonzaga.edu/news-events/events/rukavina-lect

« Spokane Candidates Climate Change Forum, GU fall-2026-10-23-2026 SPR News| SPR Classical | SPR Jazz
Globe Room, Cataldo Hall, 6 p.m., gonzaga.eduOct 23-24 « “A Jesuit's Guide to the Stars,” Astronomy
climate-institute/events Retreat, IHRC, 6 p.m. to 1 p.m., 448-1224, ihrc|net A

Oct 8 « Bluegrass & Brews: A Jewish Family Services Oct 25 Dementia Friends Program )DLU ¢ HOG |[&R P4

Check out

fundraiser, The Grain Shed, 1026 E. Newark, 5:30 to 8 Church, 204 W Hamilton, 12 p.m., 954-3041

p.m., 413-8254, sajfs.org * Taizé Hour of Prayer, IHRC, 5 p.m., 995-0987 the SPR A p'
« Planning Ahead: Supporting Aging Loved Ones, * Aged to Perfection, Cooking for a Cause, 55 years of p ®

In the Center, 110 S Main, Colfax, 6 p.m., 397-4366,  Meals on Wheels Greater Spokane County, Shriners Latest Newscasts i
cydney@whitcolib.org Event Center, 5 to 9 p.m., mowgsc.org/events == ) [ omr

Oct 8, 22 + Dances of Universal Peace, Unity Spiritual Oct 27+ The Letter: An Intimate Pilgrimage, Spirit Center, L SPR News
Center, 2900 S. Bernard, 6:30 p.m., 818-6733 Monastery of St. Gertrude, stgertrudes.org/retreats . 3

Oct 8-14 Spiritual Discipline of Contemporary Iconograplit 29« The State of Women and Children, Women Helping CIGSS|CGI, Ond
Kara Gillette, Spirit Center at the Monastery of St. Women Fund, Doubletree by Hilton Hotel, 5to ¥ p.m.,
Gertrude, stgertrudes.org/retreats whwfspokane.org/events JGZZ When

Oct 9, 10 « South Indian Classical Vocal Music Workshop, « Strong Heart, Still Water, Cup of Cool Waters dala Gnd Where
South Asia Cultural Assn, Fri Shadle Park Library, and auction, Shriner’s Event Center, 5:30 to 9 g.m.,
2111 W Wellesley, workshop, 7 p.m.; Sat performance, 747-6686, cupofcoolwater.org you wdant to
Unity Spiritual Center, 2900 S Bernard, 6:30 to 9 p.m., « 10th Annual Bra-lloween Fundraiser, Breast .
Indian dinner RSVP at 467-5558 J QWHQWLRQV 7KH %R[FDU 5RRP listen.

Oct 10 &arry Bible Collection from the NW Museum of Arts ~ 8:30 p.m., breastintentionsofwashington.or
and Culture, St. John’s Cathedral, 10:30 a.m. to @ct 29-Nov 1 « “God’s Greater Glory and You,” Ignatian
p.m., stjohns-cathedral.org Retreat, Fr. Jack Bentz, SJ, IHRC, 4:30 p.m. to{1:30

P> Google Play

* Gathered For Good, EHQH /W IRU /XWKHUP.Q., &B-RRX Qic\Wet ) GRNE
6HUYLFHV 1: 7KH %R[FDU 5R R& 30 The B CupFtea and coffee, Mahima International, [
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Icsnw.org Woman's Club of Spokane, 1428 W Ninth, 8:30 to o Here and NoW P
Oct 10-11« “Awakening Our Hearts,” Communal Grief 11:30 a.m., mahimainternational.org - ’ App Store
Retreat, Harmony Woods Retreat Center, 9 a.m.QetB1 ¢ El Mercadito, Latino Market, Latinos En i
p.m., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., harmonywoods.org Spokane, 402 S. Pittsburg St., 11 a.m. to 3 p.mj,

* Read Together for Let Freedom Ring Day in Banned  latinosenspokane.org
Books Week, Spokane Public Library, Manito Paq\l$ « The Fig Tree Development, 12 p.m., Board, 1 to 3
a.m., 444-5364, spokanelibrary.org S P PDU\#WKH¢{JWUHH RUJ
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Church partners to bulld brldges and conversatlon in community

By Kaye Hult

In June 2024, St. Luke’s Epis-
copal Church in Coeur d’Alene
began a journey with six other
churches in the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Spokane as part of the
first cohort for their “Building
Bridges: Healing Divides” five-
year grant under the Thriving
Congregations Initiative of Lilly
Endowment, Inc.

David Gortner, rector of St.
Luke’s, described the church’s
experience with this project to
improve relationships among
groups with differing views.

“The program fit what we
were already doing in the com-
munity,” he said, “so the diocese
asked us to be a cohort member.”

The core team—Kristin
Keyes, Dave and Lyndi Phifer,
David Owren and David—made
a two-year commitment to the
program. Others were involved
at different stages, and St. Luke’s
participated in quarterly engage-
ments.

“Basically, Building Bridges
helped the congregation know
and own who we are spiritually,
in ministry, in relationship with
God and in our prayer life, help-
ing us deepen faith, share good
news and care for others,” he
explained.

“Emphasizing healthy, cou-
rageous, caring conversations
both within the congregation and
in the community beyond our
doors called us into conversation
with others we might not usually
talk to,” he said. “We were work-
ing at building bridges.”

Much of the first year was
spent doing an inventory called
“RenewalWorks,” from Willow
Creek Church in Illinois.

“That raised questions like
ones we’d been asking but from
a more evangelical foundation,”
he said, “The questions included:
What are people experiencing
here? Where are their groups?
Are they new, status quo or
growing in their Christian walks?

“Some questions didn’t reso-
nate with us,” he noted. “Gener-
ally, we’re doing well in deepen-
ing our faith.”

The group felt the inventory
took much time in the first year.
They were more interested in
building skills. David led an
intensive walk through the Book
of Revelation to do that.

“Revelation wasn’t written
with that intent, but through it we
learned to respond differently,
see a new way of looking at the
book,” he said.

“We were already digging
into and helping folks appreci-
ate the scriptures,” David said.
“That gave us things to think
about for our enrichment.”

During the pandemic, people’s
ability to converse with one an-
other spiraled downward fairly
universally, he noted.

It was timely for the congrega-
tion to begin using a tool called
“From Many, One,” which asked
questions: 1) What do you love?
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Three of five Building Bridges: Healing Divides team leaders:

David Gortner, Kristin Keyes and David Owren.
Photo courtesy of St. Luke’s

2) What have you lost? 3) Where
does it hurt? 4) What do you
dream about?

“Conversations could go in
many directions. They helped
us get to know each other in a
different way,” he said.

“We also used another tool
during the pandemic, a docu-
mentary and discussion series,
‘Finding Our Place in the Inland
Northwest,” in collaboration
with the Human Rights Educa-
tion Institute (HREI) and the
Museum of North Idaho,” he
said.

“There was much inflamma-
tory stuff with white supremacist
fliers posted and other intrusions,
including upheaval in the gov-
ernment, on educational boards
and in hospitals. People were
getting ugly with each other,”
David observed.

From 2021 to 2023, St. Luke’s
partnered with the HREI to offer
events every few weeks, watch-
ing documentaries on history
and cultural undercurrents in the
Inland Northwest, and facilitat-
ing conversations.

Participants were asked to
listen well, so they could speak
for the people they had heard
in the documentary. Next, they
were to agree on what they had
heard together. Then, in relation
to a given issue, they were asked,
“What do you love, lose, hurt
and hope?”

The first theme was “When
Country Becomes City.” Other
themes were on class, labor rela-
tions, the working poor, Indig-
enous issues and race relations.

“We identified a common pat-
tern that followed through to the
present,” David said. “Given this
opportunity for a bridge-building

SPOKANE COUNTY

*  Memory Cafés

these sessions, visit

Free Health Wellness
& Support Sessions

Get useful information from trained educators.
Find support and connection.

* Medicare Open Enrollment events
* Reducing the Risk of Dementia

* 10 Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s

*  Empowered Caregiver Workshops

For more information about

scld.org/wellness-events.

conversation, extreme conserva-
tives did not show up. There is a
sad but real wall there.”

With Building Bridges, the
church worked through the
inventory first with their own
congregation. Next, they held
conversations with people in
their lives using this tool.

“With good conversations
happening in the church, we
were hearing each other pretty
well,” he observed.

“Then I began working with
a few parishioners to strengthen
the relationship between St.
Luke’s and North Idaho College
(NIC),” he said.

In 2021, after the make-up
of the NIC board of trustees
changed, board members clashed
and key people resigned. Ad-
ministrative leadership and legal
representation also changed,
and NIC employees feared be-
ing fired.

When NIC administrators
didn’t seem to be able to hear
each other, the college was at risk
of losing its accreditation and
federal funding, he described.

“In our contacts with NIC,
we found that, while people on
campus felt isolated, they had a
passion for the quality, cohesive
organization they were working
together to create,” said David.
“We felt a sense of calling from
the staff, faculty, custodians and
administration to help them cre-
ate a warm environment.

“I tweaked visits toward
relational, one-to-one meetings,
asking: What are you passionate
about? Where is your passion
leading you to act? What are
your gifts? Then we invited them
to gather with others to have
more impact,” he said. “We went

LIBRARY DISTRICT
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on campus and had eye-opening
conversations.”

St. Luke’s, after hosting events
to get to know others at NIC—a
fall welcome back to school and
early Christmas celebrations—
began to take the relationships
in new directions.

They held an Octoberfest and
dinner at St. Luke’s to honor NIC
faculty and staff. Max Mendez, a
professor, led a sing-along with
his Beer Choir Hymnal.

They celebrated with people
at NIC with picnics at the chapel
twice a year.

St. Luke’s began interacting
with staff at the Center for New
Directions, which works with
single-parent—mostly moth-
ers—NIC student families. As
they learned about needs, they
responded.

In January and April, about
60 people came to lunches at
the center. They shared a simple
meal, held a raffle with everyone
winning something—a pizza or
movie night. They played games.

During two fun events last
summer, David offered a bless-
ing and a prayer, and church
members asked how St. Luke’s
might work with them.

“This approach with no ex-
pectations other than to build
relationships took time,” he said.

NIC faculty invited St. Luke’s
to join their Braver Angels group,
reading Monica Guzman’s book,
I Never Thought of It That Way:
Breaking Down Barriers. Braver
Angels is a national group that
brings together conservatives
and liberals to help them under-
stand each other, find common

ground on controversial issues
and, if possible, find ways to
work together.

“The campus considered us
trustworthy. We read the book
and offered an off-campus site
for discussions. When enough
at the church and on campus had
read it, Braver Angels offered a
process to have conversations
and monitor them. We’re con-
tinuing that relationship, meeting
at St. Luke’s,” he said.

“It’s hard to build conversa-
tional muscles that have atro-
phied,” David said. “It’s like
building core muscles. We need
to lean into conversations be-
cause many people have been
taught to run from matters of
consequence.

“That’s not what Jesus,
Paul or the prophets would do,
or what apostles invite us to do.
They invite us to know each
other, walk the extra mile and
give our cloak, too. We see this
generosity of Spirit in Jesus.
It’s holy work, bringing hope to
people in our congregation and
community,” he said.

“Building Bridges enhanced
our bridging work,” he affirmed.
“It gave us tools to get us over
the hump.”

For information, call (208)
664-5533 or email admin@
stlukescda.org.
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